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INTRODUCTION 1795-1929 


UNITED STATES HALF EAGLES 1795-1929 
by Walter Breen 


(All rights reserved by the author) 
IntReduCTion 
The present study is, so far as I know, the first attempt at 


& systematic description of types and varieties of this denomination 
beyond the first few years. Like nost sptuxumwtuguefi@exks initial 
attempts, it will presumably prove incomplete. ‘nd once again, as 
with the gold dollars and qmuarter eagles, I urge collectors having 
varieties not listed herein to contret me so that the subsequent 
booklet publication will be more nearly complete. I have attempted, = 
however, kmeven more than with the smaller denominations, to cover 
as many as possible of the snipertent auctions. As the Mint's prin- 
cipal business for many decades consisted of manufacturing cents, 
half dollarsa, and half eagles, a larger number of different dies 
and combinations were naturally used on these three denominations 
than on others, and new discoveries were being made until the very 
last few days--so it is entirely likely that others remain to be 
described. Ome of the difficulties in study of this series is that 
until recent years many of the early dates were not considered worth 
illuatrating in auction catalogues. Another is that the die dif- 
ferences after 1799 are often very minute. Still another is that 
many collectors have been content to own only one of a date, and 
comptehensive wariety collections have been very few. The high cost 
of each piece, especially between about 1815 and 1834 withm motto, 

- has also discouraged variety collecting. 

Nevertheless, a few courageous though very incomplete attempts 
exist, and I have drawn extensively on them for data here presented. 
More of these deal with the single date 1795 than any other, perhaps 
because this date is unusually rich in varieties whose differences " 
are noticeable to the naked eye. I list these references below. =N 


. 


~ : 
~ — ~ - ee ae er 
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N. Waldo Newcomer's inventory, based largely on descriptions 
of each successive variety furnished him by Edgar H. Adems, ca. 1914- 
1933. I have the Newcomer numbers only for the early dates--nothing 
after 1854-..0na not completely even here. 

ANS-W. Very incomplete mlist of varieties in the Woodin loan, 
Exhibition of U.S. and Colonial Coins, American Numismatic Society, 
Jan.-Feb. 1914. 

Woodin. Two incomplete typescripts of variety descriptions 
between 1795 and 1834 (ca. 19097), by William H. Woodin. These are 
superseded by the Adams list in CCJ for at least the period 1795- 
1803. 

Clapp. The John H. @2#PR Clapp notebooks, now in possession of 
Louis Eliasberg. Comprehensive variety descriptions between 1795 and 
1839, with notes on the later issues. Assembled sometime between 
1904? and 1940 or thereabouté. Clapp's collection was sold to Elias- 
berg, completex, and one set of duplicates went at auction as the 
“HE.R.Lee" collection in 1947, another as part of the New Netherlands 
49th sale in 1957. 

Agams. Edgar &H. Adams was preparing a die variety study of 
half-eagles, probably intending to cover the period 1795-1834, during 
the early 1930's. Installments covering 1795-1803 appeared in the 
1934-35 Coin Colmlectors Journal (published by the late Wayte- Reaynond). 
Adams's illness prevented further installments from appearing. His 
notebooks, now preserved in ANS, add little to what has already been 
published. Clapp corresponded with ‘dams and the two men seem to have 
exchanged variety information on some dates. 

Mabbott. Professor Thomas Ollive Mabbott, in Numismatic Review 
2,1:10ff (July 1944), listed varieties of the 1795 half eagle based 
on eighteen specimens in the Colonel Green collection, purchased by 
Stacks in 1943. 
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In addition, I have derived information fron ea a hundred 
major (and a larger number of minor) auction sale catalogues. Of 
these the following were rich enough in die varieties tof half eagles 
to rate special mention here: Melish (1956), WGC [World's Greatest 
Collection¥, i.e. that of F.C.C.Boyd](1945), Baldenhofer (18955), 

New Netherlands 49th and 55th auctions (1957 and 1960). 

Basic research on this series has consisted, also, of going 
through over 120,000 documents in the HXEX" National Archives (1951-53), 
including monthly amtxmexexfxequexk reports from each branch mint, 
internal records of each branch mint, and internal records of the 
Philadelphia Mint. For information on the proof coinages of the early 
1860's, derived from Archives doxcfiments not yet inventoried du-ing 
my visits but only subsequently sent to the Archives from the Phila- 
delphia Mint, I publicly thank R.W.Julian. 

# # # 

When our nation's Founding Fathers were deciding on the nature 
and nomenclature of a distinctively American monetary unit, during 
the 1780's, one of their tasks mx was to make this unit in some way 
consonant with British and Spanish money. The proposal made by 
Thomas Jefferson as an alternative to tne fomplicated (but in many 
pa paeetas) Morris plan includdd a gold 10-wnit piece intended to 
prion 243 ¥3 grainss of fine gold. The Grand Committee of Congress in 
1785 introduced names for some o- these proposed coins; in particular, 
the ten-dollar piece was to bear an eagle design and be named the 
"eagle", end this term in fact first appears in the Board of Treasury 
report of 1786. 

In April 1790 the House of Representatives ordered Alexander 
Hamilton, the then Secretary of Treasury, to draw up planus for a mint 
including a coinage system conformable to the one authorized by earlier 
resolutions of Congress. Hamkilton's report, submitted in January 


1791, recommended among many other things that the gold unit im onn- ae 
=< > 
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Pt 
sist of 24.75 a, pure gold per dollar, or that the ten icllar 
piece or eagle wutgk 247/2 grains of pure gold. Since the British 
and Spallish stfndarda of fineness was 11/12, Hamilton recommended for 
coins of gold and silver a proportion cf eleven parts pure metal to 
one part alloy. This yielded a ten-dollar piece weighing 270 grains 
of gold, 916 2/3 fine. Exactly this standard of weight and fineness 
was adopted in the Mint Act of April I2, 1792, which has served as 
the basis of all subsequent coinage legislation in the United States. 

The 1792 Mint Act, however, included a coin not mentioned in 
earlierx proposals, namely the half eagle or five-dollar piece. Why 
this natural unit had been omitted by Jefferson is unknown. It proved 
in the end, if anything, more convenient even than the eagle itself, 
being very close in size, weight ani therefore value te the British 
guinea, as well as to numerous other European gold coins of the period. 

The earliest United States attempt at coinage of a half eagle 
yielded nothing more than two copper trial pieces from dies ascribed 
on good stylistic grounds to Jean-Pierre Droz, Swiss engraver in the 
employam of Boulton & Watt. ‘These historic pieces—-long misdesoribed 
as cents--are listed as Adams-Woodin 12. One remains in the Smith= 
sonian Institution; amictkexettaxes it weighs 17572 grains and was 
appardntly poorly cleaned decates ago. The other, weighing 1794/2 
grains, first appeared in Edward Cogan's auction of April 1863, lot 
1074, and was subsequently in th? Bushnell, Parmeles, Brand, and Dr. 
Jadd collections. Major Lenox XLohr owned a pewter impression from 
these dies, and there are a couple of uniface trials in pewter or 
white metal. The Dr. Judd copper specimen is pictured in the Yeoman 
Guifebook, the other in Adams-Woodin and the Standar’ Catalogue. 

Beceuse Albion Cox and Henry Voigt had as yet not qualified for 
their Mint duties by giving bond of $10,000 apiece, no silver nor 
gold coins could be legally issued from the mint; and as a result 


ce 
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no silver awas in fact coined until late in 1794 (1758 silver dollars 
on October 15, 5500 halves on December 1), and no gold until 1795. 

The earliést gold coins of the United States, the half-eagles 
and eagles of 1795, conform exectly to the Mint Act of 1792 in design, 
though they make no attempt to copy Droz's simple dies of 1792, save 
in lacking any mark of denomination. The lick of marks of denomina- 
tion was characteristic of world gold and silver coins of the period, 
and apparently stems from common mercantile practice of valuing coins 
of the precious metals only as so much bullion, the coins passing by 
weight rather than "by tale" (i.e. by mmkm the piece). From all that 
I have been able to learn, Robert Scot was the designer for these 
gold coins of 1795. ‘ixerky Miss Liberty——-ean unusually buxom wench 
even for early American coins, and one with a profile quite different 
from the classical one usually found--wears a cap commonly misiden- 
tified as the Liberty cap or Phrygian cap. Texman [t is, in fact, 
based instead on one of the fashionable headdresses of the day (ac- 
cording to Eckfeldt: cf. theletter of Samuel Moore, Director of the 
Mint. to Thomas Jefferson, Feb. 14, 1825, quoted below under 1807). 

fhe reverses of these gold coimns of 1795 derive from a First 
Century B.C. Roman onyx cameo in the Kunsthistorisches Museum in 
Vienna, of the same period as the famous Gemma Augustea and possibly 
by the same_master. On this cameo--No. 4 in Eichmler+Kris's catalogue 
of antique cameos in this museum, No. 166 in the traveling Army exhibit 
known as the Vienna Collections, ca. 1948-50--the eagle stands to 
right, rather than breast outwards, but it agrees with Scot's design 
for our gold coins in having the eagle standing on a palm branch ahd 
holding a circular wreath in his beak, his wings outstretched. 

' Much confusion over numbers of varieties for this year has 

mga 3 ee collectors from attempting anything like meson! 


sets of vari es. There are, in fact, only eight obverses and Site 


e * ; . 
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Grading. 
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Fine: Major folds of cap show; eye complete, ear partly intact, motto weak 
but complete, partial wing-feather details. 

Very Fine: Over half hair & wing-feather details; most shield lines clear; 
partial leg & neck-feather details. 

Extremely Fine: Isolated tiny spots of wear only; partial mint luster. 
Uncirculated: No trace of wear. 

See below for survival averages. 
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NB 17:71. NB 61:75. NB 69:62. 
Numerical Grading problems in detail, see Glossary. 


How coins are made, see gold Bibliography Dies and Coinage WB {1965}. 
NB 65:56 I’ve cat’d coins for > 30 years. T # grade system orig. based on 
price lvls for 1794 c[ent], later generalized, now standardized! 


Misc. note: Ballpark survival rates: $5 < ~ 1812: 0.5-2%? higher for 1795. 
1813-6/34 < 0.1%-2% 1815 saved? 
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NB 69:63-8. 


Unlike later gold coins, the vast majority of specimens of this design will 
grade Extremely Fine or About Uncirculated. 


Eliasberg collection invitation. 
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1834-38 die-pairings, edge reeding, illustrated. 
NB C:107-8. 
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Introduction 1807-12. 


Almost all obverses by John Reich, 1807-17 inclusive, on every 
denomination from dismes through half eagles, show lowest star at right with 
one point notched: his “Signature.” On some dies this notched point faces 
border; on others (no half eagles) it faces curl. Don Taxay apparently first 
called this the notched star a signature, before 1963; Stewart Witham {1967}, 
following Overton, called these notched stars “scallops”. For the record 
Breen wrote the lions-share of Taxay’s book here mentioned. On coins dated 
1818 & later these notched star points no longer occur; Reich left the Mint 
March 31, 1817, after exactly 10 years without a pay raise & with much 
professional jealousy from the superannuated R. Scot, his superior in office 
but not in talent. 

Almost six months to the day after J.Reich became Assistant Engraver of the 
Mint, his new half eagles appeared. Snowden, however, {1860} said the date 
was Sept. 30, 1807. Newspapers criticized the design as “the artists fat 
mistress.” 

Of notable interest are the changes of numerals: two different overdates for 
1808, the entire 1809 mintage from an overdate die, the 1810’s with four 
different combinations of large & small dates with large & small letters, the 
1811’s with two different sizes of 5’s. Placing the denominations on gold & 
silver coins was a Reich innovation; earlier U.S. coins (except for half cents, 
cents & 1796-97 half dollars) lacked any denomination, because they passed 
by weight & fineness rather than “by tale” (by count, with each coin assumed 
to contain full face value). 

Collector Circulation (hereafter CC) accounts for about 1% of original 
mintage, as do most other denominations. Some were put aside as souvenirs, 
some were in bank vaults held for cash demands. Most circulating coins of 
the day were Portuguese escudos, Spanish & Mexican 8 Escudos & fractions, 
Dutch ducats, etc.. In circulation a U.S. half-eagle, as Breen said “[...]stood 
out like a seagull among crows[...].” this is an old Latin saying. August 1, 
1834 federal gold-weight standards changed lower, these old-tenor gold coins 
became worth more than face value, see quarter eagle & eagle. In melting 
pots the value was $5.33 for half eagles. 
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Mantage reported as 64,093. Quarterly reporté and earlier publi- 
cations aboutt this date seem to have been plagued with typographical 
errors. J.R.Snowden, in his 1860 Mint Manual, relying probably on 
documerts not now preserved, assigned September 50 as the time of 
changeover from the Scot design fx with bust facing r. to the Reich/ 
Persico design with bust left, and quoted 33,496 and 50,597 as the 
respective mintage figures. re TT aN 
‘Wem themmected eee prose eT I a RE en 
sontanhahiewed.) John Reich, designer and mmint engraver following 
Scot, was rescued from servitude by some Mint offtcial whose name I 
have forgotten, and taken into the Mint's employ as of April 1, 1807... 
It ia, then, altogether likely that Snowden's division ts ney 
Reich would have had his hands full until well into the summer merely 
in multiplying dies of the previous designs, for the Mint's large 
coinages of dad mar reaelet. Deliveries: 

Dates Half Eegles 


Feb. 5 6696 
Merch 18 5492 
March 26 2828 
May 23 5473 
May 28 4960 
June 1 3559 
June 27 480 
Sept. 30 967 


Dec. 31 sees 

Evidently Snowden took the last two deliveries as contkuzaining 
the bust left coins, but he must have made errors in addition or his 
printers must heve made typographical errors. The totals, from these 
deliveries quoted in Bullion g¥8urnel "B" and confirmed in bullion 
ledgers for the period, seem to be 52,488 and 51,695. 

This datex shares with 1506 the peculiarity that ite scarcer 
first type, with lower mintage, exists in 4 large number of die vari- 


eoties, whereas 4te comuoner second type comes in only.one variety. 


XIMP: See WB’s original ms. in Bibliography concerning information found 
within Adams NB’s. 
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First Design. 


7 

Of the buet right type there are (Z varieties from four obversex@and 
three reverse dies, onzly one cf them st all often seen. 

Firet Design. Bust right. 

Type I. Small cate and stars; rexx 2mall rev. stars. 

B. 1-A. 6mall date end stars; distant g1; smell rev. stars, 
lowest outer leaf “ollow. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Date in smell numerals, spaced 1 807 (sufficient to 
identify the die at long range); smmkk the small numerals are similar 
to those found on the 1806 with knobbed 6 and are the same size as, or 


possibly slightly less tall than, the letters in LIBERTY. Small stars, 


possibly slightly less in maximum diameter (point to point) than the 
digits. 


the only 1807 die wig 


Rev. A. Small reversez stars as in 1906,/Tdentitiable immedia 
by having lowest outer leaf--that at C--hollow, a mere thin outline. 
U is low, NI nearly touch, D is slightly high. Leaf mruns into left 
part of base of I. wkaxy On most impressions there is a rim break 
over 7 of UNITED touching that letter. leter, the rim break extends 
over corner of E, and another break develops touching D. Obverse is 
not as yet broken. 

R-3. The only nearly common 1807 with bust right; the majority 
of specimens seen fof this design are from these dies. Compare 
WGC345-6 (early and late), Melish 1897-99 and 1906, Bell ® II 582, 
etc., etc. 


¥ 


Type II. Small date and stars; large rev. stars. 
ae rev. stars, 

B, 1-B. Small date s¥ and stars; distant g1;/etemless leaves. 

Clapp 2; Newcomer 80. 
. Ov. 1. Now usually with a rim break touching E in LIBERTY. 

‘Rev. B. Large rev. stars as on all to follow, those stars gmuch 
taller than motto ribbon, and more than half the height of letters. 
Leaves: stemless and welded directly to the thick branch stem. Letters 
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EE —— , , 
e7# ae 3 
in UNITED closely spaced, mostly leaning to right, and flush against 
border. First 8 in STATES too low; all letters in this word likewise 
lean somewhat to right, the left base of each letter higher than tr. 
base of its left-hand neighbor. Leaf at I not touching that letter and 
PS ees cer et eae ee See sel 
R-5, possibly "6. Of. “GC 347, amt Melish 1900, P/ Ut 265) Ni 49" axle. 
B. 2-3. Small evenly spaced date, small stars; xuxx large rev. 
stars, stemless leamgves. C,epp 5. . 
Obv. 2. Small date, evenly and rather closely spaced. Head rather 
lightly ha&bbed into die; lmowest curl thin, only barely touching 1. 
7 4istant from drapery. 
Rev. 5. Now susually with clash marks from obverse. 
R-6. Cf. WGC 348 and Melish 1903. 


B. 2-C. Small even date, small stars; large rev. stars, spine 
from leaf to I. Clapp 4. 

'Obv. 2. 

Rev. C. Large rev. stars, somewhat differently arranged from those 
in reverse B. 6%, 11% and 13" are not quite in a straight line, the 
11" liding high. 1st, 7" and 2nd are just about in a right angle, forming 
three corners of a square. Letters more regularly placed, and not 
leaning right nor so close to border. TED seom slightly higher than 
UNI. Spine from nearest leaf runs into I. 

R-6, and rarer than preceding. Melish 1904. 


Type ITIL. Small date, mlarge stars obv. pnd rev. 
B. 3-C. Small date spaced i 8 07, stars spread apart; xex. 


large rev. stars, spine from leaf to I. ‘fot in Clapp. 

Obv. 3. Ip date, small numerals, widely spaced except 07 which 
are toe close together, producing 1 8 07. The 1 just barely touched 
curl. Stars are larger than on previous dies and are very widely 
spaced, more so ‘than on any other die save for the pointed-6 obverse — 


First Design. 
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First Design. 





C7E— 
wibh all stare spread maxux? except first two. 


Rev. G. 
R-7. Meliah 1901, ex Ryder; oiginally from a Lyman Low sale in 


1916. I have seen one or two others, and that is all. 


Type IV. Large date. 

B. 4-C, Large date, 1 and 0 recut. Clapp 3. 

Obv. 4. Larger numerals than on preceding dies, filling the space 
between bust and border. The 7 small compared to 180. Plain double 
punching on 1 and 0. Stars are fairly large. 

Rev. ¢. 

R-5. Melash 1902, 1905; WHC 349 (7); mlot 979, NN Sist sale; ete. 


Second Design. Draped bust left. By John Reich, after designs 
by E. luigi Persico. Pull, buxom bust of Liberty left, wearing mobcap 
upon whose headband is LIBERTY. Curls in ringlets below. ‘Seven sztars 
left, six right; smaller numerals tin date than formerly. Rev. Eagle 
grasping branch and srrows, the branch now to his right (observer's 
left, the dexter position); wings raised, shield on breaszt, motto 
ribbon in field above, 5 D. below; without stars or clouds. Found on 
half-eagles from 1807 through 1812 only, quarter eagles fx of 1808 
only, half dollers from 1907 mxthrough 1836 with numerous modifications, 
etc. The hubs appear to have contained only the figure of Liberty on 
obverse an¢é the eagle, branch, arrows and motto ribbon with its letters 
on reverse. Beading, stars, numerals and letters were added by hand 
punching. 

Much controversy has been extended to little purpose tx over 
whether or not the cap worn by Miss Iyberty (said to mmxkkex have been 
modeled by the artist's fat mistress!) was or was not the Phrggian cap 
or Liberty capy. I shall quotes a letter from the Ditector of the Mint 
to Thomas Jefferson which seens to sottle the matter. 


{% I 


iN 


h sat toy 


Second Design. 
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Mint of the United States, Philada, 
Feby 14% 1825. 
Thomas Jefferson Escr 

Monticello 
Sir, 

It is not without hesitation and reluctance that I prefer a 
recuestim, which will be the occasion of any inconvenience to one who 
hes acquired so high @ claim to be exempted from intrusion; but IT know 
not to whom I can address myself with the hope of obtaining information 
so accurate, as you, I doubt not, possess, on a subject to which I 
respectfully solicit your attention. 

fhe character of the impression emblematic of Liberty on our 
coins, does not appear, from any record I have seen, to have been 
determined by specific instruction from the government; nor has it 
been settled by any uniform practice here. The journals of the Senate, 
and other notices of the proceedings of Congress, show that the head 
of the President was at first intended as the device for one side of 
the coins; and that the house of Representatives substituted the words 
now in the Law. [Mint Act of Apri1?i792.) But, neither the journals, 
nor the brief noticeé which therpapSts contain of the degbates of 
that period, give any indication of the precise emblem intended. 

The first coins struck wére cents of 1793, on which the emblen 
adopted was a female head, with hair wildly flying behind. In 1795 
Cactually late 1793] the cap of Liberty was introduced supported on a 
wand projecting behind the head. In 1796 or "97 the cep was Jiscarded 
and has not since been restored. ; 

In 1794 the first silver coins were struck. The head of Liberty 
was here also adopted with flowing hair, without the accompaniment of 
acep. This style was retained on the silver coins, with slight modi- 
ficetione, until about the year 1803 [actually& 1807], when Mr. Patter~ 
son procured a more pleasing head of Liberty, and ornamented it gwith 
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a dress [the cap]; not intended, as I learn from the Officers of the 
Mint, to represent the cap of Liberty, nor approaching it in form, but 


taken from life, and considered a model in good taste of the fashion 
of the time. The inscription of themm word LIBERTY was, at the same 


period, transferred from the margin ofkthe coing to the mx¥ band fof 
the cap. This head dress continues to the presenti day on the Silver 
Coins since issued, but has never bean adopted on the dollar; none 
having been struck, nor any new dies of that denomination made since 
1805. [Actually 1804.f) 

The first Gold coins were struck in 1795. The head on them was, 
from the first, ornamented with a cap head dress; not the Liberty cap 
in form, but probably conforming to the fashionable dress of the day. 
This continued until 1808 [i.e. 1807], when the headdress of the gold 
coins was conformed to that adopted on the silver. ... I have recited 
the above detail fm& of facts, familiar, probably, to your notice at 
the time, if not in some instances emanating from your authority, in 
order to lessen the troubbe of aking then to your recollection. 

It seems expedient, if indeed there is not an official obligation, 
to complete the series [of denominations] of our mmimm dies, and ¢the 
unse&iled question of what is the proper emblem of Liberty, for our 
coins, is entitled to consideration before a new original die of our 
money is prepared. Permit me there fore to request information fon 
the following points, as having a fair relation to the subject. 

1 What figure or device may be considered as intended by Congress, 
or the administration of the Mint, by the words in the law, "an impres- 
sion emblematic of Liberty." 

2 Was the cap of liberty adopted or alluded to as the fit emblem 
by any act of the confederation, or of any of the States, or by popular 
usage, during the remvolution, or prekiously to 1792, so that this 
device may be supposed to have been intended? 
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3 When emblems of representations of Liberty were in those £times 
resorted to, on public occasions, of what description were they? 

4 If the Liberty cap be the emblem intended in the Law; or 
if it be deemed an MAmericanized and suitable emblem, is it proper to 
place it on the head of the figure personifying Liberty. 

Such information or suggestions as you may find it convenkient to 
favour me with, will be thankfully received. When I am satisfied as 
to the impression emblematic of Liberty which can be sustained on the 
best ground, a few pattern pieces will be struck, to be submitted to 
the wanmemeedne _ government, which if approved, or with such 
modifications as wkkk be directed, may fix the character of our coins. 

Supposing the female head to be an appropriate figure, three views 
in relation to it present themselves. To adhere to the present dress 
cap, or copy_it so nearly as not to exhibit the appearance of any 
specific change.--To exclude the cap and adopt an easy disposition of 
the hair, with no ornament but the want of Liberty.--To adopt the 
classic style of cap, which though resembling the cap of Liberty in 
form, mwould, nevertheless, be distinguished from it, by being worn 
on the head of the figure, if it be true that the cap of Liberty is 
out of place there,. --The first would be the easiest, being a style 
familiar to the Engraver of the Mint.--The second, if happily executed, 
woul perhaps be pkaa most pleasing as being more true to life and 
nature.--The third has the advantage of a permanent standard in the 
exquisite models of art derived fkom dassic times. 

I am with great respect 
Your Obdt Sert 


Samuel Moore 


Director 


Lbelics and bradkeTe) msthaia wine. 
cee omission from this letter dealt principally with the copper 
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Coinage's never having borne the liberty cap. Jefferson's reply ewas 
brief and noncommittal, saying only that the liberty cap is not proper 
to be worn on the head of the goddess, as we were never slaves, and Pa 


| 
i | 


that he does not recall any common, let alone official, impression 


emblematic of liberty prior to 1792. For other details on the iconogra- — 


phy of liberty in Colonial times, see the article by myself and Lynn 
Glaser, "Miss Liberty's American Debut,®" Numismatic Journal 2. From 
the date of this letter, I assume the context to have been Samuel Moore's 
then-recent contact with Christian Gobrecht; the result was two large 
medallions of Liberty heads, which were long preserved in the Mint and 
for all I know may still be there. HSo far as I know, however, no 
patterns for new coin designs followed this correspondence. I have 
printed the letter here principally to show that,on as nearly contempora- 
neous evidence as possible, the cap used on the draped bust left designs 
--as on the earlier gold designs--was not intended to depict the Liberty 
cap at all, but was rather drawn from feshionable garments of the 
period. It is interesting to realize that Dr. Moore--and evidently 
his predecessors as well--believed that the figure of Liberty ghad to 
be, at that time, mmtexx in what was then modern headdress. E¥ To them, 
liberty was ap live, present-time concept, not something outmoded or 
of great antiquity. It may be significant that more recent "impressions 
emblematic of liberty" have been of much more antique appearance. 

We return to the 1807 half-eagles. Of this second design, only 
one die variety is at present known. 

B, 5-D, Bust left. Clapp 6, Newcomer 81. 

Obv. 5. Small numerals, large stars, all about evenly spaced. 

Rev. D. Leaf close to U. D away from wing. E 8S widely spaced. 
Close 5 D., the 5 tall uxt--apparently from the punch used through 
1810. xk I in motto below upright of E; final S in STATES above U 
and space to left. 
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NB:WBV#15p.5: $5 C#’s Clapp to Earle inventory 
pedigrees. 
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Ill. is Breen 5-D, C-6, N-81. 
6 in S.I.. WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 5-D 9/1974:1902 see Bib. below;. Ditto 
P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:349 ‘BU’ described in detail; —:350. 


Two reverse varieties. 
Ill. 1st rev. photos destroyed by water in flood. 





Second reverse variety has 5 much farther from leaf, (E)D nearer wing. Crack 
through E(S) to eagles head. Ex-rare. 

See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale: 
lot 178, VF, $8.10. 

OC NN 1952 ANA:586 “1807. Head in round cap. Abt. Uncirculated. A 
remarkable clean and desirable specimen. Sold to Coal $35. See Bib. below. 
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Clapp to Earle see above. 

PCA III “Beck” See Bibliography: Catalogs of Auctions. 2/14/77:306 
$1,250.00. “[...]Choice About Uncirculated-50[...].” Plate. —:307 $700.00. 
“[...] Very Fine-35[...]Faint edge bruise between Sth and 6th stars on obverse 
and another on rim behind cap[...].” —:308 $525.00. “[...]Very Fine-35. 
Impaired slightly by horizontal gash in cap resulting in a bend in 
planchet[...].” —:309 $725.00. “[...]Very Fine-25[...]Few tiny “bag” nicks 
on cheek and in field. Edge bruise over S[!]econd T in STATES and E in 
UNITED[...].” —:310 $400.00. “Overall Very Fine-20, however, coin has 
been used for jewelry. Trace of solder stain on edge and the usual burnishing 
very evident. Tiny marks in field from handling[...].” 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:199 ‘[...]U semi-proof surface[...].’ 

ms. FCI Descriptions of New Varieties {1977} (1/1976-4-77) Hereafter DNV. 
Draped Bust Left. 1807. Breen 5-D. Small rim break above N. Better than 
AU, light adjustment marks at borders. B0021. 

DNV 1807. Another. AU, sharper strike but with nick on cap above ER. 
B0022. 

DNV 1807. A third. Some details VF, others a little weaker. Even wear; 
probably someon’’s [sic] pocket piece. B0023. 

See Bibliography below. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

NN 47:1435. “1807. Large head 1., as on 1808-12. The design of E. Lugio 
Persico, executed by John Reich. Choice Unc. Adjustment marks upon rev. 
border; few minor defects. Attractive. Ex Elder. 

Elder 10/1908:20 VF. $16.60 Chapman. 

KS 4/3-4/59:2652 ‘CEF’. 


be ree wow 
Head left (new design). Round cap. Sharp struck in pale orange gold. Brilliant Sa” 
Uncirculated. PLATE 


368 1807 






rculated. Very sharp struck 
with 5D reewe-Martree s. Ex-H. Chapman — Co st $11.00! s>p = 
doth tinea eis 


369 1807 Bust left as abpye. Design peberietraige Brilliant Un 


370 1807 Bust left. Just a shade from the Gem category. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated, Lovely 
mint bloom. Very scarce this nice. Sharp struck. SD tr 

371 1807 Bust left. Brilliant Uncirculated. Struck in palé yellow gold. Beautiful surfaces. Worth 

3 oe sD 


a record bid. * 
i nmnn— a A 


WB’s annotated K 1/75:366-71 above. 
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2 in S.I. are B. 1-A. 
Ill. is perfect date, wide 5 D. Breen 4-B, C-2. 


1808 

Mintage 55,578. The most notable feature about this date mis the 
presence of two different overdate dies. 

B. i-A. Overdate, 7 at left of 8. Not in KClapp. 

Obv. 1. Datem very widely spaced, and more gently curved than is 
border, so that 1 and final 8 are nearer border than are the 8 0. At 
left side of final 8 most of a 7 oan be made out, the shaft of 7 % 
Pplainest at bottom and left, the horizontal crossbar of 7 above and 
to left of upper left curve of 8. As overdates go, this one is re- 
markably careless in that there seems to have been no attempt made 
to conceal the mumtex 7 at all. Later, shows a crack from upper rim 
at about 1 o'clock, through cap, T, curls, drapery and right side of 
first 8 to border. This crack bewomes very heavy. 

Rev. A, Same as the 1807 die of this design. 

R-6. Melish 1910-11; Wolfson 349; pictured in the Guidebook. 
The die break probably accounts for its rarity. 


B. 2-A. Overdate, 7 within 8. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 2. Date more closely spaced, its curvature more nearly 
the same as that of the border. Within upper loop of final 8 is part 
of crossbar andi shaft of a 7. Traces of serif of 7 are visible at 
upper left outer edge of 8. Almost none of shaft of 7 can be seen 
within lower loop of 8. 

Rev. A. 

R-4. Melish 1912-13 and many others. 
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Normal uneven date 1 8 08, £78 
B. 3-A. Moxmmkxtakey close 5D. Not in Clapp. 


Obv. 3. Without trace of 7 at second 8. Dite unevenly spaced, 
the 08 too close, giving 1 8 08. Numeral 1 not higher than adjacent 
8. Coarser border denticles than on previous obverses. Stars very 
close to border, many nearly touching denticles. First star close to 
érapery, 8” star close to cap (less than a millimetet away), 13° star 
touching or practically touching treaperyxcurl. 

Rev. A. Distinguished from the other die found with a normal 
date 1808 obv. by having 5D quite closely spaced, the D less than a 
millimeter from 5 at tip, and much farther from A than from D. 

R-7. C,mpare Bell II 585. The variety may be slightly less 
rare than formerly believed--nearer to R-6 than to R-8--as some examples 
may still be masquerading as 4-A, which follows. 


B. 4-A. Wormal date, evenly spaced; close 5 D. Not in Clapp. 

Obv. 4. Without trace of 7 at second 8. D te about evenly spaced, 
the 1 leaning left and with base a trifle higher than adjacent 8. 
Stars well away from border, first quite distant from drapery, 8% 
far from cap (more than a millimeter away), 15% well away from curl. 

Rev. A. Perfect and with cracks through msmumm bases of 5 D. and 
atop of adjacent A, etc. Rarer with the cracks than with perfect dies. 

R-6. Of. WGC 353, 354 cracked diez, the former unc. and probably 
finest; lot 743, NN 54" sale; Melish 1916; Straus 1564; and lot 7350 of 
Associated Coin Auction Co.'s mail bid sale of April 1955. 


B. 4-B. Normal even date; wide 5 D. Clapp 2. 

Obv. 4. 

Rev. B. The reverse of 1809. “idely spaced 5 D., The D about equi- 
distant between 5 and A,and more than a millimeter from either. I im 
motto below left tip of B; final S above U and space to right. Comrser 
denticles than on reverse A. 

” 


NN 47:1436. “1808. Perfect date; 5 D distant. About Unc. Obverse border 
file marks; some russet tarnish. Desirable. Ex Elder. 


PCA III 2/14/77: 311 $1,500.00. “Normal Date, wide 5 D. Choice About 
Uncirculated-55, with mint lustre[...].” Plate. —:312 $1,050.00. “{...] 
Extremely Fine-45[...].” Plate. —:313 $700.00. “[...JExtremely 
Fine-40[...]lightly burnished[...]Light scratch in field in front of chin[...].” 
Plate. 
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DNV 1808. Breen 4-A. Evenly spaced date; close 5D. AU, lustrous, faint 
handling marks, small rim nick above TA. Very rare. B0024. See Bib. below 
WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 4-A 9/1974:1903. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:200 ‘Perfect date. ‘Au’ ’. 


779 

R-2. Possibly R-3. This is the variety most often seen, but it is 
not as common as 1807. Cf. WGC B§BS 352, Geiss 1670, Melish 1914-15, 
bt 367, NN 49" sale, etc. 

( tly from obv. 4) 

Specimens bemwaring date 1808/and showing a heraldic eagle reverse, 
evidently the rusted die of 1805 found with obvs. dated 1804 and 1805, 
exist in silver, supposedly with plain and reeded edges, probably many 
of the reeded edge coins showing only faint or partial reeding. Judd 
39%405 Adams-Woodin 27, 28. These are restrikes from genuine dies 
discarded by the mint and sold as scrap metal. 





8 OVER 7 

Ill. is overdate, close 5D. Breen 2-A, C-1. 

Kendrick 9/16/1909, Holden, N:757 Unc.. 

B. 2-A described in detail in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:351 in Bib. below. 


Breen 1-A: Serif of 7 mostly left of 8; shaft in left parts of loops. Hagel:601 
(4 Landmark Colls. B&M 3/1989). 

Breen 2-A see PTA #1:36 description. Near AU. $1,925.00. 

In S.I.: 1 each 3-A, 4-A. 


Obverses hereafter have corser dentils. 


Breen 4-B: 3 in S.L. 
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NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 


Information from WB’s notes mid-1980’s: 

1) 1906 H.P. Smith:216 EF $210.00., ‘AU’ 1982 U.S.G.C.:385 $44K. 

2) 1954 ’Palace Sale’:244 1954, ‘U’ 1955 Smith:1690 $2,700.00,’U’ 1796 
ANA:2944 $25K, ‘U’ 1982 (’82 Sale):1932 $42,500.00. 

3) ‘U’ 1947 Lee:1247. 

4) ‘U’ 1944 Flanagan:1103 $925.00., ‘PLU’ 1944 Bell:349 $1,300.00.’U’ 
1962 Wolfson:371 $5,250.00., ‘AU’ 1980 Auction (’80 Sale):927 $55K. 
Others: ‘U’ 1890 Parmelee:978 $49.00. 

‘U’ 1936 Morgenthau #366:65 $960.00. 

‘U’ 1940 Morgenthau #418:30 $400.00. 

‘U’ 1958 N.Y. Met Sale:1235, $1,475.00. 

‘EF’ 1933 Morgenthau #311:222 $455.00. 

‘VF’ 1907 Stickney:670 $360.00. 

Some of the above 6 pieces may belong within numbers 1)-4) above. 


1805 LGA. (Rpivey 
QUARTER DOLLAR. Regular dies trial piece. half Ge. 
35. Copper—R.E.  R.7. Restrike. é STA d 
HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. ; A fl~~ Jr bx 
36. Silver—R.7. Restrike. “ML of Ken j “ 
37. Copper—R.7. Restrike. : Oar) hae bes pads 
38. Tin—R.7. Restrike. FH Ze Dh 
1806 — 


CENT. Obv. Regular die of the quarter dollar of the year. Rev. Die of the cent of 
1807. Restrike mule. 


38a. Copper—P. E. Overstruck on a cent of later years, Restrike. Probably 
unique. 


1808 





aia Mule of the regular obverse die with the regular reverse die of >) 
. Silver—R.E. (A-W 27) R.7. Restrike. ‘a 
40. Silver—P.E. (A-W 28) R.7. Restrike. $1500.00. 





Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd edition. “All these may have been made 
outside the Mint.” See also 1803, 1804, 1805. 
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9 OVER 8 


1809 
Mintage 33,875. Only one die variety, despite contrary claims. 


B. 1-A. Overdate. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Overdate, 9 over 8, the 9 larger than the other digits; 
knobbed, as on the cent and half-cent, rather than pointed, as on the 
dime of the year. Nearest to obverse 3 of 1808 in positions, but not 
a die seen before. Nymeral 1 igi above base arc line of 80, and 
leaning a little to left; first star closer to bust than on obv. 4 
but not quite as close as on obv. 3; 8” star likewise; 13% close to 
curl but not touching. 0, later states the mk 8 becomes harder to 
see within the 9 and finally fades out. These late states ebay 
Claims that a die was made without any trace of overdate are not verified. 

Rev. A. Srme as 1808 rev. B 

R-2. Not as often seen as 1807 bust left, but available in any 
grade desired. 





Ill. is overdate. Breen 1-A, C-1. 
6in SLL. 
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For detailed description see Bibliography below. WB’s annotated G.E.N.A. 
P.T.A. 11/1975:1478. 
Also P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:354, —:355 die description. 


Elder 10/1908:23 VF. $17.00 Jackson. —:24 F. $6.60 Chapman. 


PCA III 2/14/77:314 $1,100.00. “...Extremely Fine-45. Die break connects 
two bottom stars on left to point of bust...” Plate. 

NB: WBV#15p.5 For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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Ill. is small date large 5. Breen 2-D. Type IV. 





SMALL DATE, TALL 5 


1810 

Mintage 100,H¥N287. N@table for large and small dates muled with 
large and small 5. At one time there was not thought to be any particular _ 
difference in rarity among them. More recent resefirch #% has shown that 
over 80% of specimens of this date are from the dies here called 1-A. 





Ill. is large date, tall 5. Breen 1-A, 1-A, C-1. See Bib. below WB’s copy 


G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 1-A 9/1974:1904, —:1905. Also P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:356. 
S.I. has 6 pieces B. 1-A. 


B. 1-A: Many Unc. survivors, probably from an old hoard. 
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EXXIEX. 
Type I. Large date and 5. 


B. 1-A. Large date, large wide 5. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Very large numerals, the largest seen since 1807 bust right, 
and the largest in the series save for 1812. They are from the punched 
used on the half-cents. All numerals lean to left; 10 more closely 
spaced than other digits. Peotured in the Guidebook. 

Rev. A. Large wifde 5 of different style from any other in the 
series. This 5 is not much taller than the D, but it is considerably 
wider, with its ball projecting considerably to left of an ( nary) 
exutension of the nearly ockgeupting st left of bain, ater fading out. 
ball is also not much thicker than the lower curve of the 5. U slightly 
low, leans sharply left; I in motto below r. foot of T; final S above 
US; widely spaced 5 D., the D about midway between 5 and final A. 


R-2. This is one of the most often seen half-eagles of the design. 
Available in any grade desigred. , 
Type II. L rge date, small 5. 


B. 1-B. Large date, very small 5. Not in Clapp. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. B. Small narrow 5, the smallest 5 found on any half-eagle; 
no xtaller than letters, narrower than the D. Triangular rust pit close 
to topmost leaf point, the rust pit larger than either berry. U a little 
high and well away from N; tops of T and D high. I in motmto below space 
between TE, favoring the T; final © above US. This reverse pictured in 
the Guidebook. . 

R-8, 2uxkkextamtxagfxapkrkamekmiz Berely possibly at the top level 
of R-7.% I have seen mix only one, the George Gozan coin. There are 
two auction records tm for coins in the same condition: Geiss 1676 and 
lot 4172 of the Miami¥¥¥-F.U.N. sale. Prestmably either the Giss piece 
found its mway into Gozan's collection, or else it went to the consignor 
of the F.U.N. sale; Gozan still has his coin. 


B. 1-B: Fewer than 6 seen, none Unc.. 
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Ill. no bat 5, = falls. 


ps 


The ordering of varieties to follow (in Types III and IV) is known 
to be at variance with the probable sequence. The variety I call 2-D 
probably came first, then 2-C, finally 2-B, and the 1a%t two mentioned 
show earmarks of being an emergewncy issue prepared from any old dies 
which would hold up even briefly. I depart from the probable emission 


sequence solely for convenience. 


Type III. Small date, small 5. 

B. 2-B. Small date, rev. as last. Clapp 3. 

Obv. 2. Small numerals in date, similar to those of 1808 and 18H11. 
The numerals are less tall than maximum diameters of stars, and about 
equal reverse letters in height. Rusted die; the Straus coin (included 
in the "Cicero" sale as mlét 110) shows heavy crack from trim through 
first 1, drapery, button, curls, right tip of Y, cap and border. Press- 
man's coins shows additional cracks through date, from cap to 9* star, 
and *k from curl to 12% star. Pictured in the Guidebook. 

Rev. B. As /preceding. Cracked along lowest right leaf to border, 
a crack branch ing from this crack to 5 D and bage of final A and through 
middle of RIC. 

R-7, high. I have seen only two and know a third from its picture. 
(1) Barle 2374 seems to have reappeared as Dr. Green 248, nearly VF. This 
may be the piece pictured in the Gttuidebook. (2) Philip St%aus of | 
Baltimore owned the first one I wever saw in the Stack sale of part of 
his estate (1956 N.Y.Metropolitan Convention), it was lot 2406, realizing 
“$70. It was bought by New Netwherlands on behalf of a customer, who 
subsequently took it to a jeweler for removal of the mutilating initials 
M.I.C. in obverse #ifield. It was reconsigned with the "Cicero" material 
in the NN 55™ sale, lot 110, realizing $950. At the Miami F.U.N. con- 
vention, January 1963, I saw the piece in the bourse table of Rare Coin 
Co. of American. I do not know its present whereabouts. (3) A piece 
owned by one of the Priissman brothers in Cleveland is from the latfst 
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die state knotmwn. George Gozan, I believe, owns one, but I am not sure 
it is different from the Earle-Dr. Green piece. No others are reported 
as yet. The piece is not likely to drop below the level of high R-7 
for a long time to come, as I have been hunting examples of this rarity 
for twelve years. I first learnéd that it was a rarity when I found no 
wkkar auction records aside from Farle's, in indexing American auctions 
for ANS back in 1951. wnat/Olayp lng oneg muxxikx@xitxRaxdx was 
confirmation. It is another important naked-eye extype. 

Type IV. Small date, tall 5. 

B. 2-C. Small date, tall 5, E above IB. Clapp 2. 

Obv. 2. As preceding. Rusted but not cracked. 

Rev. C. Same as 1808 rev. B, 1809 rev. A, now rusted. The problem 
is to distinguish this die from D, which has the same style of 5 and 
in otherm ways closely resembles it. (1) I in motto below left tip of 
E, or what is “Sree thing, E in STATES above IB, In reverse D, B is 
above B, the » I/entirely to left. (2) % Final S above U and spate to 
right. In rev. D, final S is partly above U and largely above S in 
PLURIBUS. (3) Letters in UNITED are very close to border denticles. In 
rev. D, they gare quite distant. There are magny other minor differences, 
but these will a identification. 

R-6, high. Cf./Sleicher-Ryder coin, reatkppearing as Melish 1919; 
and the Gozan coin. . 


B. 2-D. Small date, tall 5, E above B only. Not in Clapp. 

Obv. 2. Perfect die. 

Rev. D. Same as the Tall 5 die of 1811. Sinklar to preceding. 
E in STATES above B, not above IBsy final S above S and partly above right 
part of Us; UNITED well away from border. 

R-6, lower. Op. WGC 358-9, Bell II 589, lot 570, EN 49” sale, etc. 
The rarity off this and preceding may have to be modified; both are rare, 
but earlier specimens are klikely to have been mislabeled. 
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Ill’s are Large Date, Large 5. B.1-A. Type I. 
Elder 10/1908:25 LD. F. $6.20 Elder. 


Breen 2-B: Fewer than 8 seen, none Unc.. 1) Pierce, Miles:347. 2) “Cicero,” 
KS 4/1987, Auction 81:1426, $20,000.00, R.E. Naftzger, Auction 82:1927, 
$4,250.00. This was NN jeweler repaired, see above. 


Small date, tall 5 3-D, & 4 unlisted. I cannot locate all the 4 unlisted at this 
time. B. 3-D see Bib. below in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:358 


2-D: 2 in S.L.. 


NB 89:81 1810 $5 SD LS: new obv.: ck base of date. ...A.c.t.o. CWAC many 
rare early US AV coins turned up in Europe 1979-80, stimulated by higher AV 
bullion prices. 


See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale, 
lot 180, Small date XF, $8.50. 


NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 


Letter from W.K.Raymond 1 Jan. 67. page 1 concern: 1804 1/2 Cent. Page 2: 
[...]$5. 1810 B1_b Large Date, Small 5—only one variety for type You list 
only two auction records: Geiss 1676, Miami-FUN 4173. I suspect your 
listing is deliberately only partial[...]to prevent and/or prove plagiarism ? In 
my tiny library a cursory check discloses the following Roach 532, VG, 
Royal 3672, AU, Rovensky 4005, VF. How many more must therebe, both in 
the Mehl catalogues I don’t have and in the J Kelly, Stack’s, Bolender, Elader, 
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etc. catalogues? Are you testing other numismatic scholars? Have you done 
this to any other date? [...]. 

NB: WBV#17p.56 below N[ew] N[etherlands] sales 55 & 56. 1810 Small 
Date. 





PCA III 2/14/77:315 $1,300.00. “Large Date, large wide 5[...]About 
Uncirculated-55[...].” Plate. __ ;316 $900.00. “large wide date, large wide 
5[...]About Uncirculated-55. Interesting obverse clash marks with portions of 
letter D A visible over cap. Light file adjustment marks on cheek[...].” Plate. 
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—:317 $800.00. “Large date, wide 5. Very Fine-35. Rim bruise over first T in 
STATES and on obverse left edge traces of file adjustment marks obliterate 
that beading[...].”. —:318 $525.00. “Large date, large wide 5. Fine-15. 
[...]tiny cut in edge below 81 in date and rim bruise over 3rd and 4th stars on 
left... jh® 


DNV 1810. Large date and 5 D. Breen 1-A. At worst a thin hai’’s [sic] 
breadth from Unc., faint handling marks. Shallow rim dent at 11th star. 
B0025. 

DNV 1801. Another, same dies. Same grade and quality; traces of cleaning. 
Light rim nicks below 5 D. B0026. 

DNV 1810 Small date, tall 5. Breen 2-D. Rev. of 1811. Sharpness between 
VF and EF, cleaned; rim nicks at 10th to 12th stars. Very scarce. B0027. 

OC NN 1952 ANA:587 “1810 Large date. Extremely Fine and lustrous.” 
Sold to Dickens $34. See Bib. below. 

NN 47:1437 “1810. Large date; large wide 5 D. Pale greenish gold, evidently 
with native silver content. Uncirculated. Brilliant, but with traces of the usual 
handling and adjustment marks. Guidebook at $75.00.” 


See Ltr ’64: WB to LE above as to LE’s holdings and varieties. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1674 VIMP. 

WB’s annot. CSNA 10/1960:877 Listed as “Small Date.” Was Large Date 
acto WB, see Catalogues below. 







380 





Small date, tall 5. entice Jncirculated. Variety with E in § ES : 
Sharp strike. 3D Sa mety with E in STATES above B. Rarity 6. 


381 0 ate, ta ~hoi J 
181 Small date, tall 5. Choice Uncirculated” Pale Orange toning. Faint die break at date 
and light adjustment marks barely noticeable over NITED. Very scarce type 3p n7 pe 


382 181¢ arge date, large e h : orange toned choice Uncirculated with very few 
8 I d. ge 5. Reddis re d » ~ula ; 
zg £ cula 1 e handling 





3 4 e de 4 i J 

383 1810 Large date, large S. Choice About Uncirculated. Nice lustre and boldly struck 

384 se date. large ‘ f a 
1810 Large date, large $. 5 has closed loop and is probably recut. Choice Extremely Fine¥f + 

385 1R11 


WB’s annot. K 1/75: 380-84 above. 
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Ill. is tall 5. 





(33 





1811 

Mintage 99,581. Probably some of these were dated 1810, as the 
1811 half-eagle is considerably rarer than the 1810 as a date, whereas 
from the mintages one would have expected to find about equal numbers 
of each. There are more 1810 i-A's than there are of ak% both varieties 
of 1611 taken together. Omly one obverse die and two reverses, which 
is another clue; no ster instance is verifiable in the half-eaglex 
series of uthis period of a single obverse xdie holding up fmunbroken 
through almost 100,000 impressions. $1813 might constitute an except- 
tion, howeverI, but again this date is probably M#S24¥ times rarer 
than 1812. 

B. 1-A. Tall 5. Clapp 2. 

Obv. 1. Only a single obv. die for this date. Small numerals, as 
in 1608-9; they are apparently from the punches used to make the dates 
on the single dime obv. of this year. All four digits lean left; final 
1's closer together than other numerals. 3 

Rev. A. Seme as rev. D of 1810. Very tall 5, leaning right, and 
distant from D. This 5 touches border, and is much taller than the D. 

R-4, nearer to R-5. Occasionally shows clash marks above date.un 
Compare WGC 360, Melish 1925-27, "Cicero" 112, lot 371, NN 49% sale, 
etc. As with most wf shun half-eagles of this period, generally comes 
VF to Unc. 

B. 1-B. Small 5. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Without and with clash marke above date. The dies may 
have clashed more than once, the traces of injury gradually wearing off 
or being repolished off. 

Rev. B. Small narrow 5, similar to that in rev. B of 1810, mt 
a different die. 5 D. closely spaced, the following period high and 
the whole group very distant from leaf and umusually close to finel A-- 


placed exceptionally far to right. STATES widely spaced and unusually 
close to OF; I below left upright of T, final S above S in motto and 
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SMALL 5 





P34 
space to right, rather than above U or US as on earlier dies. Border= 
denticles coarser than in the 1810 dies. Recutting on 5 D., which fades out. 
R-4, Somewhat more often seen than the 1-A, but it is still « 
very scarce coin. Cf. WGC 361; Bell II 591; Melish 1925-24 (the recutting 
present and then fadéd out); lot 745, MV 54™ sales "Cicero" 111, etc. 


PCA III 2/14/77:319 $3,000.00. “Small 5. Mint State-65[...].” Plate. 


LARGE 5 

Breen 1-A has reverse of 1810-D, but was struck before many 1810’s with 
this reverse, as the 1810’s often show signs of rust above eagle’s head & 
neck. Of the reported 99,851 minted this year over half were dated 1810. 
Corrected from 99,581 & other earlier figures. 
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Breen 1-A: 4 in S.L.. 

OC NN 1952 ANA:588 “1811. Large 5. A shade better than Very Fine, but 
with a few unimportant defects, including a very light scratch or two in the 
left obverse field. Rather scarce.” Sold to Cork $30. See Bib. below. 

See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale, 
lot 181, Small 5D, EF, $8.00. 


PCA III 2/14/77:320 $1,500.00. “Large tall 5. About Uncirculated-55. Clash 
marks above date and in field[...].” Plate. —:321 $1,100.00. “Large, tall 5. 
About Uncirculated-50[...].” Plate. —:322 $950.00. “Large tall 5. Extremely 
Fine-45[...]nick on edge over I in UNITED and pinpoint nick over AT in 
STATES[...].” Plate. 





Ill. is small 5. 





Ill. is tall 5. 
NB: WBV#15p5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 


DNV 1811. Tall 5 Breen 1-A. AU, faint signs of cleaning. Weak feathers left 
of shield, as made. B0028. 

DNV 1811. Tall 5. Another, same dies. Heavy clash marks from motto above 
date, from beak before neck, &c. Between VF and E [sic], light obv. pin 
scratches. B0029. 
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1812 





Ill. is small, wide 5 D. Breen 1-B, C-2. 3 in S.I.. 


C232 

Mintage reported as 58,087. As this date is very much commoner than 
1811, and perhaps twenty times commoner than 1813, probably many coins 
delivered in 1813 were from 1812 dies. One obverse and two reverse 
dies again, but this time they do not so readily fit the description 
or "major" varieties. I_stead of large and small 5's, we have only 
wider and closer 5 D. The small 5 continues. 

B. 1-A. Close 5 D. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Only one obv. die for the year. Large numerals, the 8 and 2 
apparently those used on the cent obverses. All digits lean left, as in 
1811. (Leftward digits are a peculiarity of many dies of all denomina- 
tions from 1809 through 1812. Was there a left-handed employee in the 
Engraving Depertment during that time?) 

Rev. A. 5 D. closely spaced. I in motto below right foot of T; 

U ikxerabelow space between ES, these positions somewhat simijar to 
those found on rev. A of 1819. 

R-4, possibly R-5. Cf. Melish 1928-9. Earlier thought commoner, 

but auction records are too infrequent to support that conclusion. 


B, 1-B. Wide 5 D. Clapp 2. 

Obv. 1. Later, showing onem or more sets of clash marks: motto 
above makm and within date, traces of eagle left and right of Miss 
Liberty, etc. 

Rev. B. Widely spaced 5 D., more than the width of D apart. I in 
make 
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Ill. is small, close 5D. Breen 1-A, C-1. 2 in S.L.. 





PIE 

[motto below serif of EB; final S directly above U. STATES rather 
closely spaced and quite distant from OF. Doubling, apparently from 
recutting, on KER AMER, on the very earliest die states; this quizckly 
fades. later, clask marks appear. fx 

R-2. One of the moxmst frequently seen half-eagles of this design. 
Cf. Judd 65, unc.; WGC 362; Bell II 593; Melish 1930-34; etc., etc. 
Melish 1930 was a double- or triple-struck freak--a most unusual item 
for gold coins. 





Ill. is wide 5 D. 
Breen 1-B: Many Unc’s., apparently from an old hoard. See Bib. WB’s copy 
G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 1-B 9/1974:1906. 


NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

PCA III 2/14/77: 323 $900.00. “[...]JExtremely Fine-45[...] wide 5 D[...].” 
Plate. —:324 $925.00. “Extremely Fine-40 Widely spaced 5 D. Faint edge 
bruise over final S in STATES[...].” Plate. —:325 $450.00. “Fine-15[...]. 
[ED.?close; wide?]. 


BMM 3/23/48:3677 “As Near a proof as I have ever seen[...].” $46.00. 
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DNV 1812. Wide 5 D. Breen 1-B. At most a thin hair’s breadth short of 
Unc., lustrous; tiny rim nicks above AME. B0031. 

DNV 1812. Another, same dies. AU, dull (from cleaning?), mny [sic] light 
obv. adjustment marks. Ex. “The N.Y. Auction featuring the colls. of Paul and 
Jack Bortin”:114. B0032. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
KS 4/3-4/59: “[...]Just a shade from Uncirculated[...].”. WB in pencil: 
“(weak RTY). 


2 i > sale 
388 1812 ae About Uncirculated: Large date leaning to the left. Beautiful pale yellow 
gold toning. Ex-H Chapman - eny lope and ticket enclos l al 
osed. 
; ils | at (5 
89 1812 Attractive About Uncirculated. Very sharp strike. ar. rB \ 


390 1812 Choice Extremely Fine. Nice strike. ef [B 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:388-90 above. 


B. 1-B detailed description see Bib. below. WB’s annot. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 
11/1975:1479, 1480, 1481. 


B. 1-A, B. 1-B high grade described in detail in WB's copy P.T.A. Breen 2 
6/75:359-363, VIMP. 

Elder 10/1908:29 Five distant from D. AU. Plate. $8.25 John. —:30 Five 
closer to D. F. $7.50 Jackson. 
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CAPPED HEAD LEFT 1813-34 





Ill. is Breen 1-A, C-1. 
6 in S.I.. None with 1814 rev.. 


1813 


: 2 1813 
Mite 95,428, 
New design, presumably by Reich. Obverse shows head of Liberty, 


without drapery, on a much larger scale than previous profiles. The 
cap is much more close-fitting. Curls somewhat resemble those on the 
1807-12 design but are not identical. Rounded truncation of bust 
shows. This head continued to be used until 1829, in which year 
modifications of design appeared in the new hub introduced by William 
Kneass. Stars mare no longer divided 7 + 6 but rather formm a contin- 
uous line around and above head. Dates are larger than on previous 
years except for 1810 and 1812. The eagle is also ma different in 
minor details, most noticeably i, nearest kkaw his body; 
shield is amaller, arrows much wider and more spread apart, motto 
letters taller, claws much larger and the individual ones more 
spread apart, leaves longer and wider, etc. Border denticulation on 
both sides is much more coarse thm formerly. 

The half-eagles from 1813 through 1834 first type(with motto) 
are all far more rare than one would expect from the mintages, only 
a few dagtes being at all often offered (18135, 14, 18, 20, 23, 26). 
As the mintages were not mso much smaller than former ones, sumtke 
nor was the gold appreciagbly softer, nor did any design feature con- 
tribute to abnormally rapid wear, we must seek other causes for the 
uilusually low Characteristic Ratio (Number Surviving / Number Mintmged). 
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In the National Archives I turned up a passing reference to public 
assays in Paris, 1831, in which some forty thousand half eagles of 
"recent mintage"--presumably dated in the 1880's--had been melted and 
found upon testing to be of full weight and fineness. This sort of 
thing, probably representing many more tk such tests than the one men- 
tioned, doubtless accounts for some part of the undue rarity of coins 
of this period. But for the xemmtmteryxwexm full explanation, we must 
look into American monetary history of the period. The most succinct 
xeraioustatement is in Carkothers, Fractional Monty, 75: 

"The ratio of 15 to 1, very close to the world's market ratio when 
Hamilton selected it, was out of line before the end of the century. 
By 1799 the ratio in Hemburg and London was 15 3/4 to 1. At this rate 
it did not pay to take gold bullion to the mint. Gold == was not 
imported [into the U.S.] when the balance of trade brought metal to 
the United States. The coinage of silver exceeded gold coinage each 
year save one [1820 ] in the period from 1805 to 1834. Gold coinage 
did not cease, however, small supplies of bullion coming in from 
Mexico, the West I,dies, and later years from Georgia and North 
Carolina. ... But U.S. gold was not a general medium of circulation 
after 1800, and after 1825, when a dollar in gold had reachec a value 
of $1.02 in silver, it ceased to circulate entirely." Bank reserves, 
payments abroad, and major purchases in this country, mumstaket tek 
used mostly Spanish silver, though many banks held half-dollars in 
qwantity, issuing paper currency in amounts far beyond even that modest 
backing. Some of Carothers's remarks require further explanation. 

The shift in the gold to silver ratio from 15:1 to 15.75:1 and 
higher figures meant largely that large ptt tg of silver kat--mainly 
in Latin America, it appears--had begun to affect world trade. An umx 
cunce of gold wam had been equated by bullion dealers with 15 oz. of 
silver, trades at that ratio (coin being mmum mffan accepted by weight 
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réther than by tale)being freely WAGE in either direction at convenience. 
As the ty supply of silver inc-eased in proportion to gold, the same 
amount of gold would buy more silver, or what is the same thing, a given 
amount of silver would buy less gold. Gold therefore tended to be 
hoarded rather than sent to mints for coinage at former standards. 

By the mercantile theory, wealth was equated with actual possession of 
the precious metals. Any economic situation which resulted in a large 
outflow of either precious metal to another country was discouraged. 
Foreign trade with the United “tates w--KYas with other countries--was 
manimwpulated by Britain in such a way that preferentially the balance 
would over the years mresult in ginflow of precious metals to Britain 
rather than out of that country. ‘The small coinages fram of gold from 
1814 through 1829 inclusive reflect this state of affairs. larger 
coinages from 1650 on at least partly represent gold discoveries in 
Georgia and the Carolinas. At the same time,am the Bechtlers were coining 
the local product into gold coins of their own design; since these did 
not imitate the United States pxaiu mint product, and were of good 
weight and reasonable fineness (considering the primitive equipment 
available to the Bechtlers), successive Mint Directors made no objection 
to the practice. : 

When Congress finally passed the mAct of June 28, 1834, reducing 
the weight of the gold coins, the "old tenor" gold of 1795-1834 with 
motto became worth over SIXSE 6% premium in terms of new gold,and 
millions of dollars' worth were sent ink to the Mint for recoinage in 
the next few years. (Further details on this will be given under 
1834.) These recoinages tumbet account for axemnsiterahie the rarity 
of many dates in the 1621-34 Type I period. 

It is probably significant that the vast majority of half-eagles 
between 1813 and 1834 Type I are in Extremely Fine to Uncirculated 
condition. This immediately tells the story: they circulated very 
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briefly or not at all before going to banks, estates, or collectors’ 
cabinets (many of the latter in England), where they stayed for decades 
longer before reaching numismatic circulation. British collectioz‘ns 
have been the source of many a rare half-eagle within the last century; 
American gold coins were probably very seldom seen over there, and 
were promptly snapped up. To the present day the Sotheby and Glendining 
auctions frequently feature rare early United States gold, some of it 
in mint state or nearm that level--coins not previously recorded here. 
The famous Murdocyh sale of 1903 was exceptionally rich in such material. 

For 1813 only a single die veriety is now known, though Edgar 
H. Adams claimed two reverse varieties. The variety here described 
is Aégams 2, Clapp 1, Newcomer 94. In ANS 1914, Woodin loan, were two 
1813's described as having slight variations 14 noteneee? A sonsivitity 
is that one of the Woodin coins might have been plugged and reengraved 
so as to produce such differences--a cause which accounted for the 
@ileged second variety of the 1826 quarter engle. 

B, 1~A. 

Obv. 1. Date well spaced, 15 a trifle closer than other digits. 
3 almost touches curls. 

Rev. A, lerger 5 than on former reverses except for 1810 D = 1811 
Ay this 5 resembles that found on 1815 quarter dollars and half eagles. 
Arrows at about right sides ofuprights of R and I, almost or quite 
touching both. 5 close to leaf. I below right edge of upright of T; 
S above US. 

R-5. Aymost all seen are in the EF to Une. range. A rare coin, 
though probably not R-6. At least one specimen was altered to "1615". 


Dies by Reich: Notch on one point of star 13. 
EXIMP: See Bibliography below for WB’s original ms. concerning 
information found in Adams NB’s. 


Page 61 of 261 








B. 1-A, note arrowhead positions. 


In WB’s vast number of photos BV found this non- 
marked: The different reverse, Rev. B (1-B). Compare 
it to other dates: 1813 & earlier, 1814 (not 
*14) & later. 





Note arrow tip below upright of R. 





Breen 1-B described in G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1907 
details in Bib. below. “... variety not in the original monograph...S beginning 
above center of E in motto. ...” confirms photo. 
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See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale: 
lot 182 EF, $8.30. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

PCA III 2/14/77 “Beck” had 4 pcs. Lots 326-29. 

NN 47:1438 “1813. New type; larger head (continuing to 1829, in which year 
the Kneass improvements appeared on the gold coins and half dimes). 
Lustrous Unc. Now listed to $110.00. Ex Elder.” $95.00. 

DNV HEAD LEFT. 1813. Not in Breen [1977]. Differs from Breen 1-A by 
having S(T) above right part of E in motto. AU, brilliant, light handling 
marks, abrasions on and r. of cap, scratches before face and above UNI; 
better looking than it sounds. Very rare, first variety of the year. B0033. 

DNV 1813 Breen 1-A, rev. of 1814. S(T) above upright of E. Better than EF 
sharpness, but loop removed with supreme skill; scratch above eagle’s head, 
shallow rim dent opposite wingtip at left. Rare, much better looking than it 
sounds. B0034. 

KS 4/3-4/59:2654 “[...]Choice Uncirculated. Mint bloom[...].” 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1678. 

See WB’s annotated CSNA below 10/1960:878 “Heavy obv. dent’. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 





{ 
pas \4 
[B> 
Lot No. 391 
” . - sith 
7 fter “type”. Attractive Uncirculated wit 
New type. Large head. Very much sought-a! a 
i 1 a ‘ mint Seen: You have your choice of eight pieces ~ an unheard of opportunity: Ut 





392 1813 Choice Uncirculated. Attractive toning. Scarce this nice. 1B AY 


f : iow left 
393 1813 ‘Brilliant Uncirculated. Light yi gold and full mint bloom. ~_ area below le 
z, wing; balance of strike sharp. Vena 


394 1813 _ Brilliant About Uncirculated. Mint lustre. th - lop 

395 1813 Choice About Uncirculated. Very pleasing appearance and unmarred surfaces. } iy aZ/ , 
396 1813 Brilliant About Uncirculated. Nice strike with considerable lustre still adhering. 1A At 93% 
397 1813 Shade from About Uncirculated. A lovely specimen. Worth a premium bid. 4 B ab + 


398 1813 Sharp Extremely Fine. Very faint handling marks. | 
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1814 





2 in SL. 
Ill. is overdate. Breen 1-A, C-1. 





1814 
Mintage 15,454. Only one die variety known, and it is an overdate, 
1814/13. As in 1809, later die states fshow only microscopic traces of 


(89 


B. ue He 4 over 33 reverse of 1813. 
Ovv./Date is 1814 over 18, but this is not the same die used on 
the known 1813's. The 3 is farther from the curls, and 18 are wider 


the moriginal digit. 


spaced. Later die states show clash marks%, the strongest ones being 
stripes of the shield in Miss Liberty's ear. Afterwards, the die was 
either repolished or worn down; the clash marks are now much less 
prominent, and the traces of 3 (principally its uppxter right corner) 
are aluost invisible at 4. Claims of perfect date varieties, here as 
in 1809, invariably refer to these late states. The last specimens show 
crack through 14 (e.g. Atwater 1633). 

Rev. A. Same as 1815 Rev. A. Now sometimes with clash marks, but 
these aren never strong. 

R-6, borderline. Not impossibly at the upper border of R-5, and 
we may never know exactly. I can account for about twenty specimens 
in all, at least five or six of them being uncirculated, the rest mostly 
EF with ea few VF's and a few AU's. 


Dies by Reich: Notch on one point of star 13. 
Possibly 0.2% of mintage remain extant. 
See Bibliography below; 1814/13 EXIMP. 
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4 OVER 3 


See Bib. below WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:366 —:367 in high grades 
described in detail. 


NB 97:50 Byron Reed coll. 1814 $5. U sharp. 

See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale, 
lot 183, VF, $20.25. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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KS 4/3-4/59:2655 ‘CU’. 
See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1679. 
BMM 1950:350 ‘U’. 






iny surface nicks vstoTe Unter <i 


i 7ine. Nice even wear. Many t ’ 
3. Attractive Very Fine. Nic » seal. 


4 over . , 
399 ~=—:1814 _-smagnifiention. Supposedly less than 30 specimens know 


— a - 


WB’s annot. K 1/75: 399 above. 


Want of Gold Deposits 1814. 

Small mintage of gold, due to small deposits: QE 1809-20 & E 1805-37 = 0. 
Small gold deposits in Jan.-May 1814 < $9K; June & Aug. 1814 Bank of P.A. 
gold deposits (two) $46.5K. 


Warrant # Date Struck 
707 3/28/14 3,155 
709 4/2 709 
718 7/29 3,028 
719 7/30 5,100 
724 9/12 2,875 
726 9/19 690 
Tot. 15,454 


Page 67 of 261 


1815 & ey | 


1815 

Mintage 635. I went to considerable trouble to find the story 
behind this mintage, particularly the reasons--if any--for ite smail 
size. So far as I know shumuxxeaenxexkaxexnex the story has never 
been published anywhere. Readers of my Silver Coinages monograph will 
know some of it already--in particular, why RE MASRRRbE Riss Sieetounx 
metak was coined in 1816HNWxx, and why no gold in 1817--but the part 
of the record having to do with gold was not publisheé in that monograph. 
I reproduce it here, from Bullion Jqurnal "c", in the National Archives. 

June 24, 1815. Thomas Parker deposited & standard gold valued at 
$337.44. 

duly 3. Charles Kalkman deposited gold valued at $1054. 

Oct. 30. The Bank of Pennsylvania deposited gold valued at $328.03/2. 

The same day, the Treasurer of the Mint sent to the Melter & Re- 
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Dies by Reich: Notch (near lower outer) point of star 13. 


P4e 
finer the above collection of gold coins and bullion, debiting him with 
together with some 1814-demposited 
$1719.4772 in gold. This lot--ay»paxenkixxkkexmmtgx gold then in the 
nint--went through the normal processes. 

November 3. The Coiner struck and delivered 655 half-eagles plus 
three extra for assay (these were tested by the Assay Commission on 
Feb.%$12, 1816, together with $2 in half dollars and quarter dollars). 
Sundry Accounts were paid, including the three abovenamed depositors, 
plus $16.71 compensation being retained by the Mint for xmf expenses 
of refining subst@iidard gold which had to be brought ¥p to 3MN916.66 
fine. 





Dec. 31 : $3661. 33 fit for ‘coining ‘Temained ‘in Coinar's hands wnooined. 
Jan. 11, 1816. A fire in the rear building of the mint damaged 


rolling and cutting apparatus sufficiently to make any further coinage 
of gold or silver impossible until extensive repairs could be made. 
Cents could be coined, and were, mk because the mint imported the 
planchets readymade. However, the precious metals were normally de- 
posited in various forms and conditions, requiring to be melted and 
cast into ingots, rolled into coin-thick strips, and cut inte blanks 
of proper size. Damage to rolling mills or cutting presses would make 
coinage impossible. The Myint Director ga took this opportunity to 
institute a program of mechanical improvements, including among many 
other things much heavier and more efficient rolling mills,aut which 
required fewer passes through them to bring ingots down to proper 
thickness to mmin cut and coin. 

Only a single variety of this year. Now that a piece altered 
from 1815 has been discovered--I have seen a color transparency of 
it from Ed Schuman--any specimen alleged to be of 1815 must be authen- 
ticated, as other alterations may exist. 


B. 1-A. Winth ster almost touches M#Pky rev. of 1813-14. 
Obv. 1. D&te similar to that on the quarter dolers. 13% star 
closer to heir than in 1813; 9" star almost touches cap. 


Breen later found out this rev. was second var. of 1813. 
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P4/ 

Rev. A. Same as 1813 A = 1814 A. No clash marks visible. 

R-7, xbPiixtinax It is a matter of doubt whether twelve or only 
eleven specimens survive of kits the 635 originally minted; xitwikxes 
and rumor, a3 always, would have it that a few others are zetill around 
unaccounted for. But as four of these coins are impounded in museums, 
and probably some of the others of unknown present location are in 
estates, the coin's Rerity 7 status remains uncompromised and un- 
doubted. That even eleven or twelvem specimens are traceable will come 
as & surprise to many collectors and possibly as a rude te shock to 
those dealers who have been acoustomed to offer £1815's every few 
years with the claim that only four, or five, or six are kmown. The 
1815 is such a well-publicized item (largely because of its spectacular 
low mintage) that as complete a provenance list as I coul¢ compile will 
be worth giving here. Thet it is not more complete can be astoribed to 
several factors, most notably the identical condition of some specimens 
mexking them impossible te tell apart without direct comperison, and — 
the reuse of old cuts from one catalogue to another, and the lackof 
interest in pedigsree displayed by some derlers. 

The known 1815's are as follows. 

1. Smithsonian Insttitution, on loan from the Mint Collection, 
bought for the Mint account ky at en auction, December 4, 1885, for 
a then high $299. Unceirovlated. 

2. Swedish Mint Museum, Stockholm. Formerly the property of 
the King of Sweden (which one?). Uncirculated. 

3. NJohns Hopkins University collections. ex John Work Gerkett 
estate, ex Thomas Harrison Garkett. Unc. 

4. Hartford State Library, Hertford, Connecticut, ex J.C. 
Mitchelsszon estate. Unc. 

5. Eliasberg, ex J0mn H. Clepp. Unc. 

6. Baldenhofer 1232, ex King Farouk, ex E.H.R.Green. "AU." 

7. Amon Carter, Jr., of uncertein provenance, but claimed to be 
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pf 
unc. This may be the "H.R.Lee" coin, ex Eliasberg, John H. Clapp, 
Chapman ca. 1909, and possibly Parmelee 894, ex Mendes T. Cohen, 1875. 

8. Atwater 16584, /ex Oel Janes W. Ellsworth vie Weyte Raymond, 
KSHEDENFJWilliam H. Woodin, H.2Q.Granberg, B.Max Meh) 1912. Called, 
variously, "AU" and 3"Practically Une." 

9. George Walton estate, ex Dr. Cligford Smith 1680, ex mxktix 
Davis-Graves 1447. Unc., tiny edge nick opposite seooni leaf group. ~ 

10. Untraced, ex @¥a Virgil Brand, 1909. Unc. (7) 

_ t —!€, ex Jemes Ten Byck, 1922. Nearly unc. (Was this in 

12. The former Clinton Hester coin, ex "Memorable" 314 (1948); 
the cut used for this coin was also used for Menjou 1460, making 
provenance impossible to establishex/. Kets Unec., morem or less, with 
rim nick just left of 5 on reverse. 

A thirteenth specimen is rumored to exist, said to be in well worn 
condition--the only one known so (Pine or VF). ; 

It is singular that of the dozen known, at least six different 
ones have been described as finest known at one time or another. This 
is perheps understandable when one realizes that most specimens surviving 
are uncirculated and the differences are infinitesimal--and that most 
dealers would not have seen more than one of these in a generation, 


close-up enough to compare even by memory any given one with another. 


Updated/revised ca. 1985 from ms’. damaged in flood #1 S&/or #2.. 
Employment of a light table, a little basic chemistry & magnification restored 
some data. Much of the type entry of this study on US. gold, all 
denominations, was recovered in this way. Some info. & photos were 
damaged beyond use. 

W. Breen wrote in a developing style. He thought an outline mentally, he 
wrote a rough-draft (suitable as a final for most people) then revised, revised, 
revised. In his notebooks he stated about every five years he was ashamed of 
the writings of the past 5 years, 1960, 1965, 1970[...]. 

See numbers above, below is updated &/or corrected information. 

1) Unchanged, but additional info.: 8.749 grs. 155 degrees rotated. 

2) Unchanged. 
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3) W. Elliot Woodward, Harold P. Newlin, THG, JWG, JHU, Garrett:460, 
$150,000.00, Auction 84:901, $79,750.00. Borderline Unc.. 

4) Unchanged, but add: loop removed. 

5) 1884 Massamore, Elder 1917, W.J. Jenks, Herman Ely, H.P. Smith:204, 
“VF,” $1,050.00 (from Chapman Bros., May 1906), private collector, 
Stickney:660, $2,000.00 (1907), EF, Menjou:1460. [T.H. Garrett fits in 
somewhere]. 

6) Col. Mendes I. Cohen:638, Parmelee, Chapman (ca. 1909), John H. Clapp, 
Louis Eliasberg (duplicate), “H.R. Lee,” private collector Borderline Unc.. 

7) This #8 above B. Max Mehl (1912), H.O. Grandberg, W.H. Woodin, Col. 
James W. Elsworth, Knoedler Galleries, Wyate Raymond, Waldo C. 
Newcomer, William Cutler Atwater, Carter:655, $57,750.00. AU. 

8) H.P. Smith, J.H. Clapp, Eliasberg:370, $71,500.00 Unc.. 

9) Is #6 above. Waldo Newcomer, Col. E.H.R. Green, Farouk, Spink:234, 
N:767. 

10) W.G. Baldenhofer, AU. “Ex farouk.” 

11) This is #9 above. H.P. Graves, Dr. Clifford Smith [See Catalogues below 
S Smith 5/55:1680], George Walton estate. 1976 ANA:2935, $75,000.00, 
Stanley Kesselman, R.E. Naftzger, Brent Pouge. Unc., rim nick opposite 
second leaf group. 

12) This is # 11 above. James Ten Eyck (sold by Mehl in 1922), Col. James 
W. Flanagan, “J.F. Bell:_ (Jacob Shapiro), “Memorable”:314, Clinton Hester, 
Lilly, S.I. 8.727 grs. 155 degree rotation, AU+, rim nick just left of 5 in value. 
Kagin 111:1819 of Dec. 31, 1951 called Unc., may be the same as others 
listed above, possibly numbers 6, 11, or 12. 

Which is #10 abovel2 above ms. is indeed 12 below. 

This equals herding a clowder of felines. And the Heisenberg Uncertainty 
Principal!: I know where it is, not where it came from; I know where it came 
from, I know not where it is! [Photons] Yes, records from many sources and 
years, there are inaccuracies..... 





Is this 1815 or 
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NB 53:65 1815 $5 ACjr, K Lipton(sic?), KG, Gene Sanders. Looks to be #7 
on original ms. above. 


Among collectors of coins in the early 1900’s, among questions asked: What 
is the most desirable & rarest half eagle? The answer invariably was the 
1815. At the beginning of the 2000’s the answer is the 1822, due mostly to 
research. However the 1815 remains a famous rarity. Mehl’s 1941 sale of the 
William Forrester Dunham Collection contained a 1822 but no 1815. 


Primary source, NB’s, scraps of papers, envelope reverses, Breen archives. 
Revising the ms. above. 

1) Mint, S.I.. Purchased by auction Dec. 4, 1885 __, for the mint cabinet. 
Unce.. 

2) Swedish King ___ which one?, to Swedish Mint Museum, Stockholm. 
Unc.. 

3) W.Elliot Woodward, H.P. Newlin 10/31/1884. Johns Hopkins...the Garrett 
family. 

4) HSL, from J.C.M. 

5) Harlin P. Smith (Chapman Bros., May 1906), J.H. Clapp (1942), to 
Eliasberg. 

6) As above, B:1232, KF, E.H.R.G.. 

7) Carter, as stated above. 

8) No changes. 

9) No changes. 

10) No changes. 

11) No changes. 

12) No changes. 

13) No changes. 


Forgeries exist: Altered final digit of genuine 1813’s, examination of the 
reverse is of no help: the same reverse was used on most 1813’s and all 
1814-5 coins. Look for monkey business around date with high 
magnification. Star positions: 1813, 2nd & 5th (clockwise, counting lower 
left star as #1), respectively, aim at above center of dentil & between dentils; 
on genuine 1815, these stars, respectively, aim at bottom & center of dentils. 

For the ‘Second Variety’ see above ms. text p. 90 paragraph #3. In 1958 
Breen wrote this in one of his NB’s: 1815 $5: Die-struck forgery, oversize 
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(26mm), head larger than genuine coin, stars smaller, numerals in ruder style, 
border dentils and edge reeding much finer than genuine; leaves are blunt, 
letters crude (especially R), & eagle is without lower beak. 


NB 89:81 $5 1815 “vf (in>ef) TH Garett, Mason’s 1884...Elder 1917. 
a.c.t.o. CWAC many rare early US AV coins turned up in Europe 1979-80, 
stimulated by higher AV bullion prices. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 


Below: “H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1235 realized $2,950.00 


THE EXCESSIVELY RARE 1815 HALF EAGLE 


1235 1815 The second rarest half eagle in the series. This is a perfect 
Uneireulated gem with full mint lustre. From 1890 to 1943. 
Only 5 specimens were sold, they included the Smith, Stick- 
ney, James Ten Eyck, and Flanagan specimens. The prices 
realized were from $1000 to $3600, and we venture to say that 


this coin will reach far above the price set for the Flanagan 
coin which was $3600.00. 


Cohen:138 below. 


mene eigenen al es 
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BMM A.Carter 10/55:205 “1815 This is one of the very rarest of all U. S. 
$5.00 gold pieces. Uncirculated with semi-proof surface; only the highest 
portions show slight cabinet friction. One of the great rarities of the series.” 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1818 





Ill. is Breen 1-A, C-1. 
NORMAL DIES 


1818 

Mintage 48,588. The head used on these coins and later ones 
through--apparently--1889 first type ma differed from that used for 
1813¥-14 coins. The differences are slight and require a glass and 
direct comparison of coins to notice. Most of them are in the central 
curls, which show much more details in the later head, and a trifle 
less high relief. Notice particularly the curls below ER, above ear. 
The eagle appears to be the same as on earlier dates. Beder defele/ ore K.. 

Thmeree varieties for this date: wide 5 D., close 5 Dand very 


Dies now by Robert Scot. ‘> g 
Ill. is close 5D, STATESOF e word. 
STATESOF (ONE WORD) 
Ds 
E De 
S 5D/50 Breen 3-C, C-3. 


Breen 2-B, C-1. 
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5D OVER 50 


p93 
close 5D/50. ‘The last-named seems to be a blundered die--a zergo was 
first punched in, as though the engraver were making a 50¢ reverse, then 
corrected to a D. This die se was also used in 1819. 


B, 1-A-e 5 distant from leaf, 5 D. wide, STATES OF normal. A-23 
0-2; N-98. 

Obv. 1. Pirst ax star fairly near bust, similar to 1815; about its 
own diameter away, mo more. 13% star nearly touches curl from the side 
at right. First 1 away from bust. leter, break from rim to 6" star, 
cap, curls, final & end frim. 

Rev. A. Rather widely spaced 5 D. es in 1815, the 5 distant from 
leaf--about its own width away or a trifle more. STATES OF normally 
spaced, somewhat similarly to 1815; I in motto directly under upright 
of T, final Sebove S and space toke left. Arm & ote f Rad Lupa 4C. 


R-6, high, possibly low R-7. Cf. WGC 566, Donlon 1566, Nelieh 
1940. This is the variety alluded to as no. 1 of the year in ANS 
1914, Woodin loan. The notation on WGC 366 is mysterious and apparently 
confused, That lot, with the die break, is claimed to be from entirely 
different dies from lot 365, with differently placed letters. Tot 365 
is pictured, does not show the break (though possibly the cut is as 
fault here), and appears to be from the identical dies 1-A just de- 
seribed. A» 366 is not pictured, the source of this confusion is 
in doubt. I would not use this es evidence for a fourth varitty. 


B. 2-B. STATES OF one widely spaced word; closer 5 D., 
close to leaf. A-3; C-1; N-99. 

Obv. 2. Pirst star very distant from bust, nearly twice its own 
diameter away. 13“ star more than a millimeter away from right side of 
curl. 61 ahmat trek, Fart aaah tote bul. 

Rev. B. STATES OER spaced as though one seven-lettered word, 
the S far from wing, the F close to wing. i in motto not tinder T ai all 
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butm under right tip of Ay final S not over US but rather over first U 
of UNUM, which is a most anomalous position. 5 D. closely spaced, the 
5 much less than its own width away from leaf. Arrows to right etand of 
R and between IC. 

~6. Byxexbeast rare of the 1819%s,xbut a most distinctive type. 
Judd 72, une.; "Cicero" 114; Gaylord 314; Bell II 597 (which claims a 
hairline obversez crack not showing on the plate or on any specimen 
known to me); variety #35 of ANA 1914, Woodin loan. 


B. 3-C. Close 5D/50. A-1; 0-2; N-97. 

Obv. 3. Stars more widely spaced than on preceding dies. Pirst 
str = little more than its own diameter away from bust, GABALIEDIS 13 
13" star just touches curl from below, and makg close to numeral 8-- 
only a little more than the width of the 8 away. Dete spaced as in 
obv. 2, but first 1 not so close to on 

Rev. C. Very closely spaced 5D, °/tne Sour @ zero; small dot 
above upright of D, in field. Leaf unusually close to U. STATES OF 
distant from each other, the words closely spaced. I in motto below 
upright of BE; final S above second U in PLURIBUS ani space left. 
Arrows to slightly past center of R and zbetween IC. 

R-6, rarer than 2-B, possibly a little less trare than 1-A. 
Cf. NW 54% sale, lot 748, where this variety was publicised as a blundered 
die for the first time since the H.P.Smith sale of 1906. Compare also 
NSITFEXTSRZY Donon 1365,/0.i-Hal? 1891 (probably the Col. Green coin), 
Miami-?.U.N, sale, lot 4180, Afoodin hed one ex Parmelee 904, VF. In 
NN's Numisma, vol. 3, no. 2, March 1956, lot 23876, was 2 BU specimen, 
apparently ex Melish 1939. Lester Merkin #formerly owned another un- 
circulated piece. ‘The most distinctive of the 1818's. 


na Noe 


Garrett:461 is B. 1-B. And hagel:614 (4 Landmark coll. B&M 3/1989). 

2-B is Randall, Clapp, Eliasberg:372, see WB invitation to Eliasberg. Ren, 
Melish: 1940, N:768. 

1-A is Clapp, Eliasberg:371, AU. 
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Breen 3-C Discovery coin H.P. Smith (1906), Clapp, Eliasberg:373, Unc., 
$39,600.00; rediscovered (by Breen, from memory from the Eliasberg coll 
inspection, WB wrote catalog for NN) NN:748. NN:12/15/56, N:769. Mint, 
S.I.. Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I.. Rev. C a.k.a. “Blundered die”, see 1819. 





278 1818 Breen 2-B. Reverse with STATESOF as one word. Select Brilliant 
Uncirculated, MS-63. Exquisitely and sharply struck. With obverse 
die crack. We put this i in boldface type, for Walter Breen specifically 
questions a listing of several decades ago (the Bell Collection) “which 


the neck, the curl, the neck again, the final curl, through the top of 
the last 8 in the date, slanting slightly to the right, through the bot- 
tom of the 8, to the left side of a border denticle. 


While the number of people collecting half eagles by die varieties 
can probably be counted on the fingers of one’s hand, still it is desirable 
to extend space here to clarify what is either a new variation or a 
slight confusion in the Breen manuscript. 

A splendid specimen worthy of close bidding attention. 

From Chicago dealer S.C. Stevens in November 1895. Virgil Brand's 
inventory No. 14,670. 





“weak letters....... 6th--..... rc 

Walter Breen’s catalog V. Brand sale Part 1, November 1983, B&R. All of the 
following V. Brand catalog annotations by Breen are for historical purposes 
only. 

See important catalogs below for: W. Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale, lot 
184, VF, rev. damaged by mounting $10.00. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1819 


Ill. is 1-A. 





1819 C&S 


Mintage reported as 51,723. Not impossibly many of these were 
dated 1818; on the other hand, the numbers surviving of all dates from 
now onxkmar through 1834 first type bearm little relationk to the mintages 
--the Characteristic Ratios are infinitesimally small anyway, in the 
neighborhood of the following figures: 


181$--0.0 


1820--0.1 


and so forth. These are among the smallest survival percentages known 
in American coinage. 

The date 1819 is chiefly notable for the reappearance of the 5D/50 
blundered die. 


B. 1-A. 5D/50. Adams 13 Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Pirst star a little closer to bust than usual, about its own 
diameter away or minutely less. 13% star presents two points to cul, 
both gvery close, the upper more so. In date, numerals seem to be the 
mes used on smallMate cents, the first 1 almost touching bust. 

Rev. A. Same as reverse C of 1818. 5D over 50, the D much too close 
to 5 and with a dot above the upright. 

R-7. TR the best of my knowledge, exactly five specimens survive. 

I list them in apparent order of condition. (1) Wolfson 361, ex "Memorable" 
316, WGC 367, Woodin (exhibited at ANS 1914 as variety #2), D.S.Wilson 
sale in 1907. Unc., choice. (2) E]iasberg, ex J°nn H. Clapp, H.P. 
Smith, Bx. Fine or so. (3) Unknown present owner, ex Speed 7% sale, lot 
1403, Charles M. Williams collection, Dunham 2091, Stickney -saBe (1907). 

. Fine, (4) Unknown ptresent owner, said to be a Texas oilman, via 
Stack's, ex NN 49% sale, lot 376, Louis Eliasberg, "H.R.Lee" mats 1237, 
Col. FPlanegan sale, Earle 2386. EF plus, lustrous, minute repair at 
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5D OVER 50 


See identical reverse die 1818. 


Pie 


top obv. (not visible clearly from either side). (5) Unkmown present 
owner, ex RXGYEEREH Jan. 1963 Schulman-Kreisberg sale, lot 1966, "Oregon 
consignor", Atwater 1636, Carpentier collection. VF. The cut in the 
Atwater sale is the one from the Dunham mmkkez sale, but the descriptions 


enable correct pedigree to be made. () Onk- provers (ewer 5 ] ORAS Soa 
RL, 1 96S. {Wns Lele Tay EF bod ploy) “Tere Times. 


B. ¥-B. First star away from bust; normal 5 D. A-2; C-2. 

Obv. He 1. As last. 

Rev. B. 5 D. moderately closely spaced, the 5 mmuxaxkk nearly twice 
its own width away from tleaf. I in motto below left tip of E; S above 
U and space right. Arrows to r. of center of R and between Ic, favoring 
C. R in AMERICA tilts left, its left base below that of Ey its upright 
about parallel to that of E. 

R-7. Possibly five or sigx are known, but pedigrees are more 
difficult to trace, The finest one appears to be the one in the Ds 
Clifford Smith sale, lot 1682 (1955 NY Metropolitan Convention). ex 
Davis-Graves sale, lot 1449, ex R.Coulton Davis, supposedly from John 
W. Haseltine in 1881. It is uncirculated. One other uncirculated piece 
is known--Permelee 909--but its present owner is uncertain (was it in 
the Walton estate?). Col. E.H.R.Green had two specimens of thie date, 
at least one of them of this variety, ex Newcomer, Woodin (privately 
via B.Max Mehl about 1914), Mougey 1670. Amon Carter Jr. has a VF 
which may or may not be of this variety; I have not had oppozrtunity to 
see the coin. 


B, 2-B. First star practically touches bust; normal 5 D. A-3; C-3. 
Obv. 2. Distinguished from all others by having first star practically 
touching bust, somewhat similarly to mseveral 1820 dies. 
Rev. B. As preceding. 
R-8. The only one traced is Ten Eyck 185. This sold for $900 plus 
5%, and was subsequently resold privately at $3000. It is believed to 
have gone to Newcomer and then to Col. Greens; later history unknown. 
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Ill. is 1-B. 


\), 
‘ 


i) 


& 





behalf of The Jot 
by mone 


6. The Garrett Collection sol 
University, November 1979, A son Garrett from W. wet 


1A. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated, 
9 119 With 5D over $0; Breen 12. COs net known examples 


MS-5, or very, very the cole | 


wand lanuary 27, 1883. Earlier from | 


“clash in shield”. 
Walter Breen’s catalog annotations V. Brand sale B&R Nov. 1983. 
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NB: WBV#2 Artyfact is 6th specimen. 


Collector Circulation [early nomenclature], &/or Condition Censes [later]. 
All to follow. 

Cc: 

1819 ? Which var.? A) Woodin (ANS 1914), F.C.C. Boyd, WGC:_, 
Wolfson, Unc..A-1. B) Stickney (Chapman 6/1907 $2K), Dunham:2091 via 
Mehl, CM: _ WMS, Mengan. C) Earle:__, “VF.”, Eliasberg. D) Carpenter, 
Atwater; _, “Oregon Colby” [is #5 ms. above: 1-A], H.R. Lee; NN:49 EF+. 
KS 1/1965, VF. 

Ms. #4) “[...]minute repair at top obv. [...].” is George H. Earle:2386 6/1912. 
Newcomer specimen was a private sale via. BMM 1914. 

B. 1-A: Possibly 7 known, these below probably are same as above & on ms., 
not in the same order. 1) Mint, S.I.. 8.738 grs. 350 degrees rotated. 

2) J.J. Mickley, W.S. Appleton, Woodward (1/27/1883) T.H.G, [JHU] 
Garrett:462, $85,000.00, R.E. Naftzger, Brent Pogue, Unc.. 

3) Is #2 above. H.P.S was Chapman Bros. May 1906 sale, $1,050.00. 

4) Carter:656, $23,100, VF.. 

5) D.S. Wilson:_, Brand I:279 $55K, Auction 85:1914 $66K, Unc.. 

6) Lilly, S.I. 8.738 grs. reverse rotated 160 degrees. 

7) 

H.P. Smith sale (#2 ms. above) $1,050.00, Eliasberg:374. 

M.A. Stickney sale 1907 $2,000.00. 

B. 1-B. Farouk:236, N:770 Unce.. 

B. 2-B: Ten Eyck:185 (Mehl 5/1922 sale $900.00 another record shows this 
at $2,200.00; then later offered privately $3K). 1976 ANA:2936, #34,000.00 
Unc.. Auction 79:1230, $31,000.00, impaired. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

NB: WBV#17p.5: 1819 5D/50 ex Brand U Auc85:1914 $60,000 
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See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1682 for WB’s comments on Smith, 


Davis-Graves piece. VIMP. 


Below: “H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1237 realized $1,250.00. 


1819 EXCEEDINGLY RARE HALF EAGLE 


7 1819 This coin is about Uncireulated, with most of mint lustre 
still on it and is the famous Flanagan Specimen for which 
$1400 was paid. This coin was considered the third rarest of all 
the gold coins ever issued. Having handled the Col. Green Col- 
lection of Half Eagles, we only found 2 Specimens. We look 





forward to this coin realizing $5000. Excessively Rare 


Norweb sale 1987 Part 1 page 239 lists 1819, photo is 1828. Page 253 list is 


1828, photo is 1819. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:402. 


WB: B. 1-A “Missmade.” 


RARE 1819 MALP EAGLE 





ter 


ws 3 Bey nak 


1819 HALF EAGLE 
EXCESSIVELY RARE 
A 


402 1819 Chotce Extremety Fine with considerable mint lustre Variety 


5D over 500m reverse, This is ome of tle rarest US. Half 
Eagles and thowgh not quite oa a par with the 1815 it ranks 
‘with the clavade greets in mumamamat; 


Dering 2 fifty year period from 1890 ro 1941 B. Max Mehi only 
offered four specimens in his Cumous sales Just one more thar 
‘was offered of the 1515. 


Walter Broen tinted fre known specimens 
(1) Watfion (now in a Texas collection), 


a 

(3) Owner unknown, Ex-Menjow sale. 

(4) Texas culleetion via New 

(5) 1963 Kresberg Waldorf sale. Wheresbouts unknown — and 
now specimen number 6 from the fantastic John A, Beck 
Collection 


‘We will not venture to place any estimate om this great rarity. 
With the demand for super rarities #e feet the coin will be a 
bongain regardless of what | fimally sets ut. PLATE 
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1820 


Ill. is sq. 2, B. 2-A. 





P77 
1820 . 


M,ntage 263,806, apparently at least four obv. and tind rev. tt 
dies being known. In some ways this is a paradoxical year for half 
eagles. There are several brilliant proofs known, and they have turned 
up at auction nearly as often as perfect uncirculated specimens. Coins 
in the VF to AU range are more often seen than any in this period save 
for 1823. mmitxt#2& (Most of the 1826's known are uncirculated.) There 
are curl-based 2's and flat-based 2's, and the reverses come with 
large and small letters, but confusion has come about because the letter 
sizes are very difficult to tell apart without direct comparison of the 
coins, and these days who has a quantity of 1820's for such comparison? 

The rule of thumb I have had to adopt for these tmtma varieties 
is that on the sm&ll-letter coins TES in STATES are about the same size, 
the T having a short upright in comparison with its crossbar, amt this 
upright only very slightly taller (ifm at all) than motto ribbon. On 
large letter coins, T is likely to be larger than adjacent F in STATES. 

Rarity ratings on these varietxies are almost impossible to estab- 
lish becausé so often the coins have been mislabeled. Those assigned 
here are guesswork, based on specimens ectually examined. 


BXYXIXA. 
Type I. Square based 2, large letters. 


B. 1-A. 13% star free of curls top of E in STATES low. A-4; C-3. 

Obv. 1. 13% star very close to curl but not touching. 

Rev. A. O% this and revs. B and C, 5 D are placed well apart, the 
period close to D. Arrows to tailof R and betwein Ic, practivally under 
extreme left side of C. Ruxvexsextxiexkixextiatingutahetxhyxkaxing On 
revs. A and B only, I in motto is below upright of T; S is above S in 
motto. GReverse A is distinguished by having D notablay lower than 5 
and very close indeed to denticles; base of E in STATES in line with 
T-S, tap low. 

R-6. Proofs: Melish 1945 and one or two others seen. Uncirculated: 
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Sag 





Ill. is square base 2. _1-A, Unc.. 


P98 


Bell II 598; "Memorable" 319 ex WGC 369, and several others. Doubtless 
this variety has been confused with 2-A and 2-B, both of which are > 
deceptively similar. 
B. 2-A. 82 closer, 13% star toughes curl; top of E low. G&z. 
Obv. 2. Very similar to last. 82 in date more closely spaced. 
13" star touches curl. 


Rev. A. As preceding. 
R-7. K No proofs of this variety. Melish 1946, cleaned unc., 
and Wilson 71 seem to be the only ones definitely identified, but 
others probably exist. ‘ ¢ 


B. 2-B. 82 close, 13" star touches curl, base of E high. C-4 (7). 
Obv. 2. 
Rev. B. Similar to preceding. 5 D. about equally low. Base of 
E in STATES notiveablmy above bases of T-S, 
R-6, possibly high R-5. Cf. Brand-Lichtenfelé 2390, VP; Dunham 
2092, AU; 1957 ANA 1988, unc.; D-. Clifford Smith 1683, EF; Gaylord 4 
315, Unc.; Wolfson 364, unc.; Miami-F.U.N. 4181, une. 


Type II. Curled curve-based 2, large letters. ’ 

B. 3-C. 8 in line; large letter@. C-1. 

Obv. 3. Widely spaced date, 18 closer together than other digits. 
The 2 has curled top and curved base; 6 is in line with tx 1 and 2. First 
star on this and obv. 4 closer to bust than in previous dies, being less J 
than a millimeter away. (It is still closer on obv. 4.) 

Rev. C. Large letters, as on revs. A and B. First T in STATES 
too low, its base well below those of S¥A. STATES OF AMERJ@A almost 
touch border, Base of E in STATES high, its top in line with those of j 
T-5. I in motto below space between TE, favoring the T. 8S above US, 
serig of S above right upright fof U. 5 D. widely spaced, the period 
rather distant from D. Arrows as in revs. A and B. 


ata 8 


a + ee ee ee Oe | 
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For Adams NB’s (2-B) see 
Bibliography below. 


CURVED BASE 2, 
SMALL LETTERS 


AF Melish 1942. 
R-6. Proofs: WGC 368, reappearing as "Memorable" 318;/ Business 


strikes: WN 49" sale, lot 377, ex Eliasberg, "EX H.R.Lee" salen, 
Dunham 2093, unc.; G.H.Hall 1892 (probably one of the Col. Green 
coins); WGC 363; Geiss 1688 ex Col. G-een; Gaylord 316} and others, 


Type III. Curled 2, small letters. 

B. 4-D. 8 low; small letters, arrow to C. A-5; not in C. 

Obv. 4. Base of 8 lower than 1-2; 182 also mk more closely spaced. 
Curl begins over middle of 2, whereas in obv. 3 it begins well to left 
of center of 2. First star still closer to bust--less than a millimeter 
away, and almost equidistant between border and bust (slightly nearer 
border). 

Rev. D. Small letters, TES about the same @& height. 5 D. closely 
spaced, the 5 clowe to leaf. I below right arm of T; S above S and 
space left. Arrows to xtail of R and left curve of C, and very close. 

R-6, high, nearly R-7? Proofs: ANS 1914, Woodin loan; Melish 
‘ore - Business strikes: "Memorable" 317; Baldenhofer 1234; Melish 


B. 4-E. 8 lows; small letters, arrow to I. Clapp 2. 

Obv. 4. 

Rev. E. Very similar to last, the 5 closer to leaf. Arrols to 
r. tip of stan@ of R, and r. tip of I, practically touching the latter. 
Letters placed about as in rev. D. Eurkt 

R-7, low (7). "Melish 19444 Earle 2388. Reuse of old cuts in the 
Melish catalogue, not matching the coins, proved confusing here too. 
A 4-E is illustrated as Melish 1944, but the actual coin was a duplicate 
of 1943, not proof. 

There may be still other varieties of Types II and III. 
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SQUARE BASE 2 
LARGE LETTERS 








Square base . Reverse A, low D. . 
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NB 80:47. Rusted[...] . 
Letter & numeral punches in this period were made by Henry Starr. 


Flat-based 2, large letters. 

2-A Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I.. 

2-B Mint, S.I.. 

Which var’s.? Dohrmann[sic?], Garrett:463, $13,000.00 AU. 

Spedding, Clapp, Eliasberg:375, $9,900.00, Unc.. 

Carter:658, Unc., $17,600.00. BMM A.Carter 10/55:208. ‘U’. 

JCM#311, 10/18/33:219 “1820 Square base 2. Ex. fine barely circulated. 
Rare. I/lustrated.” $100.00. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:207 “1820 Square base 2. Small 0 in date. Beautiful 
uncirculated with semi-proof]...].” 


LUtiVe. tee — 


* fi : a min . 
820 Cur ved-base 25 large letters. Brilliant Uncir: ula! ed with beautiful t frost A Gem 


ai : specimen worth a record bid. PLATE 


Curve-based 2, large letters. 3-C. 

Green, Wiehman, Lilly, S.L. 

REM, Melish:1943, N:772 (Proof). 

Mocatta, 1979 ANA:149, $27,000.00 Proof. 

Is Auction 82:1928, $14,500.00 Unc. ex Boyd?. 
Which var’s.? 


Curve-base 2, small letters. 4-D. 


Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I.. 
Eliasberg:376 $26,400.00 Unc.. 
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“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1238 “1820 Curled base 2. Brilliant Uncirculated[...]. 
Dunham specimen” $175.00.Plate. —:1239 “[...]Square base 2. 
Uncirculated, but not brilliant[...].” $150.00. Plate. 





NB: WBV#4: 1820 2 (square base) sm(all) 0 13th * t(ouches) curl. 
RV E in STATES high S above s 
5 Dcl(ose) period c. ar(ows) [tips point] R C ve (very close). 


Proofs: 3 known of each: Flat based 2, large letters; Curve based 2, large 
letters B. 3-C; Curve based 2, small letters B. 4-D. [See also P bk. ms.]. 


NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


WB’s annot. K 1/75: above. 


B. 2-B detailed description see Bib. below, WB’s annot. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 
11/1975:1482. Ditto P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:370-1. 
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Ill. is Breen 1-A, C-1. 





Ill. is a proof. [2 known]. [See also P bk. ms.]. 
For Proof, see NB 104:106 at 1815 above. 


ye21 


Possibly 0.1% of mintage remain extant. 


For additional information concerning Adams NB’s see WB’s original ms. in 
Bibliography below. 
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18271 A 


Mintage 34,641. The varieties of this year are very difficult 
to tell apart. For long only one obverse and one reverse were believed 
known. Finding, only during this writing, that there seemeé to be 
differences in placement of takm numerals on some specimens, I had to 
re-examine all the ilmlustrations of 1821 half-eagles in the catalogues 
available to me. I found, to my surprise, that there are three obverse 
dies. The differences are minute but definitely there; in no mums 
illustration was the die identify in doubt. 

Nevertheless, there are specimens of the 1821 of which I have not 
been able to find illustrations, and their identify is still a matter 
of doubt. Identifying them as to die variety might well alter the 


rarity rating of one or two of the obverses herein described. I 
tr maa 
enumerat e@ gaxenm coins in question. (It is odd indeed that most 


oateloguyce’ claim that only 9 or ) are known of this date; the true 
number ‘known is likely to be about double that.) % 








Amon Carter. Une. \ 
jes ssi 1947. Une. Tliusteated ‘by a out reused from the 1947 
(ANA sid Convention sale (James Lawsont collection). I tm examined the 
coin nile but 5 ot know statin that more than one éie variety 
eee 
‘4. Baldenhbfer 1239. Described as BF, not illustrated. 
5. Bell I (1944), VP. 


5 | ' 


4 e Eliasberg, ex J¥hn H. la More or less unc. 
2. 
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B. 1-A. 82 even, base second 1 low, 13” star almost touches curl and 
points to space between denticles. 


WXSnUxXentEexkieueryxapperttextexmes txts? 


















phrsrsgs. First star not quite as close to bust as on the other two 

dies of this year--about 2/3mm away. 82 even at tops and bases; base 

of second 1 low, compared with base of 2, but t& farther from denticles 
than is base of firat 1. 13% star points to space between denticles, 

and its gopposite point is extremely close to curl but not quite touching. 

Rev. A. 5 D. closely spaced, the 4 5 about equidistant between 
leaf and D. I in motmto below end of r. arm of T; S above S anf space 
to left. Arrows about as in reverse E of 1820, but lower arrow not 
quite so close to “I. 

R-7. Cf. Dunham 2094, im AU or so; WGC 370 (cut used again in 
"Memorable" sale at lot 320), reappearing as Baldenhofer 1238--AU but 
small horizontal nick about a millimeter above top leaf; Earle-Flanagan- 
Eliasberg-"H.R.Lee"--NN 49% sale, lot 378, VF. 


B. 2-A. Low 8, leaning r. 

Obv. 2. Very similar to last. First star about zhalf a millimeter 
from bust. The two 1's about equally far fsrom denticles; 8 low, leaning 
right, its top and bottom below those of 2. Base of second 1 minutely 
above that of 2. 13® star not as close to curl as on preceding obv., 
pekhaps /3 mm away, its pmopposite point to a space. 

Rev. A. 

R-7, rarer than 1-A or 3-A. The James Lawson coin, in 1947 ANA 
convention sale, unc., was from these dies; the same cut mwas reused 
on Melish 1947 but I do not km now recall if it was from these dies. I 
was unaware of more than one obverse having been used until very recently. 
Bell II 599 is also from these dies; mk unc. 


B. 3-A. Base of second 1 high, 82 even and close, 15% star touches 


curl. 
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Obv. 3. Piret star slightly less than /2 mm from bust (it may 
look slightly over 72 mm away on weaker strikes); this star points to 
tkwyup upper part of a denticle, rather than to a space, tuxk unlike 
obvs. 1 and 2, In date, 182 are even, with 82 closer than usual; 
base of second 1 high and more so than in obv. 2. 13% star touches 
curl lightly, and points to a denticle, not to a space. 

Rev. A. Since proofs are known, possibly this variety should 
have been listed first. 

ER-7, low. There are at least six different ones, probably seven 
or more. (1) The former Parouk specimen, ex B.H.R. Green, Newcomer, 
Woodin. , Pictured in ANS 1914, plate 15, and the Standard Catalogue. 


(2) Mint Collection, now in Smithsonian, proof; most likely from these 
dies. No other proofs reported. (3) Parmelee 930 (bought by H.P. 
Smith), une. (4) Wolfson 365, unc. (5) Miami-F.U.N. 4182, unc. (6) 
Atwater 1639, more or less unc , small obv. field seratuh. (7) Dr. 
Clifford Smith 1684, EF-AU. So far as I can tell, Nos. 3, 4 and 5 are 
all different. ¥& have enumerated so far sixteen specimens of this 
date and am under no illusions whatever that this enumeration is 
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Which var. is H.P. Smith, Clapp, Eliasberg? WB’s invitation notes 1953: He 
knew of no details to dies vars., is this E:377, Unc., $28,600.00? 


2-A: Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I. 185 degrees rotated. 


Below: “H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1240 Realized $800.00. 





1240 1821 One of the great rarities which has not btn sufficiently ap- 
preciated. Can be classed in the 1819 or 1827 Class. This 
is the Flanagan Specimen and it is Strictly Very Fine. Should 
realize in the neighborhood of $1000.00 or more. 


Also: BMM 6/12/1951 Rappaport-Field:2025 $5 1821 ‘U’. Hereafter BMM 
1951: 
BMM A.Carter 10/55:209 ‘U’. 


Proofs: B. 3-A: Base of second 1 high, star 13 touches curl. 1) [3 known] 1) 
Mint, S.I. 160 degrees rotated, 3-A. 2) Randall:927 (1885), Woodin , 
Newcomer, Col. Green, B.G. Johnson, Farouk:237, N:773. Illustrated 1914 
ANA, plate 15. 3)_ 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1684. 
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, 1 e2 me 
_ Mantage reported as 17,796. Poasibly some of these were dated 
(1821, Only one variety, described below; only three genuine specimen 


that the fourth specimen is the Parmelee ptm counterfeit, ani that 
fxthis item accounted for Dickeson's mistake. Por details on the 
f fe * ‘h 


2H 2@VeeU HY 
Genuitt€lgarvixers nutiber Peoee, as > A Py 
zon nso 2a 
y~sfaez0np a 
Onr sD He ee 
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F103 
Parmelee counterfeit, see below, after description and provenance of 
the three genuine ones. 

B. 1-A. 

Obv. 1. Closely spaced date, from the date punches used on the 
cents of the year. First star very close to bust, 13% still closer 
to curl. 

Rev. A. Answers the description of the 1821 reverse, except that 
(1)Pgeriod after D is an ellipse with long axis vertical, rather than 
horizontal as in 1821; this period also seems slightly less high. (2) 
Left tip of E in STATES over space between IB and only microscopically 
right of r. tip of I in motto, wherees in the 1821 reverse the E is 
entirely above B, and right tip of I is gwell to left of left tip of E. 

R-8. Only three specimens known, one of them impounded in a 
museum. (1) Smithsonian Institution, on loan from the Mint Cabinet. VF. 
This piece appears to have been one of those given to the Mint Cabinet 
in 1838 by Adam Eckfeldt. Since Eckfeldt, as Coiner, did not usually 
withhold regular business strikes, but rather saved samples of proofs 
together with such odd pieces as came in mingled with regular deposkits, 
the presumption is that this coin was brought in to the Mint as regular 
old-tenor gold for recotnage, some time between 1834 and 1838, and 
Eckfeldt recovered it as a date needed for the collection. (2) Louis 
Eliasberg, ex Horace Louis Philip Brand, ex Virgil Brand estate. Ex- 
tremely Fine, sharp. Earlier provenance unknown, though rumored to 
have come from Europe, probably after 1933. The coin was not known 
to Newcomer, who was until his suicide in 1933 a "price-nftam¥no-object" 
customer who spent some $990,000 on one of the most fantastic collections 
of rarities ever assembled. Sale price not publicly acknowledged, though 
rumors have ranged from $12,500 to $50,000. Sra H.L.P.Brand, who used 
to advertise that he dealt only with dealers, at one time priced the 
1822 amt $14,000--in retrospect herdiy\ exorbitant. This piece is 
pictured in the brochure describing Eliasberg's colkction (ca. 1952). 
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fot 
(3) Amon KCarter, Jr., ex his father's estate, ex Dunham 2095 at $11,575, 
ex Harlagn P Smith 21@ (1906) at $2165, bought by Smith years before as 
an o®dinary piece of old-tenor gold at $6.50. VF-EF, tiny mige dent in 
4" vertical stripe of shield. Picg#tured in the Guidebook, the Standard 
Catalogue, the Dunham and §,,1th catalogues, and in the P, melee sale 
of 1890,fmx the latter for a very interesting reason. When David 
Proskey and H.P.Smith obtained the Parmelee collection for auction, 
they discovered that Parmelee's 1822 was a counterfeit. Smith then 
placed his own 1822 in the sale as lot 938, bought it ign at $900 
(detractors claimed that this was to give it a ym¥ pedigree), and re- 
turned it to his own collection. The real motive seems to have been to 
leave no gap in the date sequence of Parmelee coins. 

I have seen two counterfeit 1822's, both of them oversize. One 
is, or at lwast was, in the Stack reference collection of counterfeits 
and forgeries. (J.B.Stack used to exhibit the collection at local club 
meetings and give lectures about the various kinds of counterfeits 
therein represented.) Thmis one is thought to be the Parmelee piece, 
as much Proskey material found its way to that firm. The other one 
was shown me hy many years ago by a Boston dealer at a local auction. 
As the impossibly large diameter of these coins is a dead giveaway, no 
collector familiar with the appearance of any half-eagles of this 
period should be deceived should a third specimen turn up. 

Another story is told about the Smith-Dunham 1822, About 1908 sx 
-1910 a representative of J.Pierpont Morgan repeatedly called on William 
Forrester Dunham, having learned that he had bought thet 1622 at the 
Smith sale, and rum offered Dunham large sums of money for the coin; 
the final offer--refused--was $355,000. This story, many times quoted, 
and sometimes told also about the Smithsonian's 1849 double eagle, 
reappeared in the Dunham catalogue, this time with corroboration from 
the late J. Henri Ripstra, sometime ANA president andinternationally 
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Pros 
honored medallist, as an eyewitness. Due partly to the romantic history 


of this coin, and to the publicity surrounding its apmpearance in the 
Dunham sale (the $11,575 there paid for it by Amon Carter was then a 
record price for any American coin), and partly to the various stfries 
told about it, this particular 1822 has become probably the most famous 
single American gold coin aside from the Smithsonian's 1849 double eagle. 
Estimates of its probable auction price, should it ever again come up 
for sale, have ranged from $50,000 to $100,000. Needless to say any 
such estimate is pure guesswork. 


Updated roster mid 1980’s. 

1) Same as above, but additional info.: 8.766 grs 160 degree rotation, 25 mm. 
2) On the back of a U.S. Senate envelope mailed to Breen|[...]Earlier 
provenance unknown, add Joseph J. Mickley (private), W.S. Appleton, W.E. 
Woodward, M. David[...]then Brand(s), A. Kossof, $14,000.00 (1945) 
Additional scrap of paper & annot p.551: Hiram E. Deats, Frossard I11:130 
(6/9/1892) “VF”, could say “VP”. 

3) Add 8.731 grs. 180 degree rotation, 25.1 mm.. 

See Bibliography below for Adams NB’s concerning #4. 

NB: WBV#17p.5: 1822 see CW 8/7/85 CWAC. 


Misc. WB autograph ms.: 1822 Dunham, Wm’., Mehl, AC Sr., -Jr., S, Lilly, 
SI 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


BMM “Dunham” catalogue 6/1941:2095. Mehl claims: First record of a sale 
of 1822 HE 1906 (this coin) Harlan P. Smith Sale (SH & H Chapman lot 
210). Bought by William Forrester Dunham, $2,165.00. Dunham told BMM a 
few years later J.P. Morgan offered $35K. [...] Steigerwalt book {1884} ‘but 
two known’.WB said BMM’s honesty is always in question, take his 
statements with caution. 
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1823 





Ill. is Breen 1-A, C-1. 





1823 

Myntage 14,483. Only one variety. Yor sene wikiown reason, this 

Terrence ne Sey stedtiag Oe hy {eosin o taveneh fais, 

proof, have seen a two dozen Fooorn. 
and can well believe that there are double that number around. Drte 
punches are the same as those used on the ceht. 

B. 1-A, 

Obv. 1. First star almost touches bust, about as close to it as 
13® star is to ourl. Very closely spaced date, almost in a straight 
line and nearer to device than to border. 8% star practically touches 
both cap and border. \ 

_ Rev. A. Very similar to the 18 1821 and 1622 reverses, but not 
the same as either of them. 5 D extremely similar in placement to the 
182°, but E in STATES is placed as in 1821. Arrows at r. ttpaxef stands 
of R and I, but a little left of extreme ends of stands. Legend very 
close to border. 

— Re5. There are at least eight or nine brilliant uncirculated 
specimens around, @nd more than that number of EF's and AU's. As many 
of the uncirculated specimens are flawless gems, each as indistinguishable 
from the rest as ao many new cents from the same roll, the attempt to 
tracep pedigrees has been fruitless. 
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See Bibliography below for WB’s original ms. concerning description. 


2 in SLI. 

Garrett:465, $10,000.00, AU. 

Baldenhafer, N:774. 

JCM#311, 10/18/33:220. Unc., plate. $125.00. 


Proof: Revised. [1 known] One reported in Randall sale of 1885:928, 
untraced; unless it is Golden I:2484. No die details available. [See also P bk. 
ms.]. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1685. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


Sr Se 


Lot No. 404 a 


irc lat it nsidera’ it pr 1 lustre. Faint rubs in field. A 
1823 Choice About Uncircu ed Ww h co de: ble oofl ke 


i very scarce date and missing from most collections. PLATE 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:404 above. 
See Bib. below for WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:372-3. 
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1824 


Ill. is Breen 1-A, C-1. 





Pl0G 


1824 

Mintage 17,340. The dies of this year do not differ in style from 
those of earlier years, though William Knegass had been appointed as 
Engraver in January 1824,x and Christian Gobrecht head been commissioned 
to furnish letter and numeral g¥ punches. Only a single variety. 

B 1-A. 

Obv. 1. Ae Glosely spaced date, the 18 least so; numerals from 
the punches used on the cent. Im all respects save for date itself, this 
die matches that of 1823. 

Rev. A. Same as 1823 reverse A. 

R-7, low. One known in proof, and others are mostly in uncirculated 
condition. {2p W-1do Newcomer's inventory spoke of six or eight being 
known; I later traved seven ek for the NN 49% catalogue but found I 
had forgotten Eliasberg's original coin. To date, the enumeration stands 
as follows: (1) Smithsonian, on loan from Mint Collection; hairlined 
proof. (2) Eliasberg, ex Clapp, ex W.P.Browns unc. (3) NN 49% sale, 
lot 379, ex "H.R.Lee", Louis Eliasberg, Dunham 2097. Unc., minute 
scratch near M of UNUM. (4) Omaha City Library, ex Byron Reed, ex 
Parmelee 951. More or less unc. (§) Amon Carter Jr., ex his father's 
estates believed to be Atwater 164929-mexr (6) Dr. Clifford Smith - 

1686, ex WGC 372, This is unc. with a small spot near border between 
second and third stars. It is believed to kaxex be the coin reappearing 
as Miami-F.U.N. 4183.. (7) Melish 1949, AU pkum or thereabouts, believed 
to be ex "Memorable" 988: (a) Bell t, reappearing in the Jerome korn 
sale; unc. (9) One other unc., formerly in the Col. Green collection, 
pictured as the G.H.H-1l coin, unc.; this may have been the piece in the 
Mey 1959 Penn-Ohio sale, lot 1982, and is believed to be Bell II 601, 
though illustrations do not permit certainty. (10) Wolfson 367, VP; 

not earlier recorded. 
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Proof: [Unique] Mint, S.I., cleaned. [See also P bk. ms.]. 


Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I., Unc.. 

For #6 on ms. above see Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1686. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1242 “[...]Brilliant uncirculated. Perfect Gem with full 
mint lustre. This coin brought $525.00 in one of the Max Mehl Sales[...].” 
$525.00. 


NB 97:50 Byron Reed coll. 1825 $5 AU?. 


BMM A.Carter 10/55:211 ‘U’. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


Page 105 of 261 


1825 


1825 Pit 


Mintage 29,060. As in the quarter dollars of this year, all speci- 
mens known are overdates. In the Stickney sale (1907) Chapman estimated 
that not more than a dozen survived of this date. That is a little op- 
timistic, but not very much so. A fairer estimate might be 15 to 20. 
The date is undervalued in comparison to others, most notably 1821. 

Two varieties are definitely established. zxkktxt The 1825/24, with 
the 4 plain within the 5, is known only by the unique pramkk proof in* 
the Eliasberg collection. All others so far seen are from the die most 
commonly refermgred to as 1825/21. In the 1947 ‘NA Convention sale, 
lot 690, was a plugged piece claiméd to be different from the usual 
1825/21, "most likely over a 23." I have not seen this coin, despite 
my plea in the Scrapbook. If the coin actually proves to be different 
from either obverse herein described, it deserves to be publicized. 

B. 1-A. 1825/24. Clapp 1. ; 

Obv. 1. 4 shows plainly within 5 of date, both upright and crossbar 
being clear. 

Rev. A. Close 5D., a little farther from leaf than on previous 
dies, and very much farther from final A, about twifke the width of the 
D. Letter positions much as before. Arrows to tail of R near its end 
and about center of base of C, very close to voith and nearly touching the 
CO. Letters are from a different set of punches, slightly smaller, 
somewhat like the smallm letters dies of 1820. 

R-8. The only specimen verified to exist is in the Eliasberg col- 
lection, ex J0hn H Clapp, ex Earle, ex M.I.Cohen sale (1875), lot 145. 


B. 2-A. 1825/21. MXAPP Clapp 2. 

Obv. 2, Within the 5 is @ vertical line which is thourkght to 
represent a 1. If it is the upright of a 4, then any trace of crossbar 
must have been polished off the die. 


Proof: [ 2 known, 1 in S.I.] 1-A.: Add Eliasberg, ex Clapp, ex Earle:2394, ex 
Col. M.I. Cohen:145. 1825/24. [See also P bk. ms. 1825/24 B. 1-A.; 1825/21 


B. 2-A.]. 
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&. Igoe & 


Ill. is Breen 2-A, C-2. B. 2-A: WB’s copy G.E.N.A 
P.T.A. 9/1974:1908, see Bib. below. 


5 OVER 1 


Rev. A. (108 


R-6. Proofs: (1) Smithsonian, from the Mint collection. (2) 
The former Farouk specimen, ex Col. Green, Newcomer, Woodin, Steigerwalt, 
Parmelee 957. Mentioned in ANS 1914, Woodin loan. Uncirculated speci- 
mens of this date are far less often seen than circulated ones--something 
not true of other years save for 1823. I list the specimens known to me 
in approximate order of quality. (3) WGC 373, reappearing as "Memorable" 
323, unc. (4) G.H.Hall 1895, probablyax the same as one of the two 
next following. (5) Lot 1692, Mike Kolman's mail bid sale of August 1960. 
(6) Miami-F.U.N. sale, lot 4184. These three were éescribed as gem 
unc. (7) Bell II 602, AU. Possibly same as the next one. (8) 1954 ANA 
sale, lot 1688, mm also AU. (9) W,lfson 368, called ‘U. (10) Dunham 
2098, also AU. (11) “Cicero” 115, BP sharp. (12) Lot $80, NN 49” sale, 
ex Eliasberg, wwapparently ex Atwater 1642; also EF. (13) Melish 1950, 
EF, sharp but hairlined. (14) Lot 431, 1947 ANA Convention sale, also 
EF or so. (15) Baldenhofer 1242, ex #Dr. Clifford Smith; EF, rim dent 
near first star. (16) duxmmm Thefs former Jerome Kern specimen,¥ EF but 
scratched up. Besides these, I have seen a couple of VF's making the 
rounds at convention bourses bawck in the early 1950's. Emx# If in ~ 
fact there are only two unc. specimens rather than four, and the Bell 
II piece came from the 1954 ANA sale, then there may be as few as 1%14-15 
specimens known; on the other hands, the actual number is likely to be 
nearer to twenty. 
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Ill. is overdate. Breen 1-A, C-1. 

BMM 1951:2027 ‘U’. 

See Bibliography below for additional information concerning obv. 2. 
See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1687 WB: “edge dent near Ist *”. 
5 OVER 4 





NB 104:106-7. 

CGZ Unc. (SHC 10/22/1909), N:776 Unc. enl.. 

VIMP detailed description in Bib. below in WB’s copy .P.T.A. Breen 2 
6/75:374. 

Breen 1-A. Mostly Unc. to EF. Garrett:467 $19,500.00 Unc.. 

1-A: Cohen (1875):145, Earle:2394, J.H. Clapp, Eliasberg:381, $22,000.00, 
S. Kesselman is an ex-proof. 2) N.M. Kaufmann, $140,000.00 Kagin*, 
Hagle:617 (4 Landmark coll.). *Is this Kagin (3/30/1953):1645c, N:777 
Unc.? 
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Which is Rovensky:2758 (B&M 11/30/1954)? Is this the mutilated “1825/23” 
in 1947 ANA? Breen did not verify this coin. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1244 “1825 over 21. Strictly Very Fine with slight nick 
between 11th and 12th Star[...].” $200.00. 
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Cohen:145 above. 


Proofs: [Unique, Eliasberg coll.] Final S begins above C (?serif) Uncs. Proof 
in mint, S.I.: reverse large O high, leaf opposite N. Unc.: rev. small o even 
(low), leaf opposite N. Final S begins left _; R nears = rev. ’27. >>>> Add 
Artyfact here for leaf N positions. <<<<<<<<<<<< 

1-A: 1) Mint 8.751 grs, 185 degrees rotated. 2) Parmalee, Steigerwalt, 
Woodin, Newcomer, Green, Flanagan, “Bell,” Eliasberg, Farouk, Wilkinson, 
Mocatta Metals, private collector. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1243 “1825 Over other dates. A choice Brilliant Proof 
with high lustre. This is the famous Bell piece which originally came from 
the Flanagan Collection[...].” $600.00. Plate. 

Correction in Breen’s Ency p. 523: The illustration at bottom right is 1825/4, 
not 1825/1. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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PrOF 


these alternatives are possible. Large letters reappear on the regular 
1826 reverse, as in 1824; was the 1825 die then a leftover from 18207 
1826 is another of those years in which a fairly large number of gem 
uncirculated examples exist, each absolutely inéistinguishable from the 
rest, and pedigree trécing has proved impossible. 


B. 1-A. 13" stay almost touches curl. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Similar to preceding dies since 1821. First star very close 
+o bust, but not quite as cmlose as formerly; 13“ star almost t uches 
curl from below. 

Rev. A. Larger letters,similar to 1824. Positions of letters in 
STATES similer to those on the 1825 reverse. 5 D. moderately spart, 
the 5 equidistant between leaf and D, but higher than the D. Arrows to 
r. of center of R and below inner left curve of C. Denticles below 5 D 
and leftwards axm to akuwk below nearest group of leaves are quite thin 
and mspaced about their own width apart. ; 

R-5. Two proofs known, one in the Smithsonian, from the Mint 
Cabinet, and the other the former Parouk coin, ex Col. Green, New- 
comer, Woodin, “teigerwalt, Parmelee 965. Therge are many records for 
choice unciroulated specimens, exactly as in 18235, and most of these 
are indistinguisktexhable. Circulated specimens are few: Baldenhofer's 
was fully sharp but buffed, G.H.Hall's EF, and Lrwson's, lot 4352 of the 
1947 ANA sale, VF. I xumkt hav not seen any other circulated examples. 
I would guess that about two dozen gum more or less uncirculeted ones 
are around, possibly as many as thirty, the majority of them choice 
to gem level. ° 


B. ExXX 2-?. 13” star distant from curl. Clapp 2. 
Obv. 2. Described as having 13" star distant from curi--probably 
the stars were momre closely spaced, similarly to 1818 obverse 2. 
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4) 
Reverse is not known. 


R-8. This was Jenks 5768,not seen and not traced before or since; 
described from the Jenks plate. tExhuagexthai 


B-1: See Bib. below WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1909. 


BMM 3/23/48:3681 “Beautiful sharp uncirculated...”$375.00. BMM 
A.Carter 10/55:212 ‘U’. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1245 “[...]Uncirculated[...]semi-proof surface. [...] 
from the Curtis Sale.” $250.00. Plate. 

Proofs: B. [2 known] 1-A: Mint, S.I.: 8.753 grs 190 degrees rotated. 2) 
Randall, Parmelee, Steigerwalt, Woodin, Newcomer, Col. Green, Farouk, 
private collector. S [See also P bk. ms.]. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1688. 


Lot No. 405 B ] la 
we J : “hil 
VERY RARE 1826 HALF EAGLE ser = nf 


2 nt ir circ ted. uperd 5) nm witho' a lemish 0! 
405 1826 Brilliant frosty Uncir ula As b specime thout a flaw or it h on the 


On; a Osst en in existence This great § worth a recor 
ig gl y I stence. ar t rarit. d 
without use of str ss. P bly t t y 


bid. PLATE 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:405 above. 
See Bib. for important description in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:375 
‘BU’. 
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1827 





Ill. iS oBreen A-1, C-1. Breen referred to 
the above piece as a‘ proof’ “A-U’. 
<<<<<<<<verify>>>>>>>> 


For Proof, see NB 104:106 in 1815 above. [Also see P bk. ms.]. 


TSa rT 

Mintage 24,913. The Newcomer inventory claimed that around 7 to 
10 specimens were then traceable. That is apparently close to the 
truth, though the tmx present enumeration is probably not complete. 
Only a single variety. 

B. X*MX 1-A. 

Obv. 1. B In date a 1 @ little high, 827 closely spaeed and about 
in a straightline. Star positions about ad in 1826 obv. H 1. Border at 
upper left usually narrow. 

Rev. A. 5 D. farther to right than usual, the 5 distance from 
leaf to 5 being about equal to that from D to final A. D less tall and 
wider than formerly; period smaller; arrows to gtail of R near its end 
and inner left curve of C, nearly touching the C STATES more closely 
spaced than usual; I in motto below upright of E, final S above U. 
Border at top usually . 

- R-7, low. Proofs: (1) Smithsonian, from the Mint Collection; 
(2) Eliasberg, ex John H. Clapp, H.P.Smith. (I have heard of a third 

Was this Parme 

ex Col. Green, Newcomer, Woodin, cleaned Tne tS) 1958 M.Y.Metropolitan 
auction, lot 1234, ex Baldenhofer 1244. Unc., rev. rim nick. (This may 
be the piece claimed to have sold in 1926 for $850.) (6) Amon Carter, 
ex his father's estate, wa earlier provenance not certain; possibly 
Atwater 1644, unc. (7) Wolfson 370, earlier provenance uncertain; pos-= 
sibly Bell I. Unc. (8) Davis-Graves 1451, unc. (9) Dunham 2100, AU 
plus. Possibly the same as next. (10) Bell II 604, "nearly Unc." 
The difficulties here armxuer in establishing pedigree are nearly the 
same as those for 1623 and 1826, though fewer coins seem to be involved. 


Page 113 of 261 


Possibly under 0.05% of mintage remain extant. 





NB 97:28. 
Proof: Mint, S.I. 8.774 grs. rotated 190 degrees. 


Green, Wilson, Lilly, S.I.: 180 degrees rotated. 

Woodin, N, G, Farouk, Cliff, Smith, °76 ANA, Auc 87:421 Unc.. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1246 “...Beautiful sharp Uncirculated Gem,...” 
$1,900.00. Plate. 

JCM#311, 10/18/33:221 “1827 About uncirculated. Extremely rare. 
Illustrated.” $750.00. 

JCM 418 10/9-10/40:29 27 $5 U. 

Another ‘discovered’ in Europe mid 1960’s. Unc.. 

NB 65:90 1827 ACjr, Atwater, Neil (Whence?) now in Dale R. Phelan coll 
[address...(DNP)] He needs pedigree chains on 1829-I. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:213 “...Beautiful semi-proof.” 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

For #4 in above ms. see Catalogues below S Smith 5/55:1689. 

Revised Statutes Act 6/22/1874: “The brass troy-pound weight was procured 
by the Minister of the US at London[...]shall be the standard troy pound of 
the Mint of the US[...].” 
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1828 





Ill. is perfect date. Breen 2-B, C-2. 





—  - 


1828 et 


Mintage reported as 28,029. My tentative mmkim guess is that the 
overdates were those struck between March 31 and June 30, numbering 
12,299, and that the two perfect dete varieties comprised the 15,730 
delivered later in the year. Newcomer's inventory estimated that 
eight overdates and four perfect date coins were known. From all that 
I have been able to find out, there are seven perfect date coins known, 
and I have had much more difficulty in learning the number of overdates. 
Part of the trouble is that one of the Col. Green coins has been playing 
Musical Chairs for years. I would estimate that the number of different 
overdates is probably also 7 or &. 

B. 1-A. Overdate, 1828/27, @%4BBXIX A-1; 0-1. 

Obv. 1. Deatein small numerals as on the half-centy.mkarxcpiaeement 
gextuxenrtterrzgearax Last 8, under a glass, shows horns from top of a 
7. 13” star placed about as in 1826 obv. M1, unusually close to final 
digit--ahumt slightly over its own diameter (the star's diameter) away 
from 8. 

Rev. A, Smaller letters than in previous years. I in motto below 
space between T EB. Final S about centered over US. A in STATES leans 
a little right, ite r. base below that of the following 7. Pirst S 
almost in line with T. Arrows as in 1827 rev. A. 

R-7. <A single proof known: Eliasberg, ex Clapp. The other speci- 
mens known are all uncirculated and almost impossible to distinguish. 

I am reasonably certain that Wolfson 371 (ex Baldenhofer 1245, ex 
"Dupont"), Dr. Smith 1690 (ex Farouk, Col: Green, Newcomer), and 
Parmelee 976 are all different. Lot 1235 of the 1958 Metropolitan sale 
may have been a reappearance of the Dr. Smith coin. About the others 
it is apparently impossible to tell. 

B. 2-8. Perfect date, first star very close to bust as formerly. 
A-2; 0-2. 


8 OVER 7 





Ill. is 8/7. Breen 1-A, C-1. 





Phir 


Obv. 2. kxemk Normal &te, no trace of 7 aithin 8. First star 

very close to butt, second opposite neck, third opposite lips, fourth 
Opposite — 
Rev. B. Extremely similar to foregoing. The most noticeable 
adifferencest are that first S in STATES is low, more so than in rev. 
A; ATES are in line, the A not tilted. In other respects answers 
description of reverse A’ 

R-7. Cf. Wolfson 572, ex Baldenhofer 1246, ex "Dupontz"; axd 


Davis-Graves 1452; Eliasberg, ex Clapp, H.P.Smith,. 


B. 3-B. Normal date, first star far from bust. A-3; 0-3. 

Obv. 3. Very similar to preceding. First star distant from 
bust, second opposite chin, third opposite upper lip and nose, #mxrk 
fourth opposite eyebrow and foreklock. 

Rev. B. 

R-7. Of. Dunham 2101; Bell II 605. 

There are three other 1828's with perfect date which I have not 
had opportunity to examine since I learned of the two obverse dies. 
They are fthe following: 

1, Smithsonian, from Mint Gollection. Proof. 

2. Ten Byc§'s, EF. 

3. Amon Carter, ex Atwater 1645. Unc., but engraved in obv. field 
CW SOMNNBE (scxipt], OCTR 28 A.D. 1806. 

Descriptions do not enable me to decide with certainty whether 
any of these three ie a 2-B or a 3-B. 
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W.Breen RitA (1951-2): 181-39[called 30 in error] RDM 1829 1/14 dated 
1/1/1829. Struck: M 3979; J 8329; S 13T; D 2730=28029. 

Possibly under 0.05% of mintage remain extant. 

JCM #305:80 “Perfect date Half Eagle. Brilliant Uncirculated. As perfect as it 
left the dies. [...]such great collections as Stickney, Earle or Jenks did not 
have it. The last one offered at auction was in the Ten Eyke collection in 
1922, and described as Extremely Fine brought $680.” 

JCM#311, 10/18/33:222 “1828 Over 27. Extremely fine and one of the rarest 
U.S. coins. J/lustrated.” $1,000.00. 

JCM 418:30 28/7 ‘badly nicked’ —:31 28 U. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1690 for WB’s comments. 

Proof: Above [3-B] later described as B. 2-B: 1) Mint, S.I.. 2) Mrs. Norweb. 
Compare also Bell II:605. [See also P bk. ms.]. 





NB 93:160. 
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‘1829 Fos b xb vars ee ae 
dion. (fg Mbt) 





NB 97:28. 


Updated last paragraph ms. above: 1) Mint, S.I.: Star 1 distant from bust. 
Update A-1: 1) Newcomer, Col. Green, Farouk, Clifford Smith, 1976 
ANA:2944, $25,000.00, R.E. Naftzger, Auction 82:1932, $42,500.00, Unc. 
[See NB 53:66 below]. 2) Private collector, Eliasberg, “H.R. Lee.” 3) “Bell,” 
Flanagan, “Anderson Dupont,” W.G. Baldenhofer, Samuel Wolfson, J.H. 
Murrell, Auction 80:927, $55,000.00 AU +. 4) H.P. Smith, Clapp, 
Eliasberg:385, $44,000,00. S. Kesselman. Ex-proof. 5) Green, Weihman, J. 
Lilly, S.L. 

2-B. ?Garrett:471. 1) Mint, S.L, (star 1 distant from bust). 2) Farouk:243, 
N:778, Mrs. Norweb, Proof-like. 3) Garrett:470, $70,000.00 AU. 4) H.P. 
Smith, Clapp, Eliasberg:386, $26,400.00 AU. 5) “Dupont,” Baldenhofer, 
Wolfson, Naftzger, Auction 82:1933, $40K, Unc. 6) Davies-Niewoehner:561, 
$92,500.00, Auc. 79:817, $110K, Unc.. 7) Atwater, Carter:663, initials in 
field, $8,250. [See BMM 10/55:214 below.] 8) Auc. 79:1234, EF, impaired, 
$14K. 

3-B. Bell II, Auction 81:442. Always weak in centers. 

Probably 3-B: Auc 88 AU+PL “Ex-Bell”. See Artyfact below. 

Which?: last (this +) Dunbois, only ones seen. 

+ Mint, S.I. Proof. 


“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1247 1828 over 27. Uncirculated, showing the clear 
overdate...” $1,250.00. Plate. —:1248 “[...]Perfect date[...]Gem of Gems, 
[...].” $1,750.00. Plate. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:214 “Semi-proof, but obverse engraved G.W. Octr. 28 
A. D. 1806. [original onion skin ms. annot. WB: >Atwater 1645] 
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1829 Type 1. 


1829 

Mintage reported as 57,442. Should a letter from the Mint Director 
to the Secretary of Treasury, announcing the change of type, it will be 
possible--from the date of that letter--to deduce the number minted of 
the two types of this year. Deliveries: 


Possibly 0.02% of mintage remain extant. 7 known. Reverse of 1828. 





Ill. is large planchet Breen 1-A, C-1. 


LARGE DATE 


Large planchet as preceding; large date, stars, & letters; redial border dentils. 
See text; compare “Type II.” 
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SMALL DATE 


March 31 7,781 
May 1 584 
June 50 12,010 
Sept. 8 2960 
Dees si 18'986 
In the meantime, 911 we have is circumstantial evidence. The half- 
dimmes of the year show round border beads within a raised rim, and 
thus correspond to the Type IT half-eagles. They were gfirst coined 
as of July 4, 1829. The letter from the Director to the Secretary of 
Treasury announcing these coins as superior to anything histherto 
made failed to mention the half-eagles. We may guess that one good - 
reason for this was that the half-dimmes had been struck earlier. But 
this leaves uncertain whether the Sept.8 an’ 1122 delivezes of half- 
eagles, totaling 16,150 mum pieces, were of Type I or Type II, It is 
reasonably certain that the Dec. 31 delivery contained Type II's. 
The divisions might then be either 5 41,516 Type I, 15,926 Type II, or 
125,366 Type I, 32,076 Type II. And anything more is conjecture. 
fhe date 1829 is nearly as famous as 1822 for other reasons.xRmwkkEach 
types of the year hale been claimed as the rarer of the two--by dealers 
who hed specimens to sell. In the Atwater sale, B.Max Mehl comnented 
on the relative frequency of appearance of the two types, thereafter 
insociring collectors to believe that Type I was rarer, contrary to 
former belief. At the auction of the Dy. Clifford Smith collection, 
@ specimen accordingly realized $11,000. In the Melish catalogue, 
the auctioneer attempted once again to reverse collector judgment by 
offering a Type II coin and pointing out that neither Atwater nor 
WGC contained a specimen. And so the dispute has gone on since then. 
Se far as I know, the conclusion arrived at below--Type I, 5 
specimens, one in & museums Type II, 6 specimens, 2 in museums—-will 
not easily be refutedy.umxnxhyxumenannia pec This leaves matters just 
about where they were: four specimens of each type in private hands, 
and either one likely to bring prices well up in five figures at auction. 
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Later info.: 25,375 Type I, a few assay pieces are problematic. 
Byron Reed Proof-like? see NB 95:103 type II below. 


Pilt 


Type I. Large size, type of 1828, radial-line borders. 
B. 1-A. Large take planchet, date ,amt sta®¥? 29$8°S?-1828. cyapp 1. 


Obv. 1. Type of preceding years. Large planchet, border of xakx 
radial lines, large numerals (as in the half-cents of the year), large 
stars, first more distint from bust than in pwrevious years. 

Rev. A. Same as 1828 Rev. B. Border of radial lines ap formerly. 

R-7. Pive specimens are known, one impounded in a museum. Pour 
of the five, including the museum piece, have some claim to the tauxx 
grade of uncirculated. (1) Syxmu Omaha City Library, ex Byron Reed 
estate, ex Parmelee $EF 988 at $52. Pictured in the Parmelee catelogue. 
Brilliant unc. (2) Bliasberg, ex John H. Clapp, ex Harlan P. Smith. _ 
wade (5) Dr. Oxlitforé Suith 789% (1055 NY Metropolitan Convention edie), 
ex Farouk, ex Col. Green, apparently from Newcomer. If the coin was 
eer owned by Woodin, it was only after 1914, as it is not mentioned in 
ANS 1914, Pictured in the Smith catalogue. Brilliant munc: This piece 
opened at $4000 and was bid up to $11,000 in a fantastic floor fight 
which had the whole numismatic world agog. (4) Atwater 1646, wexearglier 
source unknown. Mehl neglected to name pedigree or even grade in a 
description oceupying smome twenty-six lines. Present location unknown. 
The photograph indicates that it is more or less unciroulated. (5) 1964 
ANA Convention sale, muumtguet lot 2863, ex WE. Shapiro, said to have 
been discovered in Europe. Fine, mutilated on reverse by heaving mounting 
removed; the coin had originally been part of a brooch or tie-clip or 
similar ornament, and parts of the wings and shield have been re-engraved 
to restore some part of the detail lost in the gold solder. 

Type II. Small size, type of 1830, beaded borders. 

B. 2-B, Small planchet, date,mmtstars and letters; type of 1830. 
Clapp 2. 

Obv. 2. About 1/16" smaller than previous dies. Border of round 

uarter~eagles, 
beads within a plain raised rim, similar to that on PPE sahara 


dimes and half-dimes of the year, the half-cents and quarters of 
*. 
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4) Atwater:1646 Proof [Unique] ex. David Wilson:79, ex. Randall:934 
(1885), obv. proof, rev. Unc., Large date, stars, large flan, radial denticles, 
struck in open collar. B. 1-A. 

Personal communication to WB from ?, cat. search 16, Nov. 1966: David S. 
Wilson, Esq. Mar. 13 & 14, 1907 S.H. Chapman $5 gold: 1829 lg. dt. Lg. 
Stars Proof obv., Unc. rev. (lot 79, plated) S.C.H. says, “only 3 of the lg. dts 
known plus this one.” 

Proof; see also P bk. ms., first type and second type details described. 


bus 
1851, the cents of 1834, dollars mf and reeded-edgem halves of 1636. 
Small date, mkapparently from the punches used for the dimes of the 
year; small stars. New head punch, Bdesigned by William Kneass (as is 


the cutive cemmsattiiely aut dittartan trae the 1818-26 head punch in 
numerous small details, but no major ones. The differences are largely 
in the curls--note particularly those in front o#f ear. 

Rev. B. Corresponding in style to the obverse, this die is smaler 
than all previous reverses, also with border of round beads #itchinx 
within plain raised rim. Much smaller letters than formerly; the letters 
are not even as tall as the motto ribbon. 5 smaller than D, this D much 
larger than D in UNITED. E in UNITED seems a little high. T A farther 
apart thar other letters in STATES. RI and C A spaced far apart. 

I in motto below left foot of 7; S above S. Arrows to left upright of 
I and left tip of A. 

R-7. Three proofs and three businees strikes are known of this 
rerity. Proofs: (1) Smithsonian Inetitution, om loan from the Mint 
Cabinet. (2) Norwebd collection, ex Farouk, Col. Green, Newcomer, 

Ten Eyck, Parmelee 989 at $65. (3) Omaha City library, ex Byron Reed 
estate; mumk earlier source mnt¥ unknown. WNonproofs: (4) 1963 Miami 
F.U.N. sale, lot 4187, at $21,500, ex unknown intermediate owners, ex 
Dunham 2102, H.P.Smith 219 (1906), Foster Ely collection (November 
1888). Une., first strike, faint traces of cabinet friction; pictured 
in the “tan@ard Catalogue. (5) Bliasberg, ex Clapp, sleo close to mint 
state. (6) Melish 1953, at $8400; earlier provenance unknown. EP to 
AU, traces of prooflike surface, but with some bag marks. (The en- 
larged gkuks cut in the Melish catalogue does not do justice to the 
coin.) Rumors have recurred of other specimens, but to date none have 


‘ 


been verified. ' 


Page 123 of 261 


Type I, large planchet. 

Rev. A. 

1) Add partly proof-like. 

2) Joseph J. Mickley in a private sale, William S. Appleton, W.E. Woodward 
(1/23/1883), T.H. Garrett, J.W. Garrett, JHU, Garrett:471, $165,000.00, 
Proof-like Unc. S 10/5/1988:82 [Les Fox + partners] $165K (__) NGC slab 
89 ANA: _, _5,500 Martin Hall (?Paul?). 

3) Was #2 above. Add ?to HB? “TX coll.”? 

4) Was #3 above. Add Mougey:1075, WHW, WN, Col. EHRG, KF,... 1976 
ANA:2945 $65K ‘U’, HB Unc.. #4 “[...]pictured in the Standard 
Catalogue[...].” says “By Wm. Kneass” below photo, 18th Ed., page 137, 
second left from top. See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1691 VIMP. 

5) Was #4 above. Add Randall:934, [...]proof-like. 

6) David S. Wilson:79, Brand I:280, $88,000.00 (via Tony Terranova) 
Auction 85:941, to HB. Proof obv. Unc. rev.. 

7) Was #5 above. Unidentified mature female, Messer & Coen, Wm. Fox 
Steinberg, Edwin Shapiro, °64 ANA, Berube’s “Greater Houston”:552 (Jan. 
1966), Paramount’s Grand Central sale Nov. 1966, Kagin, 1974 MANA:1617 
$19K, 1986 FUN:2029, Fairehester, private collection. 

8) Lilly, S.I., 8.739 grs., 175 degrees rotated, Unc., nicks to right of 9 
(middle, or near center stroke), above D (about 1:30 o’clock). 

NB 65:90 T 1829 $5 I reported coin now in Dale R. Phelan coll. [address 
(DNP)] He needs pedigree chain on 1829-I. 


Notes on 1829 Large Date: (From a 3rd party all below from catalogue 
listings; risky info!). No mention of Planchet Type. Compare below. 

Where does ‘Proof’ 1885 Woodward 77th sale:936 belong? Is it #2? 

Where: 1880 Woodward 27th:1012 ‘PL’? 

Where ‘U’ 1884 Woodward 69th:1157? 

Where: 1946 Atwater Sale:1646 ‘U’ $3,100.00. 

Where ‘EF’ 1954 Egypt Pallace [sic] Sale:244? 

Where ‘U’ 1955 Smith Sale:1691 $11K. 

Where ‘F’ 1964 ANA:2863 $5,500.00? Is this #7; former #5? Grade is far 
apart! Same coin is listed in this persons records as 2 different coins: 1966 
Grand Central Sale:718 1966 $3,800.00. Same: ‘F’ 1974 MANA:1617 $19K. 
Where ‘F’ New England Coin CO. 1/281966:552. 

Where ‘U’ 1982 U.S.G.C. Sale:387 $82,500.00. 

2) In WB’s notes (from 3rd party): 1890 Parmelee Sale as Lot # 988. 
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4) ‘U’ 1906 H.P. Smith:218 $240.00. (Same 3rd party list as #218 $240.) WB 
ms. above:219. “Mougey:1075” add “1910” See notation #4 SC above. ‘ 
6) U’ 1907 at $325.00. 


Type Il, small planchet. 

Rev. B. Update from above ms:.: 

1) As above ms. add 8.755 grs. 180 degree rotation. 

2) Is #3 above ms. add: McCoy:1958, J.O. Emery, Woodward 27:1013 
(Emery, Taylor & Loomis colls., 3/9/1880), Reed estate, OCL. Proof. 

3) Is #2 above ms. add: Col. Mendes I. Cohen:149 [see below] (1875), L.G. 
Parmelee:797, L.Low, J.Ten Eyck:194, Newcomer, Col. E.H.R.G., Farouk, 
Spink’s, Norweb. Proof. 

4) Harlod P. Newlin, 10/31/1884, T.H. Garrett [verify H.], J.W.Garrett, JHU, 
Garrett:472, $65K, Stanley Kesselman. AU+. 

5) Is #4 above ms. add: Rev. Foster Ely, Cleaney:574, Smith, Dunham, 
Flanagan:1105. F.U.N., Superior Gal. 9/24/1970:574, $23,500.00, RARCOA 
2/1972:871, $20K, Private coll.. Borderline Unc.. 

6) Is # 5 above ms. add: Ben E. Green 5/25/1906:443, Clapp, Eliasberg, 
Kevin Lipton, EF, cleaned. 

7) Is #6 above ms. add: Mathew Adams Stickney, Earle:2397 (?), Bell 1:351, 
Adolphe Menkou, “Melish":1953, various Kagin sales, 1974 MANA:1618, 
$100K. 

8) Yorktown Indiana estate, Leon Hendrickson, 1967 Grand Central:806, 
Pradeau-Bothamley:574, $23,500.00, Davies-Niewoehner:562, J.C. 
Burnheimer: 1079, $50K, AU. rim nick between ER. 

9) Col. Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I. 8.702 grs. 178 degree rotation. 


As I stated above: this CC is like herding a clowder of cats. 

Compare 3rd party info. to WB’s Large Planchet and Small Planchet. 
Information from 3rd party is added herein for research assistance to future 
scholars. 


See Bib. below Auc. ’85 LD: NB 56: 164-5. 
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“crack [base] 5D top UNITE” 

Walter Breen’s annotated copy of the V. Brand sale, November 1983, B&R. 
Entered here for historical purposes only. 

NB 60:79. MARCA:1829 $5 I, ‘F’. 
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Cohen:149 above. 





Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


Page 126 of 261 


SEFYMOI IDVWZARAADIIAACLCVAAOLIDIUIZA VI 


~SYAQA SOD 





Snowden doubts that the $2.50 were 
ever issued. No Motto $5—685028, 
$214—112234. : 

In 1835-6 approximately $2 million 
of gold of former ratio was recoined; 
far smaller amounts thereafter. The 


difficulty here is in assigning a 
delivery of August 19 (56097). The 
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= 


IHS 
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1858. The 2521 eagles did not include 


any subsequent 
account of the suspension of specie pay- 
ments and the consequent hoarding of 
what precious metals were available dur- 
ing the Civil War. 

~ Later notes on gold coin will be found 
among proof coin notes. : 


The Coin Collector's Journal 
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> 
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MSEYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOURWA 


1829-34 ARE SMALLER IN DIAMETER THAN THE EARLIER 
COINS, SMALLER LETTERS, STARS AND DATES. 


Improvements in mint technology are reducing variants in dies. William 
Kneass, Robert Scot’s successor, is making (1828-34) unobtrusive 
modifications. That most relevant to the present group of half eagles is the 
“close collar’, a then recent invention to equalize coin diameters & 
simultaneously improve striking quality. Earlier coins had been struck in an 
open collar, which is a flat metal plate with at hole somewhat larger than the 
diameter of a finished coin, serving to position a planchet atop the lower die 
(anvil die) for striking, but not to restrain its expansion. Edge lettering, 
reeding or other ornamentation were imparted in a third separate operation by 
the Castaing machine (parallel bars) before the blanks went to press; the open 
collar did not effect them. Because centering was not always exact, dies were 
normally of much greater diameter than the finished coins, & included long 
radial-line dentilated borders so that any unstamped areas might not temp the 
ungodly—in age old practice—to clip or shave off precious metal before 
spending. 

With the new close collar, all this was changed, including border design & 
die diameters, & the principal remains in use to the present day. A close collar 
is a heavy steel block with a hole the diameter of the finished coin, into 
which the face & part of the neck of the lower die must fit; the hole may be 
plain or vertically grooved to impart a reeded edge, but cannot have other 
ornamentation as this would either prevent ejection of the finished coin or be 
sheared off in the process. During the striking, a flywheel at the press retracts 
both dies, then the hopper releases a planchet, which feeder fingers (the 
“layer-on”) move to drop into the coining chamber (the cylindrical space 
between lower die face & close collar). As the flywheel continues to move, 
the lower die stays where it is but the upper die (hammer die) descends with 
a force of 40 to 75 or more tons (depending on diameter), causing metal of 
the planchet to flow into all crevices & corners, creating the raised protective 
rim & bringing up peripheral details. The flywheel’s further rotation causes 
the upper die to withdraw, the lower die to rise through the close collar, 
ejecting the hot, newly struck coin, after which feeder fingers brush it into the 
receiving bin, & the process repeats, again & again. 

Kneass accordingly produced new dies with plain rims surrounding beaded 
borders; this feature, essential to the new technology, was specially 
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mentioned in Mint correspondence of the period, & is remains in use, though 
the beaded borders were abandoned in 1930 except for the New Rochelle 
commemorative half dollar. See 1829 Quarter-Eagle for an additional 
comment by the Mint Director. The illusion of higher relief in Kneass’ die (& 
many later ones) is partly from the way relief details were distributed, partly 
from basining (imparting variable radius of curvature to fields). 

Varieties of half eagles, 1829-34, are fewer & more minor than earlier. 
Mintages were larger, because considerable quantities of gold began reaching 
the Mint from Georgia & North Carolina. Bechtler’s extensive coinages are 
one reason why federal mintages in the early 1830’s were not larger still; 
many preferred to have their nuggets & granules locally coined rather than 
risk shipment to Phila. with hazards of bandits & hostile Indians. 

However, most of the coins continued to be melted as worth over face value 
for reasons detailed in previous sections of Quarter, Half & Eagle text; & this 
melting was why the 1834 Mint Act lowered official weight (which caused 
even more melting of old-tenor gold). The change of design to the “Classic 
Head” see 1834-8, was to enable everyone instantly to tell new from older 
standard coins. 

Because of extensive meltings, all dates of the Reich-Kneass design are rare, 
some ex-rare. The very first of these, 1829 :Type II,” is one of the most 
famous of all half-eagle rarities. Date, stars, letters, & diameters are all 
smaller than “Type I.” The proofs are thought to have been made in 
celebration of the new design, as with the half dimes & dimes of the year. Of 
possibly [32,076] minted plus an unknown number of proofs, only those 
listed above in “Type II” are traceable today. 
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1829 small planchet. 


See above. 
Possibly [32,076?- + ?P] 


Ill. is Breen 2-B, C-2. Ex. Clapp collection. WB:’..close to mint state...’. 
For Proof see NB 104:106 in 1815 above. 






Ill. is a proof. Breen 2-B. 


S¥  f : 
— 1g Ke aE. 
Sea went Boe ery u - 


NB 95:103-4. Byron Reed coll. (1829-91)$5. I P-L?, II Proof. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1830 


It 
1830 file 


Mintage 126,351. Apparently from now on the dies were of tougher 
allot, as mintages are much larger but the number of dies in use does 
not seem to have increased proportionately. Dies agre also much more 
difficult to tell apart, particularly obverses. The obverse-reverse 
designation will be droppedz from now on, and a notation uniform with 
that adopted fob the smaller gold denominations adopted. fue ftr If a 
given gate comes in two types, they will be labeled I and II; if there 
are distinguishable fdie varieties of each type, they will be labeled 
I-1, I-2, I-3, ... IIl-1, II-2, etc. I begin this practice with 1830 
rather than with 1834 because there is considerable question in my 
mind as to the actual die variety used on some specimens, even with 
available photographs, which are no longer emptxensg sufficient to dis- 
tinguish them. 

Types are as in 1829 II. The known varietyes differ principally 
in having large or small 5 D. The emall 5 D. has @ very narrow D, not 
much wider than the 5; the large 5 D. has a very broad D, more then 
twice the width of the 5. Proofs ere reported from both reverses. I 
am in ¢oubt whether the Byron Reed proof, now in Omaha City Library, 
has large or small 5 D., though I vaguely recall it as being of the 
former type. Same comment for the Smithsonian's nearly unc. piece, 
brought in for exchange at $5.35 (bull@on value) during 1860. There 
appear to be three exceedingly similer obverse dies, differing principally 
in position of stars to denticles, and not much even there. The die 
shared by Bell II 607, Wolfson 374, Davie-Graves 1453 and Miami-F.U.N. 
4188 appears to have first two stare pointing to ieattetesy spaced be- 
tween denticless; another die, found on Bell II 606 and WGC 376, appears 
to have priate ol RE and the third, 
found on the Dunham-"Lee" coin, has first atar pointing to denticle, 
second to space, and 7™ practically touching border. There are minor 
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2 in S.1.: One Mint, other Green, W, Lilly. 


Ill. is a proof, D narrow. Small D. Breen 2, C-4. 
Proofs: Both types, 2 or 3 known. [See also P bk. ms. B. 1; B. 2.]. 
SMALL 5D 


Pi 

differences in spacing of wuieapin ait tacks; but tl are very hard 
to see without contact printe or having the oda oles at — 
@ll of the varieties are R-6's or R-7's, it is difficult to assign s 
more exact rating to any of them, and thayxaxm there is much doubt still 
involved as to the actual identity of some coins, most probably the best 
course will be to leave the situation es it is for the moment. 

1.YESUXIX Large 5D. R_verse of 1829 II./ Proofe are reported. 
This ig by far the rarer of the two types, Specimens appear to exist with 
the first two obverse dies alluded to above, the second being rarer. 
As a type, high R-6; probably less than twenty survive. Most are V?P-ZF. 

2-TUSBXIIx Small 5 D. Nerrow D, Yuexdtexts Clapp 2. Proofs are re- 
ported. The die ie in other respects quite similar to that of Type 1; 
Eixetaser UVITED more closely spaced and farther from wing, and lover 
arrow to space between CA, otherwise answering its descri#ption. Speci- 
mens apparently exist with all three rmys obverses described above. 
Several uncitoulated specimens survive, but the majority of specimens are 
BF or thereabouts. This is the type most commonly seen. R-5. 


Rev. of 1831 Small 5 D. Obv. of 1., before or after repolishing; on later states, 
0 no longer shows repundhing. Dohrman, Garrett:473, Unc., #23K. HC 
11/22/1909, Holden, N:780, Unc.. Proofs: 1) OCL. 2) Earle (Chapman 
6/1912), Clapp, Eliasberg:390, $19,800.00, Buddy Ebsen. 
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“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1249 “... Small 5 D...A shade from Uncirculated...A 
faint scratch between 3rd and 4th stars...This is the Dunham...” $150.00. 
Plate. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:215 ‘U’. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1692. 






LARGE 5D 

In date 0 usually shows traces of 
repunching. Mumford, Clapp, 
Eliasberg:389, Unc., $18,700. Green, 
Weihman, Lilly, S.1.. One proof reported long ago 
untraced, IIl.. 


Color ill’s. above are large 5D. Breen 1, C-1. 





NB 93:160. 1830 PL, Disregard 1831 $2 1/2, “Slabs are for corpses.” 
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NB 66:117. 


JCM#311, 10/18/33:223 “1830 Uncirculated proof surface. Very rare. 
Illustrated.” $250.00. [Without question illustration is large 5D. Ill. also 
shows horizontal marks in field before nose. | 


DNV KNEASS’S MODIFIED HEAD LEFT. 1830. Large 5 D. Rev. of 1829. 
Breen 1-A. About Unc., prooflike. Identifiable by a tiny nick on bridge of 
nose opposite lower part of ee[sic]. At least the equal of one in Stack’s June 
1981 auction at $19,000. Very rare, the rarer of the two types of this date. 
BO035. 

KS 4/3-4/59: “[...]Large 5D. Choice about Uncirculated. [...].” Plate. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


7 Na 
Lot No. 406 Ag ~ Ow 


406 1830 Small 5 D. Choice About Uncirculated with prooflike lustre. A real spectacular coin 
with hardly any bag marks. Greatly in demand. PLATE 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:406 above. 
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1831 






Ill. is Breen 2 


Enlarged ill. 5 D. 
Obv. sometimes cracked from rim to star 5 to forelock 
(see ill. later state rev. crack below). Randall, Clapp, Eliasberg:392, AU, 
$16,500.00. N.M. Kaufman, ?Unc.. 


1 Be3 

Mintage 140,594. The large mintages of this period are mainly from 
Caroline and Georgia gold. With the wholesale melting of "old tenor" 
(i.e. prior to 1634 II) gold, probably only these large mintages could 
have insured the survival of as many as two or three dozen specimens of 
any of these dates. The half-eagles of 1831 are similar to those of 
1830 in all respects save that the stars are larger. Dates are #from 
the so-called large date punches used on the quarter dollars; the 1's 
are tall. Once again we find small and large Ds in 5D, but this time 
the small D type is rarer. f 

1. Small D, reverse of 1830 #2. Adams 1, Cal app 2, Newcomer 122. 
Proofs are regprported, and this may refer to Parmelee 1003. High R-6, 
possibly R-7; cf. Baldenhofer 1249; Clapp-Eliasberkg; Dunham-"Klee" coin 


“H.R. Lee” S$ 10/47:1250 “Strictly Fine, can be called Very Fine. This is the 
Dunham specimen...” $135.00. 
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reappearing as lot 383, NN 49% sale. An 

2. Large D, similer to 1829 II, but epparently not the identical 
reverse die, though very similar. A-2; C-1; N-123. Arrows to center of 
base of I and left tip of A. Low R-6. Of. WGC 377, reappearing eas !Mem- 
orable” 327; the Lawson coin in the ANA 1947 @ale, lot 434; G.H.Hall 
1898; Clapp-Eliasberg; Wolfson 375; 1956 Metropolitan, lotWW1652, etc. 


Ill. is small D, Breen 1, C-2. 2 in S.L. 
Enlarged 5 D. 

Newlin, Garrett:474, $16K, AU.; Eliasberg:391, $45K, Unc.. Proofs: 1) 
Parmelee:1003, H.P. Smith, private collection. B. 1-A. 

Proofs: B. 2 Large D in 5D. 1) Mint, S.L, dubious. 2) Reported by Wayte 
Raymond, early 1950’s, not now traced. [See also P bk. ms. B. 1; B. 2.]. 
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Ill. is Large D, Breen 2. 
Cracked from rim to star 5 to forelock, later faint crack rim 
through (O)F, wing, AMERICA. 


B. 1 Described in detail, see Bib., WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:376 ‘EF/ 
AU’. 


1831 


QUARTER EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. 


49. Silver—R.E. (A-W 39). Unique. 
From the same dies as the proofs. 
ue lA+AS> : 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd. “Dr. Judd coll.” 
BMM A.Carter 10/55:216 * ‘U, semi-proof...’ No variety noted. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1832 


curved 
stars. 


Pi. is 
base 2.12 
Breen 1, C-2. 





CURVED BASE 2, 12 STARS a.k.a. “Blundered die.” 
See 1798 half eagle with 14 stars. 


1832 
Mintage 157,487. 
/Tyis is one of the most famous adatesx of all, largely exh because 


of the twelve-star variety (an engraver's blunder) gd because both 
types of the year are much rarer than those of nearby years. Possibly 
some coins datéd 1831 were delivered in 1832. Deliveries: 


Dec. 24 29,862 \ 
This gives no clue as to the twelve-star variety. As obverse and reverse 
bokth differ from ttumxmf other dies of 1832 and the reverse is not 
identified as a die of either 1831 or 1833, nor is the evidence from 
date punches unequivocal, there is no way of doing more than guessit 
whether it came early or late in the year. I list it first, but it \ 
might just as wasily have been second. 

I, Twelve stars, curved base to 2. (-2. Reverse similak to 
preceding dies of 1830 and 1831; arrfws as in 1831 #2; period distant 
from D, on the Newcomer coin; period @t very close to D, on the Atwater 1 
coin. The two reverse dies do not appear to differ appreciablay in other 
respects. Five known, and I do not at present know which reverse is 
borne by the mkkmx three other specimens. (1) Smithsonian Institution, 
from the Mint collection, from an auction of Feb. 24, 1883 at $20. 
(2) Omaha City Library, ex Byron Reed estate, ex Parmelee 1013 at $35, 
uneirculated, (3) Eliasberg, ex Atwater 1650 at $2600; EF, flat stars. 
Close perioi. (4) H##WSEX{ The former Farouk coin, ex Col. Green, 
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4) ‘VF’ Grandberg:1023 $525.00 (1913). Is this also 1954 Egypt Palace 
Sale:247 ‘EF’? 5) ‘VF’ 1907 Stickney:674 $50.00.[See Bibliography below], 
Jenks:5772 (1921) $130.00. Which became ‘EF’ 1982 U.S.G.C:393 $44K.? 


SQUARE BASE 2, 13 STARS 


LF 

Newcomer, Wgmodin, Granberg¥. Pictured in ANS 1914, Plate XV, and in 

Stakndard Catalogue. Said to have been sold to Granberg by B.Max Mehl 

in July 1913. Uncirculated. Distant perics. (5) Jenks 5772, pl d. 

When I handled the Smithsonian coin in 1951 S1,/i wes aet auire'e ¥9 Fr two 

reverses. I have never seen the Jenks piece and know it only from the 

ealiy. yrooliehotisle — ree. Higuxkx¥iBorderline R-8, only three being theoreti- 
Thirteen. stare, gtflat based 2. (Rumored also to exist with 

curve based 2.) Reverse differs from both preceding. Clapp i. Distant 

period, but final S above US rather than above S in motto, unlike any 

preceding. This is atam R-7, but estimates of the surviving population 

have ranged from six to ten specimens. Pedigree data are somemewhat con- 

fused and it is possible that the present enumeration duplicates one or 

two specimens. (1) Eliasberg, ex KXPXYE Clapp, ex H.P.Smith. (2) Amon 

Carter, unc., possibly ex "Memorable" 328. (3) Dr. Clifford Smith 

1694, unc., possibly a Col. Green coin. (4) Bell II 608, called unc., 

not impossibly same as preceding, (5) Wolfson 376. (6) Atwater 1649, 

AU, possibly reappearing in the Jerome Kern sale and then as Baldenhofer 

12507. (7) G.H.Hall 1894, AU. (8) MY 49% sale, lot 384, ex Dunham 2105, 

"Lee", almost unc. (9) The plugged piece in the Stickney collection. 


II. Star 4 is repunched, 14-18 extant. 

2 in S.I.: 1) Mint. 2) Green, W, Lilly. 

N:782 burnished. 

Which of above, if any, are: Garrett:475, $15K, AU; Miles, Delp, Naftzger, 
Auction 82:1935 $18K, Unc.; Chatlin, Brand 1:281’proof’, $39,600.00, 
private collection. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1251 “[...]13 star[...]square base 2[...]Brilliant 
Uncirculated with a hairline nick on face and edge[...].”" $575.00. Plate. 
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Ill. is 13 star, square base 2. Breen 2, C-1. 





Proof: Reported unique, unlocated as of 1975. Dies unknown. 
“3 repunched (4th star) 6-7* all double struck die polish in cap!” 


13 Stars 


| 0, a? ~ 
qv 


30 
Arce 


BR 





281 1832 square-base 2. 13 stars. Breen-2. Brilliant Proof-60 
Akers. who did nat know af ar avamine the a---——+ “eck SS 


Walter Breen’s annotated catalog V. Brand Sale, November 1983, B&R. 
Reproduced here for historical purposes only. 
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Updated above ms. 1832 blundered die 12 stars, add: 

1) As above. 

2) As above. 

3) Is #4 above. 

4) Is #5 above ms. add: Stickney:674, Jenks:5772 (“[...]I have never seen 
the Jenks coin & know it only[...] is this same piece), Col Green, C.T. 
Weihman, J.Lilly, S.I. Holed between star 7 & 8, later plugged. 8.745 grs. 
185 degrees rotated. 

5) Mehl 12/12/1922, Atwater:1650, Eliasberg:393, $44K, EF, flat stars. 

6) C. Varner, discovered at 1977 ANA, EF, $26K. 


Misc. WB autograph ms.: 1832 13*: does it always have 4* dbl punched? [Is 
this Auc ’83:840? this is very difficult to read] 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:217 “Thirteen stars. Uncirculated. Extremely rare.” 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

S Smith 5/55:1694. 


WB: 12 stars ““Missmade.” 
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Ill. is large date. Breen II, C-1. 


Mintage of this design [74,709-], ended May 30, 1834. Of these only 
[50,141] left the Mint; the remainder were melted as soon as it became 
apparent that the new Mint Bill would become law, which it did June 28, 
effective Aug. 1. The Aug. 1 date began the Great Meltings of old-tenor gold. 


1833 

Mintage 193,630. For some inexplicable reason, the two types of 
this year--small and large date--have never been publicized, to my 
knowledge, though they are naked-eye types. 

I-1. Small date, period close to D, STATES far above xtk® scroll. 
A-1; C+2. Obv. Small, closely spaced date, smaller than any other in 
this period; short 1, modern Sm with its thickest part in the middle 
(joining the two loops), first and 13" stars close to bust andcurl. Rev. 
Oval period close to D, final © above U in UNUM, entire word STATES 
distant above scroll, especially compared with the other reverse of this 
years arrow to space between IC and to left tip of r. foot of A. Sige 


Page 141 of 261 


I-1: S 3/10/1981, $29K, Hancock & Harwell, 1982 ANA:2670, #13K, Unc.. 
2) Auction 82:1936, $18K, Unc.; others. 

I-3: Period close to D. HK 3/30/1953:645D (0?), N:783. [AU?]. No proof. 
Which is Nagle:620?. 3) Green, W, Lilly, S.I., 8.760 Grs, rotated 180 degrees. 





Ill. above is I-2. 


20 
EXEYXPSRSIBIF R-7. Wilson 83; Judd 85, ude second variety in ANS 1914. 
The reason for undue rarity of this variety is known. 

Ie2. Small date, obv. as last; period far from D; STATESclose to 
scroll. Apparently unpublished. Reverse is same as that on Type II; 

S above U and space to right, arrows tito center of base of I (not close) 
and left tip of A (very close). Cf. Devis-Graves 1454, Baldeknhofer 
1251, Schulman-Kreisberg (Feb. 1960) 2709. Apparently R-7, less #rare 
than preceding. 

TI. large date, rev. as last. A-2; C-1. Large numerals, widely 
spaced, tall 1, oldstyle 8 with its thickest parts at left and right 
sides of both loops, all figures lean rig t. Pizrst and 13“ stars are 
distant from bust and imcurl. Rev. Same as last, now sometimes with 
lower of the top leaf=pair hollow, rusty at arrows and FR, and still 
later oan Bi 1s, over TED, not touching those letters. Farly 
states: /Wolfson + Bell II 609; proofs are in the Smithsonian and 
elsewhere, one believed to have been Farouk's coming ultimately from 
Parmelee 1021. Cf. also Gaylord » wne.s G.H.Hall 1900; 1957 ANA 
sale, lot 1993; etc., etc. Lailf states also show obv. cracked from rim 
to bust to first star to rim, grazing left skp base of 1 in date. Compare 
WGC 378 (later "Memorable" 329). Apparently R-5. 
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“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1252 Ex Dunham $150.00. Plate. 


BMM 3/23/48:3682: 1833 “Very close date. Reverse, 5  D rather widely 
spaced. Brilliant uncirculated with semi-proof surface...” $265.00. —:3683 
1833 Wide date. 5 D on reverse closer than on preceding lot...” $325.00. 


II: Many states of cracks; rust marks; & eventually a rim break above TED. 
Emery, Garrett:476, $15K, AU; Frossard, Clapp, Eliasberg:395, #12,100 AU. 
Proofs: Mint, S.I. 8.717 grs. 180 degree rotation. Reverse of 1832. 2) 
Randall:938, Parmelee:1021, Farouk, N.Y. State specialist. 3) Nicholas 
Petry:314, (Chapmans, 1893), hairlined, now untraced. 4) Impaired, Gary 
Pavietti. [See also P bk. ms.]. 





Ill. is Small Date Breen I-1; A-1; C-2.. 
See (VIMP) W.Breen autograph Research in the Archives (1951-2) for 
experimental assay for purity change. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1834 


Concerning the die-pairings, see WB NB C:107-8, illustrated above. 

For additional information see Bibliography below. 

Proofs: No motto. Plain & crosslet 4, each unique. [See also P bk. ms. all 
varieties detailed.]. 

PLAIN 4 

I-1: Leaning right 4. 2 in S.I.. Sears 10/1/1907, Holden, N:784, VF. 
Eliasberg:396, $16,500.00, Unc.; Carter:669, Unc., #20,900.00. 

4 leaning left: Roach:555-6, ex-rare. 

Proof: B. I-1. S.I., ex Mint Dubious. 


Ill. is with motto. Pl a & Breen I-1, C-1. 


BMM A.Carter 10/55:219 “...plain 4. Uncirculated with 
semi-proof surface.” 

NN #47:760 “[...]Plain 4 in date; date partly recut. [...]”. See Bib. below for 
WB’s annot copy. 

CROSSLET 4 


Proof: Described below, I-3. No space for any such coin in King of Siam set. 


Ill. is with motto. Crosslet 4. Breen I-3, C-2A. 
B. IIl-4 NM Plain 4 Proof described in detail in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 
6/75:377 in Bib. below VIMP. 






ites 
' P, 
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1834 

Total mintage for year, 732,737. Of these, 74,709 were of Type I 
with motto. These 74,709 break down as follows: 50,141 released from 
Coiner to Treasurer of the Mint, March 31, per Warrant 1405. The re- 
maining 24,568 never leaft the mint. They were coined as of May 30, 
then per Warrant 14194 released from Coiner to Treasurer, from whom they 
went back to the Melter & Refiner, mm all on Jynme 30. They had been held 
over pending Congressional ection ofm a bill whifh was to reduce the 
weight of gold coins, and which became the Act of June 28, 1834. The 
50,141m of Type I come in three distinct varieties, one of them of 


ANG Cok} hy tah ih : 


18 Se eee 





= ee ~—a ee ea 





NB 98:89-91. 










Cc , 1 ver > “ Ja! e) 3 mo 
1ST "eres 0 Sap 3 [9 i 
: cet 3 


Elle 





NB 104:106-7.. 

BMM 3/23/48:3685 “...crosslet 4. Tiny nick on lower left reverse edge...”. 
BMM A.Carter 10/55:220 ‘...crosslet 4. Practically unc. ...’. —:221 “... 
Crosslet 4...Duplicate. Fine. ...” 

Plain 4 or crosslet in King of Siam set: NB 70:128 see NB 2:146 below for 
vars.. 


“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1253 Plain 4. ‘BU’ Ex. Bell. $275.00. Plate. —:1254 
Crosslet 4 with motto VF faint scratch on face. Ex. Dunham. $150.00. 


JCM#311, 10/18/33:224 “1834 With motto over eagle on reverse. 
Uncirculated, proof surface. Very rare. I//ustrated.” $200.00. [IIl. is not clear 
enough to show 4 variety. | 

Below: Misc. autograph ms.: 1834 M date positions. 
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B. II-1, B. II-8 described in detail in Bib. below in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 
6/75:378-80. 


4 

extreme rarity, the others comparable . the 1830-33 group but usually 
exaggerated in rarity. The fame of this date as the year o* the great 
change may have had’ something to do with it. 

I-11. Plain "e leaning xight; motto reverse. Clapp 1. Date in a 
straight line, the 4 tilted notably to right and placed amcentrally 
under nearest curl. Reverse similar to 1833 II, but 5D closer spaced. 
This is low R-6 and may even be hich R-5. Most specimens have seen 
circulation, and there are no proofs reported. Two uncs. are recorded: 
Skapte¥Olapp-Eliasberg and suf Col. Green piece, the latter picturad 
over G.H.Hall 1901. Then come a half dozen AU's, possibly mare: NN 49% 
sale, sxlot 375, em Bell I and "Lee"; WGC 379; Wolfson 378; Dr. Green 
260; Bell II 610 and Melish 1959. Not all of these may be difsferent, 
of course. There are also eight or nine different EF's around and nearly 
tee Sane wumber of éiffesent VF's ant Pine’s reperteca. "I 

Ie2. Plain 4, leaning left; motto reverse. Clapp 2. Date curved, 
the 4 leaning left and placed so thet its upright points barely to left 
edge of nearest curl, almost not under that curl at all. Numerals very 
closely spaced, = + both = —_ variety. First star farther from 
bust than in I-1./ Clapp kmew of it only from H.P.Smith I 226. This 
may be a repappearance of *{ Parnmelee 1030, which is described as having 
oracked die. (Zhe crack does not show on the plate, and is probably very 
faint.) Probably R-6. — 3 

I-53. Crosslet 4} motto reverse. Clapp 2A. Immediately identified 
by the clear crossiet at the end of the crossbar of the 4. Reverse is 
from the same die as the other two, This is R-6 and rarer than I-1. 

A single proof is known; EBliasberg, ex Clapp. WGC 380 ig possibly the 
best uncirculated one, though the Lawson coin in the 1947 ANA sale, lot 
436, seems to be about its twin, if it is not a reappearance of the 
seme coin. G.H.Hall 1902, also called unc., shows on the plate what 
looks like cracks through 9" to 12% sters; I have never seen a specimen 
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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<revise BE VERY CAREFUL>>>>>>>>>>CHECK 
HEAD SIZE>>>above and below>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


Classic Heads 


ple 
showing them. Wolfson 379 is AU and may have been axr ex Melish 379 
1960; Baldenhofer 1254 tax was in similar grade. There are three or 
four EF's and two impaired VF's, one Dunham 2107, the other Atwater 


1653. nevis 
CLASSIC ERADS 
Reduced We : No Motto. : 
Aug. 1, 183 » 31, 1838 1834 
Mintage 658,028. ‘Two different heads were used for this/issue, 


but the delivery dates (see below) give no really clear clue to the 
respective rarity of the types .~Tieme-ere—mere-diesour~the—fiast 


August 0 
Sept. 25° 192°e00 
Dec. 31 387,323 


Dies by Kneass, as with the quarter eagles of similar design. 
Judd 51 and 51a are two copper trialpieces (plain and reeded edges) of 
this type, but I have not seen them and do not know from which of the 
two heads they were made. Many proofs exist, and they are found from 
several different peirs of dies, mmwhich also were used to make business 
strikes. 

 Pipst head: WitextumkxpmbeicteumectionTruncation of bust large and 
wide. Large 4 2s on the dimes. 

II<1, (A=4, C+3, N-1352.) Curved date, rather widely spaced, the 4 
distant} A's clear of wing and arrow, though close; leaf away from U. 

E below adjacent FR. Proofs generally show guide lines (arcs of circles 

in line with bases of letters) left and right of 5D., left of U, between 
B-S, between PA; compare illustration in ANS 1914 and Stanzdard Catalogue. 
Proofs: Smithsonian; Bliasberg (2); WGC 381x~2{latter in NN 49% sale, lot 
386); Kern-Colden Jubilee; etc., etc. Some proofs kamtitux evidently went 
inte circulation, as there are "AU" pieces showing earmarks of proof 
status. There are also business strumikes, and the variety is one of 

the o@mmoner ones of the type. Ni. 3, ANci9/4- 

TI-2, (Not in Ay C¥-5; N-135.) Same oby. Rev. Similar, but A touches 
Piss taal closer to leafy top of D recut and leans r. (in UNITED), below 
ITE; M leans right, its r. base below ER. Without and with cracks from 
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curl to border, very slightly r. of midway between 4 and 13% star; and 
vertically from eye to near ching. ant?#itenghxttitzx¢kyamtcetemaxaxt 
xXeaxemx Of. Melish 1962. Scarcer than lastI; #6, ANS 1914 (?). 

II-3. Similar to II-1, but ist and 13" stars farther from bust and 
cubl; 135 is in fact about its own width away from curl. Numerals ascend 
to right, 834 ‘closely spaced, 4 close to curl and wholly under it. Rev. 
Answers the desoription of II-1, but without the guide lines. Judd 90 
a a Fwy o. with either of preceding or following. 

TI=-4. (A-33 C-6; N-131.) Date very closely spaced and high, 8 and 4 
lower; first and 13" stars very close to bust and curl. RBv. A joins 
arrow; not impossibly from the die of II-2. Perfect and with crack 
through 3rd to 6" stars and later with shattered obverse. Proofs exist: 
Melish 1961, etc. Grankmt Perfect die: "Cicero" 985; cracked die: "Cicero" 
984, Bell II 612, NN 54" sale, lot 5749, ex WGC 383, gem unc. (HStrictly 
uncircfulated half eagles of the 1834-38 period are very seldom encountered. 
Fairly common. 

Second head: Truncation of bust short and narrow. Small 4 as on 
the dimes. This 4 ghas a very narrow crossbar. 

II-5/. In date 4 practically touches mmky curl. Rev. Answers 
description of II-2, II=-4; A touches arrow. Rare. 

| ‘II-6) Obv. as last. RBv. Similar, fies’ final S in STATES plainly 
recut. Cf. Miami-F.U.N. 4190. Also rare. 

II-7. Obv. as last. Rv. as that next to follow, with A's free and 
leaf distant from U (similar to II-1). Cf. NN 51st sale, lot 983. Rare. 
TI-8. (A-6; N-4.) Wide date, distant from bust and curl. Most 

readily identified by having triple cut 4. Base of this 4 is long; the 
triple cutting (which partly fades, showing only as double in later 
states) is plainest at right top of upright. This 4 slants left. Rev. 
Similar to II-1, leaf distant from U, A's free. Cf. "Cicero" 116, and 
lot 750, NN 54" sale. This is apparently #5, ANS 1914. It may also be 
the variety with cracks from wingtips to borders in Melish 1966, unless 


— Re 
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P12. 
that is the variety next following. Much less rare; fairly often seen. 


II-9/. Obv. as last. Rev. Similar, but arrow joins A. First S 
has what looks like at base. Of. "Cicero* 986) lot 588, Im 
49% sale. There may be still other reverses with this/common obverse. 

IT-10. (4-8; 0-87; N-136.) Crosslet 4. 1, date 1 and 4 are 
distant from bust and curl. Rev. Similer to 1835, different from all 
preceding; smaller arrowheads. A's free of wing and arrow, final A in 
fact unusually distant from arrow. Discovered in the Cowell collection 
by Mehl in 1911. By the time of the Wilharm sale of 1921 only two were 
supposedly Imown, aside from Clapp's.amixiewa There are apparently three 
uncireulated specimens around: (1) Lot 389, NN 49" gale, ex "Memorable" 
and Melish 1968. (2) Geiss 1692, two minute rev. rim nicks. (3) No: 
3880, Numisma, March 1956, at $180. There are four or five in VF or 
better grade, and all others seen are worn. The variety is a full R-6, 
and is in a xkeam rarity clase with the crosslet 4 variety with motto. 





NB 100:169-71 follow below. Die pairings. 
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From the same dies as the proofs. - 

4 L075 JL SA 284-G 

peenn€ Pree AUT CD | Vary (v/s. LoTens 2 
esr TOOK G0, °2 ee 1834-70 eal Db ( 2/2 hep RLSAOA 


CRawTic pA vy. 

While the Act of June 28, 1834, which basin, weight of the gold coins 
from 67.5 grains to 64.5 grains, and modified the composition of standard gold , , 
by increasing the percentage of the alloy, was being prepared, the Director of — 
the Mint, Samuel Moore, made a report to the Speaker of the House on Jan- 
uary 11, 1833, regarding the proper alloy of gold to be used for gold coins. 
apparently hoped to have a clause inserted in the bill authorizing the 
some silver to the copper used as the alloy in the standard gold, in 
the color of the gold coins. He pointed out that experiments had 

a “gold coin alloyed with about one-twelfth of its weight of silver 
bined resists the effects of attrition, at least as effectually as any other p 
and that an alloy slightly greater or less is not sensibly inferior in this 
the purpose of exhibiting the degree of approximation of the color of fine gol 
produced by various proportions of silver and copper employed as an alloy 
gold coin, a number of specimens of the quarter eagle are forwarded with 
report, to which the House is respectfully referred. (The numbers are designated b | 
minute points impressed on the reverse of each coin above the head of the e gle 
“No. 1 consists of 61% grains of pure gold, being the quantity at present 
uired in the quarter eagle. : jase 
ila. sees 61% grains of pure gold and 55% grains of alloy, making 67% ~, 
grains, the weight of a quarter eagle of our present standard. The alloy in this, 
(> specimen consists of silver alone. 72) (7%) ae: 2p 
te oe nerne Genk os Howmet: NO gon and. 
copper in equal proportions. WEY, ; f 
SS ge Ro a el preceding, but alloyed holly 
with copper. : ane 
“No. 5 weighs 66 grains, of which 59.4 consist of pure gold and 6.6 grains o! 
19 B 
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Walter Breens annotated Judd 3rd. Annot. above by B. Vogel. 


¢ 
' 1834 Continued 


alloy, which alloy consists of silver and copper in equal proportions. 
Se “No. 6 is of the same weight and fineness as the preceding, but alloyed with 
_ silver and copper in the proportion of one part of the former to two parts of 
the latter. 
“The first four specimens are of the intrinsic value of our present quarter 
_ eagle. The fifth and sixth are conformable to the coinage in which the eagle 
_ would contain 264 grains of standard gold, consisting of 237.6 grains of pure 
gold and 26.4 grains of alloy.” 
Apparently all of these were melted as none are known to exist today. 
QUARTER DOLLAR. Regular dies trial piece. 
50. Copper—R.E. R.8. Two known. 


HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece without E PLURIBUS UNUM on the 
reverse. 


51. Copper—P.E. (A-W 40) R.8. 
Sla. Copper—R.E. R.8. 
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igh); 6500 1834 Crosslet 4. Very rare. | 
Jelp, ~° Estimated poputation 14-18. Late i impressions show cracks 
rand thro Survivors are F to UNC., mostly EF. Enl. 
photos. W. J. Jenks, Garrett:477, $34,000, UNC.: Auction 

2:1937, $12,000, UNC. 4 71283: 2010 > PPR er 4 
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Bruce Vogel’s Breen Ency, after Breen. 

See Hoards below: 15 pieces. Type and variety not stated; in fact article 
shows typo 1934. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


<<Below to assist in Head 1, Head 2 identification>>>WB’s Breen 


lll>>>>>>edit>>>>> 
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CLASSIC HEAD 1834-38 introduction. 


See 1834 information above & below for design change. 


Coinages of the new design far exceeded even the Mint’s most optimistic 
expectations. The coins went at once into circulation & stayed there, few 
were saved as souvenirs, As a result, mint-state survivors are very rare, 
though Fine to Very Fine specimens are plentiful. These are mementos of a 
period of rapid change, expansion, & experimentation at the Mint, 
immediately succeeded by decades of Coronet Design stereotypy. We are 
only at the beginning of knowledge about the numerous varieties of this 
series. Unlisted ones almost certainly exist. 

Ever since regular coinage began in 1793, the Mint’s principal output tended 
to consist of one denomination of copper cents, silver half-dollars and gold 
half-eagles. During the institution’s first 50-or-so years, it produced more dies 
for any one of these denominations than for all the remaining denominations 
combined. The problem created by increasing coinage output in the 1820’s & 
’30’s was always to multiply working dies identical in principal devices: 
Stereotypy was wrongly believed a deterrent against counterfeiting. 

This problem became acute after Congress passed the Mint Act of June 28, 
1834, reducing the weight of all gold coins. As soon as it became apparent 
that this bill had a good chance of passage, the [24,568] half eagles with 
motto held in the Mint since manufacture, May 30, went back to the Melter & 
Refiner. Someone, at least one, must have said “...you mean I have to do this 
again...”. Anticipating floods of old-tenor 1795-1834 gold for recoinage, 
Mint Director Samuel Moore ordered Engraver William Kneass to prepare 
new dies in quantity. Instead of following the original congressional 
recommendation to distinguish the new dies by adding AUGUST 1, 1834 to 
the date, Moore ordered Kneass to redesign them omitting the Great Seal’s 
motto E PLURIBUS UNUM. Moore had been trying to phase out this motto 
since 1831. Moore ordered Kneass to improve the designs, omitting the motto 
EPU ‘One made up of manny’, as redundant, & to express nothing more than 
UNITED STATES. The Treasury Department attempted to force its 
restoration, but Moore traveled to Washington, D.C., to justify his action, & 
the new coins remained without the motto. See also quarter eagle 1834-9. 
Partly to save time, partly through personal preference, Kneass always chose 
to adapt older designs, & this time the honor went to John Reich’s “Classic 
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Head" effigy, as seen on half cents 1809-11, 1825-34, & cents 1808-14. The 
eagle was an adaptation of one Reich had put on half eagles in 1807. This 
time nobody fussed about the design’s androgynous quality. See Numisma #1 
& Penny Whimsey. But for one or another reason, Kneass & later Gobrecht 
made at least 8 modifications of it before abandoning it for the “Coronet" 
concept, see next section. 

Many dies needed to be completed in a few weeks so large quantities of gold 
coins could be on hand to pay the first of long lines of depositors on Aug. 1, 
the effective date of the new Mint Act. Each working obv. required no less 
than 17 design elements, 13 stars & date, to be added by hand, plus probably 
80-odd blows from a twin-pellet punch to make the border, over & above the 
head punch. Each rev. was still worse: 22 letters & numeral punch 5, plus the 
border, in addition to the eagle punch. Every die needed hand strengthening, 
basining, & polishing. This experience sufficiently explains why the new 
experiments of this period culminated in a design whose entirety could be 
hubbed except for date & mintmark (1839). 

It has been estimated that over 99% of the original melt of pre-1834 old-tenor 
coins did materialize, & was melted. 1843-43 much of these coins were old- 
tenor. Some was Georgia bullion. Hazards of shipping Southern gold was 
realized & Branch Mints were established in 1838 in Charlotte & Dahlonega, 
see next section. 

See ms. Classic Head Half Eagles 1834-1838 in Bibliography below. 

See Bib. below letter to WB from Craig Sholley Re: master die research. 


Grading 1834-5. 

Grade range, Very Good to Unc.; not collected in low grades. 

Fine: Partial hair detail, ear outlined, headband edges worn, partial wing & 
neck feathers, partial shield details. 

Very Fine: All major hair contours show; over half wing & neck feathers. 
Extremely Fine: Isolated tiny rubbed spots only; partial mint luster. 

Note: Beware specimens with traces of solder removed. Centers often weak. 
See Grading above as to why Breen said Sheldon 1-70 scale is in error. First, 
it did not work for large size copper cents, & was never designed for silver & 
gold. 
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1834 


Concerning the die-pairings, see NB C:170-1, illustrated above. 
See ms. text a few pages above (also ms. in Bibliography below) for variety 
detail descriptions. 


Ill. is no motto proof. Breen 


C-6. 





PLAIN 4 


Plain 4, rev lapped right wing. 








Ill. is no motto, plain 4. Breen I[I-2, 


C-5. 


PCA III 2/14/77:330 $625.00. “... Plain 4. No Motto. Choice About 
Uncirculated-55...” Plate. 


Detailed descriptions B. II-1; B. II-1; B. I-4; B. I-4; B. II-9; B. II-9; B. II-9, 
see WB’s annot. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1483-90 in Bib. below. 
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Breen II-1 described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1910 ‘NM Ist 
head’, —:1911. —:1912 ‘NM 2nd head, Type of 1835’ in Bib. below, 
compares differences in varieties. 


CROSSLET 4 
See illustration above at 1834: B. I-3. 


Ill. is Second head; crosslet 4; smaller 
arrows. Center stroke of 8 thick; smaller 
knobs to 3. Discovered by J.H. Clapp. 
Discovery coin, Clapp, Eliasberg(:401, 
$1,650.00, EF, 1980 ANA:229, $11,500.00 
AU). Elder claimed discovery 3/24/1911, 
Woodin:1406. 








Ill. is no motto, crosslet 4. Breen II-10, C-7. 





Ill. is no motto, plain 4. Breen II-1, C-3. 
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PCA III 2/14/77:331 $325.00. “Crosslet 4. Very 
Fine-25.<. 

NB 100:169-70 right. Die pairings, for complete 
set see top few pages. 


NB 2:10. 

Proofs: First Head. Eliasberg, Breen invitation, 
see below. B. II-1.: [2+] Truncation wide & 
large; large 4; wide date, 4 away from curl, A's 
clear of wing & arrow, leaf away from U. Early =— 
state: Guide lines left of & right of SD., left base ~~ # 
of U (hold coin so that U is upright), between _ 
bases of D S, between bases of F A. 1)S.1.,ex 1 — 
Mint. 2) Clapp, Eliasberg (above?). 3) Norweb. — b Sj ete. 

4) Parmelee:1031, Woodin, Boyd, WGC:381. — ope Ae 
Ill. 1914 ANS, pl. 15. 5) WGC:382, Eliasberg, es fn 7 
NN 49:386, M.A.C. Minor rubbing. 6) J. Kern, bet IS cae Ape) 
"Golden Jubilee”:365. 7) “Melish”:1962, Kagin, he ce 
somewhat impaired. 8) Col. Flanagan:1112, 
Mason Williams:1006, possibly same as one of 

above. 

First Head: Center stroke of 8 thick, large knobs to 3. See ms. text above for 
details. B. II-4. Same head, large 4. Date very closely spaced & high, 8 & 4a 
little low, stars 1 & 13 very close to bust & curl. Rev. A joins arrow. 1) King 
of Siam set. 2) “Melish’:1961 to Kagin. At least two others seen, one 
impaired. 

“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1255 “1834 New type. no Motto. A brilliant proof with 
high edge, full lustre, [...].” $30.00. Plate. 

First Head equivalent: McClosky 1-A, 3-A, 3-B, 3-C, all McC #’s to follow 
are from Breen’s annot. Ency.. Allton:2265, ex Morse, Renz, was one 
counterstamped C. BECHTLER N.C. 22 (=22 carats). 

See CW 10/19/1988, p. 73. 

Second Head; small plain 4. Curl below 8th star more elaborate, see ms. text 
above for more details. Center stroke 8 thin; large knobs to 3. McC 2-B ill. 
Ency p.527, 2nd right. 

First Head equivalent: McC 2-A, 2-B, 2-C, 4-C. 

McC says his 3-A, 3-B, 3-C have thick center 8, 4 d. This is the above First 
Head; large plain 4. 











ow Ee hy yt luv 
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Second Head; crosslet 4, smaller arrows. Center stroke of 8 thick, smaller 
knobs to 3. Discovered by J.H. Clapp. Discovery coin is either Woodin:1406 
(Elder 3/24/1911) or Clapp, Eliasberg:401. Probably the former. 

Equivalent McC 5-D. 


Worn 1834 1/2 Eagle was found in S.S. Central America treasure find with a 
triple punched 4. Which variety is this? 


Remember that the second head, with small narrow truncation, & always with 
small 4, appears on at least 6 varieties including the famous Crosslet 4 as well 
as on 3 varieties of 1835, & that the rev. of the Crosslet 4 coin reappears in 
1835. From this we may conclude that the second head was employed into 
use late, that the small 4 punch followed the breaking of the large 4 (seen on 
dime obverses), & that presumably the large 4 dime obverses must have 
preceded the small 4 obverses on order of manufacture. This argument 
alluded to earlier for placing the large 4 coins first. 

It is very significant that the mint did not have any leftover half-eagles with 
motto for use in the sets for Siam & Muscat. It is unlikely that more than one 
or two sets were made up early 1834 for collectors or other reasons. If sets 
were made they included the quarter eagle & half eagle with motto. 


RitA Mint Letter 1834 Proof Set, below. 
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OC NN 1952 ANA:589 “New type, no motto over eagle. Impaired Proof. 
Mostly brilliant, but unfortunately mishandles.” Sold to Fast $12. See Bib. 


below. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1835 
Concerning the die-pairings, see NB C:107-8, illustrated by WB above. 


Ill. is Unce., & 7 narrow truncation, 
3; 


1835 

Mintage 371,534. Two different head punches were used for the 
coins of this year as well. They correspond to the second head of 
18%4-11 (as in varieties II-5 through II-10) and to the head of 1836 
respectively. There were apparently at least seven varieties, but I 
have usable des®%iptions of only three of these, and the others are 
evidently very rare. One of them, Stickney 680, with unusually large 
letters, has never been seen since the 1907 Stickney sale. Much of the 
large mintage of this year and 1836 came from recoined old-tenor gold, 
some of it from the half-eagles of 1834 which were not released from 
the mint, xthe remainder from deposits of old-tenor gold made by the 
local Banks. At $106.60 per $100, such recoinage was profitable. The 
1835 Mint Director's Report alludes to these recoinages. 

First Head. Narrow, short end to truncation. Small 1 in date. 


1. First star over 3 mm distant from bust, similar to 1834. The 





Ill. Second head. 
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To compare 1835 First Head with Second Head with newer information: B. 
I-10, B-2, “[...]not in original monograph[...].”B-8, see Bib. below, EXIMP 
WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1913-5. 





Rn ne ee 

1 in date is short, less tall than the adjacent 8, leading this to 

sometimes called a small date. Rev. Same as 1834 II-10. Leaf distant 
Middle lea¢g group 8. 

from U./ Judd 91. Hot particularly rare. This was #4, ANS 1914. 

2. Firet star considerably less distant from bust. Short 1 as pre- 
ceding. Rev. Leaf runs into base of U. Proofs are known from this die: 

(1) a Sata Mint Collection; (2) Parmemlee 1047, to Woodin, 
Newcomer;/probably this was the F.C.C.Boyd coin, subsequently in wGc 

385 and "Memorable" 334. I have heard omf still others. There were als0 
business strikes from this dies; cf. lot 390, NN 49% sale. Scarce, not rare. 

3. Obv. as preceding. Rev. Leaves quite distant from U.€ Compare 
"Cicero" 117 and 987. Rare. 

Second Head. EAKEs' thick end to truncation, entirely unlike 1854 IT 
(either head) and far more simiglar to 1836-37 obverses. Tall 1 in date 
with sharp tpeak. 

4. First star quite close to bust. Only the one obverse definitely 
identified from thie head. Rev. Same as last. Cf. lot 391, NN 49 sale, 
And lot 1849 of the Stack Jen. 1958 sale. Very scarce. 

Uncertain whether smtungtugximx®x having First or Second Head afe 
the following three: 

_ $s One leaf mtwmm immediately below U, one immediately left of it 
(xprobably close to it); final A away from agrrow; this reverse not the 
same as variety No. 1. ANS 1914 #9, & 

6. Similar to last, but with final A firmly touktching arrow. ANS 
1914 #3. 

7. Large reverse letters, unlike all other 1835's. Stickney 680. 

Doubtless all three of these are rare. 
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1.: Center stroke 8 thick, “Closed 3” upper knob about touches cusp. McC 3- 
E? 

2.: Center stroke 8 thin; open 3. 

Third head, large date. Center stroke 8 thin, open 3. Proof & business strikes 
these dies. McC ? 2-D? 


Proof: [2+] 3 or 4 known. B-2: 3) 1946 ANA:1285, impaired. Another 
reported, Wayte Raymond knew one more, ca. 1950. The Parmelee:1047, 
Woodin.... set has frosted reverse device & letters. 





NB 100:169-70. 


Equivalent: McC 1- First Head; small date. 


Page 164 of 261 


PCA III 2/14/77:332 $210.00. “Very Fine, many field nicks and edge nick 
over E in AMERICA [piece 1]; and 1836 [Piece 2] Very Fine-25. Variety with 
vertical die break thru date from rim to rim...scratch on cheek...” 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

See WB’s annot. CSNA catalogue below, lot 879 was listed as 1836, acto 
WB: 1835. 


1835 First Head described in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:381 in Bib. 
below. 





ght obtain your opinion regard- 
ns I own, @ quarter 
Classic Head 












thi th e 
other type of head 
one. Agide from th 
p. 71 of your Ea 
described da 


etch). tio 
on theese would be appreciated. 
t you see it. 





Very truly youre, 


ert b. Crim 


Above letter in WB archives; no response/opinion found. 
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GOBRECHT’S TRANSITIONAL HEADS, 1836-38. 
1836. 


Concerning the die-pairings, see NB C:107-8, illustrated above. 


This date is NOT completed 
Without doubt undiscovered varieties exist. 


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<verify 

Ill. is Breen 5. NN 9/1955, acto rev. of photo. 

This has 1 short “Small date” so it is not #5. It is not #1 close 5D, no berry; 
#2 leaf nearest 5 longer than its neighbor, not. #3, not.>>>>>>>>>>>>> 





1836 


Mintage 553,147, @ figure not to be exceeded until 1843, and not 
again until 1647, 1852, 1861 end 1880 (after which we are in common go. 
territory). This large mintage--save for 1834 the largest since the 
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120 
mint began manufacturing en from bullion prmriet originating 


partly in melted-down old tenor gold and partly from French indemnity 
gold, representing a personal triumph for Andrew Jackson. MHThe head 
found on these coins is most like shm 1835 No. 4, and unlike earlier 
hubé in having a Gouble lock at brow. I can identify six varieties, 
but strongly suspect that more exist. Of these only one is really very 
common, and it seems to form the majority of 1836's examined. I have 
not recently enough examined any of the known proofs of 1836 to learn 
which variety they belong to. One is in the Smithsonian; another was 
Parmelee 1054, later owned by H.P.mSmith, and I last saw it or its twin 
in enumbiekwmwm exhibit of proof sets some years ago. festith all 9e¢ 4's, 

Group One. Short 1 in date. "Small date." : 

+. 19" wae Cleese to curl. Rev. Closely epased 5 D./Later, creck 
from rim through E in STATES to eagle's head, shield, leaves and lower 
rim. Compare Melish I8$¥ 1974. Rare. This is wClapp 2. 

2. Similar obverse, perhaps the same die. Perfect and with break 
from rim through 8" star, head, curls, 6 and border. Rev. Closely 
spaced 5 D. Long slender leaves, that nearest the 5 longer than its 
neighbor. Long arrowheads, one touching final A; no berry. TES closely 
spaced. N filled. This is the so-called "large 5D" variety in lot 1238, 
1958 N.Y.Metropolitan sale. Cf. "Cicero" 118, ex lot 38393, NN 49% sale. 
This may also be the die of Melish 18972, described as having high 6, 
close 5D, small crack on cheeks Less rare. 

3. Very closely spaced date. Somewhat similar reverse, with berry 
in branch. Kiiown only from ANS 1914, #3. Doubtless very rare. 

HX Group Two. Tall 1 in date. "Large date." 

4. Rather closely spaced date, the 1 taller than 8 or 3. 13% 
star distant from curl. One denticle above 7% star is too short. Rev. 
Leaves shorter than in foregoing dies. T ES widely spaced. 5 D widely 
spaced. First A barely free of wing; final A distant from arrowhead. 


4) Proofs: 2 known, | in S.L.. 


See Bibliography below for WB’s original ms. concerning 1836-5. 
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PI27 
This is the commonest variety of the date. Tine iba #13 "Cicero" 1193 
lot 1538, 1958 MYC Metropolitan Convention sale, brilliant unc.; Miami- 
F.U.N. 4193; lot 392, NN 49" sale; Melish 1975m,etc. Proofs reported. 

5. Same obverse die as preceding. Rev. Widely spaced 5 Dm, the 
period after D too low (min #4 it is above base are line of 5 D). A 
berry in branch. ANS 1914 #23 "Cicero" 120. Very rare. 

6. Very wkmk widely spaced date. Without and with vertical die 
break from border almost touching r. @side of 8 and running up through 
curls. Rev. Very small 5, wide 5 D, with berry in brench, very small 
arrowheads (smaller even than in #1). I have heard of only three: 
"Cicero® 121; 1958 N.Y¥.Metropolitan sale, lot 1378; 1bt 1851, Stack 
Jan. 30, 1958 sale. Doubtless very rare. 

It is frobable that other varieties exist of this @date even aszx 
of 1834 and 1835. Collectors owning pieces not identifiable by the 
above descriptions are invited to communicate with me. 


ae 


ay MMe 


Collector Circulation (CC) update via WB (died April 28th 12:30 AM, 1993) 
archives: 


Breen B-5 described in Bib. below, WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1916. 
Breen B-4 details in Bib. P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:382-3. 

Breen B-10 as last. 

First Head, small 5. Similar to 1835 Third Head but top ribbon end 
horizontally ribbed; single forelock. Slender arrowheads, small 5. Many of 
this date delivered in 1837. 


Second Head, small wide date, large 5. Wide rounded end to truncation, top 
ribbon end plain, double forelock; 1 shorter than 8, knobs of 3 closer to cusp, 
6 narrow. 


Second Head, large close date, large 5. As last but tall 1, knobs of 3 far apart, 
tall broad 6. Randall, Garrett:369 (1976), $4,500.00.Unc.. 


Third head; shorter talons, large 5. Similar, but truncation less curved, its end 
broader than on first head; curls above LIB differ from both; single forelock. 
Talons shorter, sharper, & less curved; no berry in branch. 2 proofs known: 
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NB 100:169-70. NB 100:171-2. 


Detailed descriptions B.-4; B-5; B-5; B-5; B-7, in Bib. below WB’s annot. 
G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1491-95. 


PCA III 2/14/77:333 $170.00. “[...] Very Fine-35[...].” 
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1837 


Concerning the die-pairings, see NB C:107-8, illustrated above. 





1837 

Mintage 207,121, including many most probably dated 1836. This 
date ig much more seldom seen than 1836 in all grades. Only three 
varieties known, one of them very rare. The lower mintage probably tes- 
tifies to a slackening off in deposite of both old-tenor gold and French 
indemnity gold. 

Group One. Large dates. 

1. noe of 1835, ao Jiilewi, te in large figures, the 1 
sali? snnaSeeny 8) ee 7 eades suri, the whole date in a curve, and widely 
spaced. Rev. First A touches wing, final A free of arrow; with berry 
in branch; medium wide 5 D, very small 5 as in 1836 #6. This is by far 
the commonest variety of the year, but it is not nearly as common as 
1834 II-1, II-4, or 1836 #4. Cf. lot 394, NN 49% sale; kmk Straus 1566; 
"Cicero® 122; lot 1852, Stack sale of Jan. 1958, ete. 

2. Head of 1836, double forelock. Large date as preceding ahd 








1. These are proof dies. 1) Mint, S.I.. McC 1-A. 


B-2 Described in detail in Bib. in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:385 Head 
of 1836, double forelock ‘EF’. Also desc. in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen III 
6/78:1070 LD ‘AU’ in Bib. below. 


This date is incomplete, what var is ill above? WB did not note var. rev. of 
photo. 


See Bibliography below for information on WB’s original ms. 1837-2, 
1837-3. 
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3.: Usually in low grades; only 2 Unc’s. seen by Breen. McC 3-C. 

B-3 described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. ‘Small Date; Head of 1835[...]’ 
9/1974:1917 in Bib. below. 

For detailed descriptions see Bib. below, WB’s annot G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 


11/1975:1496-8. 





NB 100:171-2. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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NB 97:51 $5. 1838 Proof. 


PCA III 2/14/77:334 $325.00. “Extremely Fine-35...” 
K 1/75:414 B-1. —:415 B-1. 





Ill. is 1838 C. Mint mark above date. 





18638 e: 

_ Mintage 286,538. Only two varieties reported for this year, de- 
spite the larger mintages if any others exist, they may safely be called 
very rare. The only proof known to me is in the Omaha City Library, ex 
Byron Reed efstate; I do not know from which dies it was struck. 

1. Compact small 5, broad leaves, heavy claws, large arrowheads, 
TES closely spaced; similar to the die of 18357 #1.Clapp 1} lot 396, 

NW 49% sales "Cicero" 124 end 989; NN 50% sale, lot 842; Ryder-Melish 
1979; lot 1854, Stack ZEEYXX{¥EXEXIE Jen. 1958 sale. The majority of 
specimens reported for this yearm are from these dies. 

2. Open large 3s slender setae te taet my small short arrowheads, 
TES spaced tvery widely./Clapp 2. Cf. lot 397, NN 49% sale; lot 753, 
NN 54% scales "Cicero" 125; lot 1853, Stack Jan. 1958 sale; lot 3883, 
Numisma, March 1956. Rare, probably one quarter as often seen as foregoing. 


1836 ¢ “4 
9 
Mintage 17,1@. This figure is wildly at variante with all previous 
publications, and even it is likely to include some small number of assay — 
coins,x which should properly have been deducted. There were, according 


/*- 
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Concerning the die-pairings, see NB C:107-8, illustrated above. 
B-1 described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1918 in Bib. below. 


1838-C 

Mintage began 3/27/1838. 

Ill.: Note lapped rev., left wing (eagle’s right) 
lower details gone; thin above. 


Charlotte Mint Bullion Journal: CMBJ #1: 
Accounts for only 10,959 + 27 for Assay, to 
Phila. 12,913 [12,906] & DC pshd.(Y): see 1839. 
5/2: 2,625-6A; 5/17: 2,084-4A; 6/29: 1,704-4 A; 
9/10: 4,449-9A; 10/16: 2,024-4A. 

CM Assay numbers: From 2,024 mintage 4 to Assay 10/16. See Bibliography 
below. 

Phila. coins fine edge reeding, C, D coarse. This continues for about 10 years. 
“Slabbing” certainly hinders the authentication of such edged reeding. 
Unknown to Breen in above ms. he later found proof dies were #1. 





B-1: Repunched 5: 5 first punched too high, then corrected; this fades. See 
cracks described ms. below. 


B-2: Do not confuse with B-1. above: ST below A; break, rim through U, 
feathers, shield, right rim near wingtip. “Melish”:1982. Struck before B-1: 
2/19-4/16/1839, before the 1839 dies were shipped from Phila. See CMBJ 
above. See Bib. below for description of die state II in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. 
P.T.A. 9/1974:1974. —: B-2 earlier die state. See also P.T.A. Breen 2 
6/75:389 in Bib. below. 

See WB’s G&SCRSBM in Bibliography below. Mintage dates. 

Usually VF, prohibitively rare Unc.. 

BMM 3/23/48:3731 “[...]Small mint letter C[...].” $12.65. See 1839-C. 

See Smithson bequest below, also 1838-C $2 1/2, 1838 $10.00. 

See Bib. below for ‘C-Mint 1837’ description from ARDM 1913. 
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1838-D 





Ill. is A-U. Usually VF to EF, very rare Unc.. Auction 
82:1938 Unc., $8,250.00. 





Ill. is B1. Heavier impression. 
Annot. bottom of page in blue graphite pencil: 1 D _ 3 & space left; bases 
183 recut. Rev.: No berry, stems thin; U low; first S very close to border. 
Crack tops MERICA,; triangular (right triangle) chip in field below beak. LM. 


For additional information see WB’s original ms. in Bibliography below. 
P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:386 ‘sharp BU’ details in Bib. below; lot 387 also. 


Center of 8 thick. Rep. unchecked dates. McC 1-A. 


HALF EAGLE. Rev. Regular die of 1838-40 with small letters, white metal. 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd, above. 
1838-C numbers struck & dates struck see 1839-C. 


Byron Reed collection, NB 97:51: 1838 $5 Proof. 
Detailed description see Bib. below for WB's G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1501. 
RitA: 20583: $5 “no other coins struck at this Ov.” 


One known with scratch on cheek, damage to lower obv. rim. 
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Pi29 


to official monthly reports and correspondence between the superintendent 
of the Charlotte Branch and the directorim in Philadelphia, 10,959 struck 
in 1838, plus 6,238 struck from 1838 dies in 1839 before the 1839 © dies 
had arrived from Philadelphia, total 17,18. There ware apparently two 
pairs of dies sent and Shh are now identifiable, These dies were not 
defaced until late in 1843, but apparently no later strikings were made 
from them & (i.e. after 1839) because both reverses had broken. 
Preparations began in the site which became the Charlotte Mint 
as early as 1836, and operations began in December 1837, but no gold 
was delimvered until early in 1838. 
Heads on these coins are similar to those in 1838 Philadelphia 
half-eagles; differences are minimal. Mintmark is above date, mostly 
above 83. 


1. Quickly identifiable by some stage of break from rim to tm leas, 
eagle's leg at left, across shield, eagle's neaik and to upper edge of 
wing at right, to border. A specimen was pictured on page 76 of the 
Dec. 2, 1964 Coin World; this one then belonged to one Hank Williams. 

Ody. Sirall ¢ obove 3 and space left, 
A similar piece, uncireulated, was tGaylord 325., I have seen others. 

2. Similar. Break runs mem from rim splitting U, to eagle, shield, 
and rim nefir right wing. ®@eben@reemvcin—vee=pEOburedent-Ostelan? 
‘Wie Cr. geo Melish 1982. Also comes with perfect dies. 


13 @..2 
Mintage reported as 20,583, from two pairs of dies. Coinage 
began in February 1838. Types as preceding. Very small D above 3. 
Variations are minimal. George Govan has, or at least did have, the 
finest uncirculated specimen I ever saw. 
Taxhough dies were sent to New Orleans for gold coinage, none 
ensued in so 133.9. 
bop we 3d pawl Corel rect WY Ne bee; Me tem 5 lari It S 7 bog 
ck PR eM A, whe fll tty bak im 
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NB 100:171-2 right. Die parings. 


NB 43:2 1838-D $5 1/26/38 one pair tested 
chromed Institutional pending. 4/17/38 
[80] $5 one to Patterson (is this in DS vghucal ) 





[20,538]. 

Reworded another document: Only one pair of dies used, 2nd rusted unused. 
Dies from Coiner David H. Mason, brought from Phila. Jan. 26, 1838. First 
delivery [80], April 26, 1838; a specimen went to Mint Director 
R.M.Patterson. 

NB43:3 2 obv. 2 rev. sent 1/4, rec’d 1/26. 





Compare Harry Bass Collection below. Annotation. WB. 
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Smithson’s bequest. 


Find the info. & add it here. 
Add text from Ency p. 527 paragraph 2 here. 


Ency p. 528 bottom: 1838-9 4c partly struck pm. Smithson bequest. See 
Margin p. 548. Margin p. 548 says see p. ($10) 1838 C p. 492. 

Ency p.529 bottom margin: Smithson Bequest arrived 8/29/1838; coined into 
$5.00 at Philadelphia. 

Contact SI for more info, when writing include what I now know. 


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<complete this>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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BMM 3/23/1948. Herein BMM 3/23/48:_. 





Herein cited: “H.R. Lee” S 10/47:_. 
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HALF EAGLES — EAGLES 
2651 1806 Round top 6. Very Fine (85.00) —~ 


652 1807 Bust left. Choice Extremely pine (95.005 S 
2553 1812 Last year of type. Just a shac from Uncireulated (100.00) f\ wre), ) 
2654 1813 Choice Uncirculated. Mint bloom (150.00) : ; 


S 1814 Choice Uncirculated, Scarce type (225.00) 
2656 1830 Large 5D, Choice about uncirculated. Rare (450.00) PLATE — 
2657 1830 New type. Brilliant Uncirculated, Scarce (40.00) iy 
2658 1839-C Mintmark-on-rhess ns 


WB’s KS 4/3-4/59:_. 
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WB’s S Smith 5/55:_. Below & right. 





4000 10v0 MALremely rine . 

1669 1806 Pointed 6. Very Fine” \. 

1670 1807 Turban head left. Very Fine 5S 
1671 i808 Extremely Fine — 

1672 18095 Uncirculated. Choice 

1673 1809: Very Fine F 
1674 1810 Small date. Tall 5. Very Fine\, {L 


79 
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1810 Large date. Large 5. Uncirculated 
1811 About Uncirculated 
1812 Vmeivemtetet Choice al! CW 


1813 Has some pin point nicks on face, Extremely Fine ——— 
1814 nile) —96— 


THE EXCESSIVELY RARE 1815 HALF EAGLE 


1815 One of the outstanding rarities in the United States Gold Series, This 
is one of the Finest ever offered for sale. This was originally the Davis 
Graves Specimen and sold for $3750. AssPeréeeteGenr: Should surpass it 
today. PLATE 

1818 Has been plugged between 8 & 9th Star. Very Fine 


THE EXCEEDINGLY RARE 1819 HALF EAGLE 


1819 Small perfect Stars. Gem with full mint lustre, undoubtedly the Finest 
known. Classed as Rare as the 1815. The Davis Graves specimen, $2400 
was paid. Would not surprise us if it exceeds the 1815 in price. Exceedingly 
Rare. PLATE -. 

14820 Square base 2. Uncireulated—with—Proof like Surface. Choice. PLATE 

1821 Another Uneireutated piece, very rarely seen lacking in most of the 
large collections. There was none in the Davis Graves. Very Rare. PLATE 

1823 Another Uneireulated-@@Mm. Full Stars. Proof Surface. PLATE 

1824 A Perfect Gem, in strike as well as in condition. Uncirculated. Rare. 


PLATE ec WEc F 
1825 over 21. About ho reer Has most of lustre adhering with some 
slight patina around the borders. PLATE  «- anf 4 |v x 


1826 A Choice Gem in Uncirculated condition. Full lustre. Sharp Stars. Very 
Rare. PLATE 


~ THE EXCESSIVELY RARE 1827 HALF EAGLE 


1827 AN UNCIRCULATED GEM from the Colonel Green Collection and sold 
to the King Farouk. This coin should be rated in the 1815 and 1819 class. 
The Davis Graves specimen sold for $2200. Excessively Rare. PLATE 

1828 over 27 Another Outstanding rarity. Also from the Farouk Sale. An 
Uncirculated coin. Excessively Rare. PLATE 


THE EXCEEDINGLY RARE 1829 LARGE DATE HALF EAGLE 


1829 Large date. This is the famous Colonel Green specimen which we sold 
to King Farouk in 1943 and bought by Doctor Smith at the recent auction 
Sale in Cairo. In the Colonel Green Collection there was only this specimen. 
Of the 3 that are known to exist; one is in the Eliasberg Collection (which 
we sold to him), and the other is in the Byron Reed Collection. There is no 
Auction record known to us, and not one has been sold in many many years. 

_ We put this coin in the same category as the 1822, and it is the only one 
available today. Can be called almost Unique. Brilliant Uncirculated and 


, {se « 
Lif UQM-O Flr -Exceedingly Rare. PLATE 
~~ 1692 1830 Variety with the small 5. Choice. ees Fine. PLATE 


1831 Greireulated, has some little fine nicks in face. PLATE 

1832 13 Stars. Brilliant Uncirculated. Very much Underrated. Rare. PLATE 
1833 VeryeBine. PLATE 1y- {| C680 Fok 

1834 New type. No motto. Very Fine : 





1838 Very Fine 


net ~ 


pay 
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WB’s annotated copy CSNA 10/1960 above. 
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NB 81:3. 


Warning: Gilt pieces to improve appearance. 


NB:WBV#17p46 C Mint Assay record 


<<<<<<<confirm the 1838’s are of this type>>>>>>>>>>>. 
If so add this to ToC 
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Walter Breen’s annotated The Standard Catalogue 
of United States Coins From 1616 to the Present 


Day {1957}. 


UNITED STATES GOLD CoINS 











By John Reich, after Persico 


























. 1797 15 stars. Small eagle ._.. 490.00 _ Very Fine ; 
1810 Large date (i 126257 65.00 
1810 Small date, tall 5 ... 70.00 
1810 Small date, small 5 _.... 76.00 9 ‘ 
. 1811 Large 5 }.9¢rgi._. 65.00 
1811 Small 5 J 2 
1812 $3077 a 
1797 an as Small  caele pallies ae 00 
« . ter Ahn 
1813 ssh 
1814 over 43 
se $ 
745° 1798 Small eagie( £91) 5 or 6 known : 
£1798 Large heraldic eagle ..... 62.50 
24798 Same. Rev. 14 stars... 200.00 
yt ee Si 80.00+ : 
1815 (635) .... T or 8 known 
1818) Teepe 890,00! 
t 
( 


s 9 or 10 known 

omni ‘topped 6 244i; “ 1820 Curled 3, “small letters 225.00 

ee nats F 1820 Curled 2, large ie . 250.00 

Haewtad L - 2 ah = .00~ 1820 ours based neon MOOD 
a got 
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1829 Large date 


tae si 
over Faia 


Very Fine 


41518 5 or 6 known 








1829 
1830 
1830 
1831 


By Wm. Kneass 


isnt 

Small one type of 1830. Ex. rare 
.. 250,00 
. 200.00 


Large Naeed 
Small 





Daas 











.. 200,00 


{ 141 } Biexcd ce 





& 


Biko ne 





MR 157487 
1832 Curled 2, 12 stars .. 


1832 Sonare, 2,13 stars 8 or 9 known 













1833 .. 200.00 
1834 Pen 4 200.00 
1834 Crosslet 4 225.00 


New type. No motto 

1834 Plain 4 —..i Cy, elas 16.50 
1834 Crosslet 4 i 

PED Aen 


By C. Gobrecht 

Liberty head with coronet. Smaller wails 
1839 over 8 U43_. au00 
1839 C 22425. 228 Yee 
1839 

, 1840 
1840 
1840 


840 


35700 672, 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


The first issues of these conformed exactly to the specifeations of the Mint 
Act of April 1792, as did their silver counterparts. None bore any mark of 
denomination before 1807. These, like most of the earliest Mint issues, have 
their classical counterpart as far as design is concerned. The verification for this 
has been recently found in an unex quarter. The reverse of the eagle and 
half-eagle of 1795 shows a na‘ istic eagle standing on a palm branch and 
holding a wreath of laurel in his beak; the original of this design is a Roman 
(First vegrei B.C., matching the famous Gemma Augustea) onyx cameo, 
No. 166 in the Vienna Collections, No. 4 in Eichler-Kris’s catalogue of the antique 
cameos in the Kunsthistorisches Museum at Vienna. This shows the eagle standing 
to right, but in attributes and workmanship bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the 1795 die. Later gold dies are less ii tive, simply following the model of 
the silver coins almost exactly. 

Coinage was very limited in the early years for all denominations except 
half-eagles. No eagles were coined between 1805 and 1837 inclusive, apparently 
because of exportation. Quarter-eagles were coined only in small quantities at in- 
5g var intervals, on demand. Even the half-eagles, which for long constituted 
the Mint’s i output along with silver half-dollars and copper cents, belie their 
coinage reco’ in that many dates are extremely rare. The lanation for all 
this is believed to lie in the fact that many millions of dollars in pre-1834 gold 
were returned to the Mint after that time and recoined, being worth more than 
face value. $100 face in old-style gold was worth over $106 in new style gold, 
and unworn specimens in the aggregate would exceed this premium. 

Proof gold coinage ye around 1821, that being with one ‘exception the 
earliest date we The Mint Cabinet contains both the $5 and $2.50 of this 
year in proof, also 1824 and most later dates except 1849-53 inclusive. The 
exception mentioned is the 1804 eagle with plain 4 in date, and otherwise differing 
considerably from the single variety of the regular issue. There are two poe 
in gold of this and about five in silver (AW23); no record of them exists before 
1869, and as early as 1911 the opinion was voiced that these are restrikes. No 
real proofs could have been made before 1817, that being the year in which the 
Mint acquired its hydraulic press and struck off the first proof cents and half- 
dollars, proof gold the majority of issues before 1880 are very rare; some 
issues, such as the 1841 quarter-eagle, 1863 Letras, ty 1883-4 double eagles, 
and the well-known three-dollar pieces, are found only in proof or im 
proof condition. 

The 1848 quarter-eagles with CAL over the eagle are properly Se: apa es 
pieces. The alloy is not that authorized by the Government. The U.S. stan 
since 1837 was es thousand) 900 parts gold, 33 to 50 parts silver, 67 to 50 parts 
copper. The alloy of California gold, and thus of these quarter-e les, is ap- 
ee, 888 parts gold to 108 parts silver to 4 parts of various other metals. 

t is easily distinguishable by its brassy color, The CAL stamped on the quarter- 
eagles was evidently done while each coin was in the die, as Proskey says; the 
letters were put in with a punch, and were stamped in by hand, as their p t 
Poet somewhat on different coins. One or two are reported in brilliant proof 
condition. : 

This is not the only instance of unconventional gold alloys being used by 
the Mint, for experimental purposes. In the early thirties the Director submitted 
to a Congressional committee a half-dozen pieces of the same $2.50 denomina- 
tion, struck in (1) pure gold, (2) 900 gold 100 silver, (8) 900 gold 100 copper. 
(4) 900 gold 33 silver 67 copper, (5) 900 gold 50 silver 50 copper, (6) 900 gold 
67 silver 33 copper. These pieces were marked above the eagle by small punch- 
marks, The idea was for the Congressmen to decide among them and to authorize 
a mixture of silver and copper to be used in the alloy of gold coins to give them 
a good color. This was authorized in Section 8 of the Mint Act of 1837, some 
five years after the experiments took place. 

A similar experimental alloy was used in the 1836 pattern gold dollars by 
Gobrecht. A few of these were struck in gold with silver alloy, and some more 
were made in the standard gold (AW50). Though Archives records are lacking, 
jt would seem that these coins and this denomination were intended for the con- 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


sideration of Congressional committees who were then preparing the Mint 
Act of January 1837, mentioned above. This denomination was the first one 
authorized beyond the original three of the 1792 Mint Act, in any event. Long- 
acre’s designs were accepted, however, instead of the Mint’s using the Gobrecht 
dies which were already at hand. (The Coiner used them to make a three-cent 
silver pattern in 1850.) 


For the various types of heads on the 1849 gold dollars, see under “Notes.” 


The first gold dollars coined in 1873 (both Unc. and Proofs) have an almost 
closed 3 resembling an 8 and they have sometimes been mistakenly sold as 1878’s. 
The Coiner complained to the Director about the closed 3 and subsequent dies 
= a <a conventional open 3. The closed type is about six times as scarce 
as the open 3. 


Many brass counterfeits (and some in other metals) of the gold dollars, 
and quite a number of $2% and $5 in other metals including silver, are found and 
offered as “trial pieces”. Several of these are listed in Adams-Woodin, and bear 
dates between about 1843 and 1861. No alleged trialpiece should be accepted un- 
less in proof condition and unless the die work matches the genuine perfectly. 


The other denomination authorized at the same time as the gold dollar, 
namely the double eagle, has an extremely complicated and interesting history, 
which we can only briefly allude to here. The first dies Longacre made were 
disapproved by the Coiner as being of too high relief; the first trials were made 
Dec. 22, 1849, upon which occasion the dies are said to have broken. Longacre 

, with the help of an unnamed engraver from New York, a second 


eo . set of master dies. The first trials in base metal were taken January 12, 
an 


the first few gold (and one silver) strikes January 26, 1850; the same 
complaint was revived, and these dies (undated) were not used for the authorized 
. beginning in March 1850, but the third set was. By this time Longacre 
was at his wit’s end. peta January, on account of much public reproach 
at not obtaining the double-eagles, Longacre was threatened with the loss of 
his job; C. C. Wright had already been approached for the Engravership and had 
accepted. Longacre retained his post only by rushing to Washington and en- 
listing some political assistance. By 1854 the whole incident ended with the 
Coiner’s dismissal. One mystery is: what happened to the other 1849 double- 
eagles besides the Mint specimen? One was sent to the Seeretary of the 
Treasury, and several were retained by the Director and the Coiner. Moreover, 
the Mint specimen was not from the first die, as it is not in high relief and will 
stack perfectly, which was the complaint against Longacre’s first two attempts: 


they would not. Thus either the Coiner was lying, or the ‘1849’ was made 


in 1850. 


In 1861 a reverse die made by A. C. uet was accepted for regular use on 
the double eagle. Its distinctive feature is tall narrow lettering. The die is found 


on two coins m the Philadelphia mint (and on a few patterns dated 1859-60) . 
and 6n a few S mint examples. The die was found unsuitable after these coins — 


had been struck at Philadelphia and the Director sent orders to the branch mints 
countermanding its use. This order did not reach the San Francisco mint until 
after 19,250 pieces had been struck and released. 


The other new denomination, rivaling the half-eagles of the 1820’s and the 
double-eagles of the 1880’s for the number of rarities, is the three-dollar piece. 
Fifteen proofs of the design later ee were struck in April 1854 for presen- 
tation purposes. All the coins of 1854 and no later ones have small letters in 
DOL . Proofs exist of all years through 1889, and at least two dates (1873 
and 1875) were certainly restruck, accounting for the sizable excess of number 
extant over number originally struck and reported. 


There are, unfortunately, no references at present’ which give much useful 
information, either on die varieties or anything else, for the gold coinages. Adams 
ublished a very incomplete list of die varieties of the eagles and -eagles 
795-1804 in the 1934 Coin Collector’s Journal, but many more varieties than he 
knew of have been recorded. ; 
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NOTES ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 
Where an unusually small coinage occurs we have placed the number in 
brackets after the date. Early dates 1795-1834 are quoted only in very fine con- 
sien. Worn specimens sell for less and really uncirculated pieces bring a great 
eal more. 


Gold Dollars 


@® | 


1849 Type I. Small head, without L on truncation. Open wreath. Coronet 
point midway between two stars. Very rare. 


1849 Type II. Small head, with L on truncation. Open wreath. Head placed 
as last. Scarce. 

1849 Type III. Large head, with L on truncation. Open wreath. Coronet 
point nearer star immediately right of it. Common. 


1849 Type IV. Large head as last. Closed wreath (see below). Common. 
Also known with a reeut Sete: 

1849. Open and closed wreath. The first issues of this year have a wreath 
with branches spread wide. In the latter part of the year the type shows the 
branches lengthened, drawn up to the top close to figure. 

The record of four gold dollars coined at Charlotte in 1854 actually covers 
assay pieces of 1853 discovered to have been lost in transit to Philadelphia for the 
meeting of the Assay Commission in February 1854. 

1855 C, D, O. The 8 in date is very weak and barely shows on any of these 
pieces. The 1855 D is the poorest struck. 

1861 D. The entire issue of this date was struck by the Confederacy from 
United States dies. Unfortunately the account books of the Dahlonega Mint are 
not available so that the amount coined cannot be determined. 


Quarter Eagles 


1806 over 4, 6 over 5. The 1806 over 4 has five stars facing Liberty. The other 
variety has six stars facing. 


1808. The bust on this coin is a copy of that on the Half Eagles, 1807-12. 


1834 Motto over eagle. One of the great rarities. Probably not over a dozen 
are known. 


1841. All known are proofs or impaired proofs. 


1845 O. The 4000 specimens struck were actually coined in January 1846 
before the 1846-dated dies had arrived, and had formerly been included under 
1846 in the mint records. 


Three Dollar Pieces 


1854. The first year of issue has small letters in DOLLAR, 1855 and all 
following years show these letters larger. 

The mint records were formerly thought to be confused on the numbers 
struck of 1873 and 1875. It is a fact that 1873 is far commoner than the mint 


records indicate, and that over 30 specimens exist of 1875, but this has been 
established to be a result of restriking. 


1856 S. Large and small mint mark S$ of which the smaller is much the 
searcest. 


1870 S. Only two specimens were struck. One was put into the cornerstone 
of the new San Francisco Mint building, the other remains in a private collection. 
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Notes ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


Half Eagles 
The many great rarities in this series would make a story by themselves. 


Only a very small number Ge ragree are known of such dates as 1798 small 
eagle, 1815, 1819, 1821, 18: 4, 1827-8-9, 1832. 
1795 Heraldic eagle. This coin is believed to have been an unintentional 


restrike, made in 1797 or 1798. The number of stars above the eagle proves that 
this could not have preceded the admission of Tennessee in June 1796. 
1822. Only three specimens are known of this coin, one being in the U.S. Mint 


collection. 
1825 over 4. The only one yet traced is the brilliant proof in the Eliasberg 


collection. 

1832. Curled 2, 12 stars. Coreen, <t garamarneet The editor knows of only 

five pieces, two of which are In-museums. ° 
- in a Only two reported, only one seen (Col. Green, Farouk). Reverse 
°. b : 

1916. We have seen one or two coins of this date evidently of the Phila- 
delphia mint but are not convinced they are not S mint coins poorly struck so 
that S does not show. 

Eagles 


The demand for the first types 1795 to 1804 continues unabated. Prices 


~ seem well stabilized. We have given a valuation on the dates 1838 to 1854 only 


in very fine condition as uncirculated specimens are rarely met with and those 
of a lesser ie seldom collected. 

1804. Plain 4, proof. See under restrikes. 

1907 St. Gaudens. This design has as interesting varieties as the double 
eagles, the two following really being patterns but generally accepted as part of 
a collection of eagles. Of the variety with periods and rolled edge only 42 were 
struck, while the same variety with sharp wire is said to have been coined 
to the extent of 500 pieces. Two of each were melted during Mint experiments. 

The St. Gaudens type eagle has 46 stars on edge, 1907-1911. From 1912 to 
1933 there are 48 stars. 

The 1988 eagle remains a rare piece, even though several new specimens 
were recently reported discovered. 


Double Eagles 


Twenty Dollar pieces of the 19th century are very unusual in really uncirculated 
condition. These coins were made to use and are usually nicked and scratched by 
robbing against one another in bags. 

1854. Large date as on the silver dollar. Small date as on the cent. . 

1861 Paquet reverse. Two struck (Une., not proof) at Philadelphia, Jan. 5, 
1861, at which time the Director discovered that the reverse die was too wide, 
bi rders too narrow. He immediately countermanded any further use of the 


1861 S. Paquet reverse. There were 19250 of this type struck and released 
before the order from the Philadelphia Mint belatedly reached San Francisco 
forbidding the use of this reverse. These coins are now very rare. That they 
actually circulated is shown from the fact that the first one published (1937) 
came from a hoard in Hull, Texas. : 

1907 St, Gaudens, Roman numerals, The wire edge is not an intentional 
variant, unlike that on the eagles of this date, but instead a result of the collar 


-giving way. 

"the St. Gaudens type produced in 1907 brought forth a number of interesting 
varieties including several patterns. Some of the dates after 1916 are of distinct 
rarity, especially some of the branch mints. All specimens of the 1933 coin have 
finally been returned to the Treasury Department by the U.S. Secret Service on 
the ground that they were not legally released by the mint. 

The St. Gaudens double-eagle has 46 stars on obverse, 1907-1911. From 1912 
to 1933 there are 48 stars on obverse. . 
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UNITED STATES PROOF COINS 


The introduction of this new feature in the catalogue is designed to Pop 

the fact that, like both patterns and commemorative coins, United Sta proofs 

from dies of the regular Gs od constitute a distinctive series entirely’) pa 

from the regular issue for ulation. Proofs, strictly rs speakingsiaze 
‘or 


| 


Seo) hly polished dies on polished planchets latent ere 7} 

oe elt mat (matte) or sandblast proofs were made, foll: the fashion 7s th 
iar by the Paris ered never thong as circulating currency./They were ‘ 
‘polished-up eae of the coi struck since 1817 for presentation to 
prominent o ls or foreign i al since 1858 ait —_ o collectors 


at a premium. Tho legal er, just as are beech y were never 
counted as circulating coinage, and this fact is persia by the 5 Bullion 

Journals and other official accounts of Mint coinage transaction con- i WT by 
temporaneous accounts leave no room for doubt that proofs (at least be i 1862-8) 

were, with the single — of the Gobrecht Dollars, never included re- 

Ronred coinage figures. Neither the gold and silver bullion nor copp 


gured in the records. And after proofs began to be included with regule Lager, med 
in the Director’s Reports in pe sixties, the Coiner’s accounts of proofs were n hw 
kept and submitted separate! ly with the medal accounts, to the autho Sage an te 
practice is known to have hi id at least through 1889, and its continuane 
many years strongly emphasizes the fact that proofs definitely form no gas of | k es, 
regular coinage, but are a separate series altogether. 
* Up to the present time, with very few exceptions, the values attached to A F > 
roof coins have not taken this fact into account. Such values have ordinarily been A 
erived from the la) ess or smallness of the regular coinage for circu area 
whereas strictly coe the rarities of uncirculated and of proof coins of th 
same date and Gasambeaniin are independent, and the prices = ently should > 
be also. Take for example the th ollar goldpieces. Becauds gedly small Lage 


reported coinages, 1873 and 1875-76 bring extremely high dts in Sagi) perils oe 

— — as et ri 1874, sere ripe Tor: more rare - oh un ante a 

ess simply because o larger quan’ ies of coins reported fi in. © fuk 
double eagles in the 1880’s are even more to the point. And ing many other sé Be es 

proofs are twenty to 100 times commoner than uncirculated examples, me HE I 
in the 1870’s and 1880's; for example the three-cent nickels Rad alf dolly i‘ ig 9 oi 
between 1882 and 1887. The survival of mint state Lele is ly a ma a 
of good fortune, whereas proofs were struck in fairly large num! and ng 

turn up frequently—at er prices than the rarely seen uncirculated examples. 

We anticipate that this illogical situation will gradually eee itself when the 

correct tive rarities become known. Ms 


For all these reasons and others, it is expected that i fate future re proats, due to 


their greatly enhanced value, will be to a greater extent colle cera 
ef 


dividual group independent of circulated and uncireulated coins of the same types, + 


we 


just as commemoratives are collected as a series by themselves and not mixed aN 

up with half-dollars of regular issue. This manner of coll becomes more L | 
significant when one realizes that the rarities among a series of proofs are en- ee 
tirely different dates and types than the rarities among the correspon ond 

series of coins struck for circulation, and that many on coined ae a 


do not exist in specimens struck for circulation, or viee versa. In a oe 
proof dimes, for instance, the great rarities would be dates. lik like 1820, Sard ‘Ve 
1838, 1841, 1849—53—all of these far from rare in ordinary condition; while 

dates like 1879-81 are rarely offered in any other condition ih but proof. ye? 


The commonly published statement that proofs were struck only in Phila- enn : 
delphia has a few authentic exc exceptions. The genuine proofs from the branch bat | 
mints are separately tabulated. of them are of extreme rarity. 


Although we have a fairly complete account of the dates and denominations te 
of proofs struck between 1817 and 1854, we = not pricing them in the pdt erred 
catalogue for several reasons. First, most of these (except half-cents oar done 
dollars in the 1840’s) are so rare that sales of any particular items do not occur Apne 
often enough to establish a stable price. Second, the prices they do bring do not by 


obs y ae 
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UNITED STATES PRooF COINS 





adequately reflect the relative rarities in each series, for the same reasons as 
were mentioned before in connection with the three-dollar pieces. Third, there still 
remain some problems connected with restriking in this group. Evidence contin- 
ues to turn up that many dates and denominations of proofs were restruck in the 
1860's, some from the original dies, others from new ones manufactured for the 
occasion, Obviously these belong neither here nor among the regular issues, but 
instead in the section devoted to restrikes. 


eee regent to early proofs, it is true that we find specimens of the silver 


coinage of 1796, and of some other issues of the period, with brilliant prooflike 


surfaces. Nevertheless, proofs in the true sense of the word were not struck until 
1817. Facilities for their manufacture came to the Mint as part of the general 
renovation and improvement of machinery seging Mint fire of 1816, and in 
the next year some cents and half-dollars were struck in pot For the twenty- or 
thirty-odd years following 1817, so far as is known, the Mint struck all or practi- 
cally all its proofs in sets, and these sets were intended for presentation to 
visi politicians and foreign dignitaries, mints or museums, In 1834, for 
example, the State Department ordered two complete sets of the year to be pre- 

ared, put in special caskets and sent to the Imam of Muscat and the King of 

iam; and sporadic similar orders—rarely more than two or three per year— 
followed in subsequent years. The important exceptions to the above statement 
about proof distribution are the handling of the Gobrecht Dollars, which are 
really patterns, and the report that Mickley obtained four proof quarter dollars 
of 1827 from the Mint in that year for face value. 


There is no unequivocal record of the Mint’s having sold sets or individual 
proofs to private collectors before 1858. ce ance were charged face value 
lus $3 for the casket plus eight cents for proofing—this latter charge was even 
evied on the Mint Cabinet for proof sets in the 1860's. Both the first public sale 
of proof sets at a premium ($3 for the silver-minor set, $46 for the set with 
the gold) and the very name of proofs are the work of Col. James Ross Snowden, 
1858. The name and the premium (gradually increased) have continued to the 
present day except for 1917-85 inclusive, 1943-49 inclusive, the only proofs besides 
patterns struck in those years being 1921 dollars (both ), some commemora- 
tives and a few other items. Minor proof sets or individual coins were nowhere 
accounted for in the Archives until the beginning of 1878. The conjecture that 
they had been previously struck to the same number as silver proof sets may be 
very likely correct; but no evidence exists. 


Italicized values are due for a sharp rise or fall; italicized dates were coined 
only in proof; italicized quantities coined are reconstructions. 


The French matte finish, with several minor variations, comes on Lincoln 

ts 1909-16, Buffalo nickels 1913-16, 1916 new t dime, quarter and half, 1908- 

{oy ld. The sandblast finish comes on gold 1912-16 and 1921-22 Peace dollars as 

well as most commemoratives, 1921-36. Other coins have brilliant fields and un- 

polished high surfaces, like the 19th Century proofs. The late proofs since 1936 
are almost uniformly mirrorlike. 
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pPrGe ¥ (Min Arar) Heal Litarom pak 
SURVEY OF AMERICAN COIN HOARDS 


By WALTER H. BREEN, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 


XVI. The Baltimore Gold Hoard. 

In the cellar of the house numbered 132 South Eden St., Baltimore, 
then owned by Mrs. Elizabeth H. French and Miss Mary P. Findley, 
there was found on August 31, 1934 a quantity of American goldpieces. 
The finders were Henry Grob, 15, and Theodore Jones, 16. Initial count 
made at the time of finding showed that the hoard contained between 
eleven and twelve thousands of dollars in face value alone. 

As one might expect, there followed considerable litigation over 
title to the gold. Much of this hinged on the time of burial of the 
coins — all were dated before 1857-—as compared with the time when 
the ancestors of the then owners of the house had gotten title to that 
house. During this time (Sept. 1934-May 1935), despite a court order 
forbidding any sale or redemption of the gold, the relatives of one of 
the boys sold $185 worth of it for face value. Nevertheless, when the 
Second Circuit Court of Baltimore (Eugene O’Dunne, judge) finally 
awarded the entire hoard to the two boys — over the protests of the 
two lady owners, who had wanted to settle by giving them 25% — there 
were, by one newspaper account, 3558 coins with total face value of 
$11,425.50. 
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By Court decision, the coins were auctioned May 2, 1935 in the 
Lord Baltimore Hotel. Perry W. Fuller was auctioneer; Harry O. Levin, 
supervising attorney. The printed catalogue shows that the hoard 
realized $19,558.75 for the 438 lots. Some of these catalogues are still 
extant — those I saw are in Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Library. I give 
a condensed version of the contents: 


Denomination and date Phila. N.O. S.F. Cc. D. 

$20. 1850 92 5 
1851 79 10 
1852 47 2 
1853, 54 27, 12 
1855 6 12 
1856 . 1 1 23 

$10. 1839, 40, 41. 21,1 

1842 L.D. and S.D. 2 1 
1844 1 
1845 1 1 
1846 eh 
1847 13 7 
1848 5 2 
1849 10 L 
1850 6 2 
1851 ° 1 3 
1852 1 
1853 4d 3 
1854 1 1 
1855, 56 7,3 - 

$5. 1934, 35 15, 2 
1836, 37 12, 3 
1838 6 1 
1839, 40 18 
1841 1 
1842 1 
1843 12 5 2 1 
1844 6 6 2 
1845 10 3 
1346 4 4 = 
1847 20 1 1 1 
1848 8 5 £; 
1849 6 1 1 
1850 5 2 
1851 13 
1852 20 5 2 
1853 12 3 
1854 il 1 6 
1855 15 3 1 
1856 3 

$2.50 1834, 36 2, 5 
1839 1 
1843 1 4 1 
1845 2 
1847 1 
1848 , 1 
1850, 51 4,5 
1852, 53 11, 14 
1854, 55 7,3 a. 
1856 4 

$1.00 1849, 50 95, 78 
1851 452 
1852 322 

JANUARY, 1952 19 
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Denomination and date Phila. N.O. SF. Cc D. 


1853 976 

1854-I, II, 1855 215 each 

1856 296 

Various, 1849-56 398 Damaged coins 


The above account is not completely certain, as the catalogue’s list- 
ings of gold dollars contain a few ambiguities. All the coins listed above 
were circulated, most being “very fine.” 


Some of the prices may also be of interest. The single 1856-0 
double eagle, “very fine,” brought $105. (It was the highest-priced item 
in the sale.) The 1849-0 eagle, also “very fine,” brought $45. The 1841 
half eagle, “fine, scratch on date” — $26. The 1847-0 half eagle, “fine — 
$22. Most of the other coins brought less than double face. 


By all reasonable criteria, this sale should have ended the affair, 
and the result should have been merely fhe enrichment of two under- 
privileged boys. However, it didn’t quite turn out that way. In the very 
same month that the auction took Place, the two boys got together 
again, and after one told the other that he was “feeling lucky,” they 
went and searched agajn in that same cellar which had yielded them 
the original hoard — and dug up between eight and ten thousand dollars 
more of the same kind of material, after hundreds of other people with 
shovels had found nothing. 


This second hoard likewise became the object of more lawsuits, and 
again was awarded to the two boys on the assumption that it was part 
of the original treasure. And while the litigation was going on, a similar 
clandestine sale took place, this time of $2500 worth (face value) for 
$3005 to one Yale Merrill and his brother — around September 1935. 
The appeals were finally decided at the end of 1937, upholding the 
lower court decisions in favor of the two boys. No auction of the second 
hoard took place, however, and its composition is not definitely known, 
though it was presumably similar to that of the first. 


This hoard unfortunately did the two boys little good, if we may 
judge by their later histories. Both are now dead, the Grob boy having 


died in 1937. By 1936 the other one had already been sentenced to #he—~” 


reform school. The only mementoes of the whole episode are the coins, 
many of which are still owned by local collectors. 


Several other accounts exist of coin finds in Maryland between 
1924 and 1939, but in no other case is the composition or any other 
definite information known. Contemporary newspaper accounts are 
mostly romantic rhapsodies on buried treasure in general, revealing 
their authors’ ignorance of the facts about the hoards at hand. 


Sources: 
1. Perry W. Fuller — Auction catalogue of May 2, 1935. 


2. Newspaper clipping file “Treasure Trove,” passim, in Enoch Pratt Library's 
Maryland Room. 
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5489 -t- 
8185-0 

$505 -t- 

501A Breen II-t, 


$5014 Breen II-1. 
€S00A Breen 11-1. 


5014 Breen II-1, 
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Bass Variety Description 
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1/1818C wi, ui date, 1819 om, jeced. Star 13 barely under edge of lagest lover curl, BEV. That of 1818 
1/18180 if ide’ date, bi ‘net y I, iced, Star 13 barely under edge of lagest lover curl, SEV. That of 1818 


taney Wi, oie Troncation earkedly curved. fas bag oe eer carl curl, bop oe crack, REV 


{{a)A(a) Mae Belted A sr ion ia curved, vat 4, eae under atl. eye ~ cheek crack, REV, 
; dd _ 


Lig se 
A(D)A(D) ul Fda it mi. fom aartedly" carved. Fut 4, centered under curl. Ko eye - cheet crack, Lightly 


Widdle . Three long —s 


sae Slender fronds. Guide lines: 5 - leaves, jams ~ fae wing, 


Hitcee rev, ined h Theat droop. Three long, slender arrowheads, Guide lines: 0 - wing, wing - 
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18 W. ‘Date close. Belted & REV, That o IEEE 
ti z Iie close Belted. (Tato a 
Nad over 7. REV, That of 1826 8. Very il period after 0. : > 
H a : in ie en heavy, el 
th on set Shes “OBY. Type I. lar sluicht. Large dite 8 is symetrical. REV. é 
tt Pani bet ten eit Vac Sn 1h dae! I trical, REY. Snail lett 
-0- G all date. & is symmetrical, REY. Snai ers. 
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-(- af 
-t- - < 
i es a iS 
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CH O/R Year/KM = Breené Green Var. Bass Variety Description Pose 9 
$0 103 GSOIA Green [I-1.  1(¢)Alc) OEY. ede Truncation ee curved, Fat 4, centeree uncer curl. Cracks: eye - cheet, hair - top 


22 


Wow 


feo Bs an Japped. REV, Hidde ma Greop, Three long, slender arrowheads, Mo guide lines. 
th 6 - 184 G5O1A Breen II-1,  1{¢)A(c) tte é ui cts wl bio ty aan imei der curl. Cracks: 
- jreen [1-1, ¢ ae curr , centered under curl, Cracks: ¢ 
ri ny ue + ig fat Ae 2 Three long, slender rs Be No suide hg 
1 0 teu §502A Breen IT-88.  3(c)ALd) Pian Techie’ igi aire le 4, uty fron curl and 2 dit left of being 
centered git curl. agile — 1s lappee le jes droop. Three long, slender 
Et ead ield, Sracks: ah tips - 


= 
~ 


184 §502A Breen [1-8.  4(c)ACd) eit mirice 4 frame on er aw. weet avay fron aa and a bit left of being 
certel iron under curl, LEripiac pee ty Hopes it. Woéle Uae droop. Three icng, slender 
arrowheads, Lappec. Clashing rensant in shielo, Cracks: witg ti 


1 3 0 18 65028 Breen I1-.  4(b)B(a) OB. Syrnetrical 8, Truseat on ae curved, remy x ai touel i cr. Crack: fége - hair 
ted aie tad. FEV, Middle leaves droop. arate ad long, slender. Period distent fron 0. 
: NITED. Berry reenant between top and niddle 
ow GR eM $5028 Breen I1-§.  4(b)Bfa) ines jyenetr i alt traces Hatha curved. Het tir touch bes alte Creck: Edge - hair 
betveth stirs and 7. Ri leaves droop. Aopars owhead long, slender, Period distant fran ty 
¥ Crack: MITEO. A Til, Ba and middle leaf pairs 


= 
” 
o 


1844 GSOTA Breen 1-3. 1(c}B(d) —_OBY. oan . Truncation marked bas ut centered tier curl. Cracks: eye - cheek, hair - top 
- is a pe iddle Ihelags sf sep. dle teed pa long, slender, Perine tistatt from 
1844 6502 Breen E1-3.  4(b)B(e) BY. Syanetrical 2, Tata sig at. ieee aa cri and a bit left of aie 
se. under carl. & tei9 REV. Middle leaves droop, ar jon, 
ender. Period distant fro D Lapped. at ue HB, Berry remnant between anal eat 


1844 $502 Breen [1-9,  3(d)B(c) bin Syanet rical 8, arenes slightly curved. Slender 4, avay from curl and a bit left of iit 
cestered under curl, & triple putched. Light]y lapped. REV. Middle leaves droop. 1 a pel 
slender, Period distant from 0, Lépped. Crack: edge - NITED. Berry remnant between top and middle leaf 


a 8k ie $502 Sreen E1-9. — 3(b)B(c) ba Syanetrical 2, Trencation slightly curved. Slender 4, avai Ha) curl and a bit left of of being 
certered uncer cari. ¢ triple punched. Lightly lapped. REV. Middle leaves droop. Top arrovhead long, 
slender. Period titistt ye lapped. Crack: uae NITED, fl rennant between top and picdle leaf- 


184 $5018 Breen II-4. — 2(a}t{a) Bh Belted 8. drucaticn i) Veter Fit close to ceri, and dit left of berng centered uncer 
ail, # low relate es ch vithin ezr, REV. Middle leaves curve up. 109 


f bi of A. (EDD repuached to straighten or eerrect 
inter ey run a nett inl a 


a 10 0 184 G501B Green [T-4.  2(d)C(b) OBY. Belted 8. dpa ‘erie 4, HI 038 to curl, and mt Li af rd pea jets under 
curl. 8 low re Derg punch within ear. Cracks: ween ¥. 
Kiedle Teaves be en iad nd Be i Sleaier. An Arrownead toaches rs serif of A. ‘De 
rae to straighten or correct etter, 0 ched. Squat period (repunched?). . 
a Re SS01B Breen 11-4.  2(d)C(d) Belted &. Trutcation agrked! rts Fat 4 close to curl, and bit ielt af being centered under 
curl, & low relative to. 1 aed 3, Die center punch vithie exr. Cracks: edges to stars $ thru 6. REV. 
Wiedle leaves curve up, Top arrovtend 10 Tong, 5] ae Arrowhead touches i petit a 3 
iil to straighten or correct letter. D of 5) repurched. Squat he (reponched 
Belted 4 Truncation markedly curved, Fat 4, castes vader curl. Cracks: eye - ‘ eek, hair - top 
tbon end, edge - Re Contiauing ti Una ead te nein to edge detween ¢ of cate and star 13. 
Ua lapped REV, Middle leaves curve up. Top arrowhead long, slender. Arrovne ate right, 
rif of i Ae noe to straighten or correct letter. Repunching of O of $0 no longer visible. 
ts pate eat ah stiches wing tips - tine, TED, Lapped. 
87 02 RB 183t S501 Breen If-2.  1(b)CLe) tees "Wrecet ls kecly curved, Fat 4 cecered ier curl. Cracks: eye - cheek, hair ~ top 
Hae ty ae oe betvean and star 1}. Ughtiy | et, BEY, Middle leaves curve ep. Top 
weal oa, se slender. Arrowhead touches right Ser’ (E)D repunched, Squat periog. Crack: left 
iH i 
4. wait yr caton slightly curved. Slender 4, avay fron curl and a bit left of being 
Niort under Ma 4 triple [oe No crack aye - cheek. REV. Middle leaves curve up. Top 
arrowhead long, slender. Ar i ps po i at. (ED repunched to straightes or reared 
vata. Sai Fi sat Crack: left bit 


a7 15 R 1838 402K Breen II-9. — 3(a)t{c) Sypretrs 4, Trueatinn she @ bite Met: t LH Mi sl and a bit left of being 
ete te y i. trols jal ten oe ate aye - cheek. ® odie leaves curve up. Top 
rt ae Veit of A. (END aa to straighter or correct 
i ter, ha tne: left wing ti l 


1-0 1838 €803 Breen E1-10, S/1835A(4) O8V. Cross hi RL te, delted 8. Irgusat ist Fshigetiy curved, 4 near) i centered under curl. REV. 
ae Teaves curve ip, Sters do aot. join foot. Smal] arrouheacs. Arrowhe Ss quite part from A. 
oe ri vithin shield, Die first used for 1835 4 4-4, 
1834 $503 Breen [1-10.  $/1835A(d) rosslet 4, Large date, hee Truncation s}ightly curved, ¢ nearly certered der curl. REV. 
- hale eaves Curve Up. Stees co not join foot. Snali areas: Arn is quite apart from A. 
taste, evident within shield. Die first ased for 1835 A 34-4, Li 
89 61-0 1835 $504 Breen 1. T(a)Afa) —OBV. ‘First head. Snail Atte, hints pe lemscttion slight} curved. Shy tert left ie being 
centered onder a. REV. Middle isa ree up. Stens do mot join foot. Sea rowheads 
que apert fron A. Ho clashiag" ident vin shield. Die use prior to use for HE ats tifaselat 
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o 


WiviOlL I 


Lis 


81 12-0 te3e S501 Breen If-2.  t{e)e(d) 
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1835 


1835 
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Grp CB O/R Year/HM = Breen? Breen Var. 
e9 2 R 1895 


6504 Breen 1. 
6505 Breen. 
6505 Breen. 


6505 Breen 2. 


6500 Breen 1. 
ss ath 1. 
$504 Breen 1, 
6504 Breen 2. 
$504 Breen 7. 
$804 Breen 2. 


(504 Breen 2. 


6504 Breen 6. 
65068 Breen 2. 


(507 Breen 2. 
6507 Breen 2, 


6508 Breen 2. 


Bass Variety Description 


A(a)a(a) mJ ik teal. fal ite, pu bperical 8 Truncation slightly aM. Uglies lett left ‘ ss 
oy igh up, Sters Fifteen 
aie ron hk. "sp chshtay ef Mt within ahtelds DYe ead Hy oz ies site) terest 


ee a peta Spall date. Belted 8. Truncation markedly curved. § zat left of being centered 
de ba ie relative to Lit with ae ined peak. Die center iy Held a hat dnt of : 


<< 
= 
z 
_ 


iddle leaf 
foe ri ae th, at period. tracks Taft ut 
somata ca melee a, Jinan ties nai pal genio io alge rit ; diet tp 
’ ve to 8, ithin ear, Li F 
FEY, ht ‘tie y ap yee se tay nie eat peir curves 4 H 
ins foot. Seton rea tes serif of A. 0 ie fin 
2(c)18aa(e) a heaahe head. sm) bein Ited 8." Truncation na nn anes é ny i At a a cerned 


tel av pole i att gms] 
13 That if eh, tinted AFTER ase of cit or is is ie at free Ls it py Up. MI 
Bis To. 8 a as top ee ee heads ¢ es r of rt trae: Bisects 
1(D)Al it, Fi fi it i 1 1 ri i Lightly lef 
(bd) ACD) a bine tt sua ier te aia tt on * ay are, ‘$3 RY bigot deity . 


le leav . 
fon alte a a A. Clashin evident niin tell. Lapped. Mite we set 
ier to bets 1834 (Cross : be : > I) 


1(D)A(b) iW, First need, am ate ied Fala neat lightly curved. 5 slightly left of bern: 
re TC oe te 
¢ apart fron A, Clashing evider in shield, e use 
Pen eae roma set a: " : : ss k if) 
A(cjA(c) 


First rth IRE Syrretrical 8. Tr neation Jightly curved. § siight loth bate 

Pat ig ea 7 ne ihe curve Op me f ‘cin "Toot, 

sl roy ives st ai ate stiashag evident vith shield. ae ie used 
rove for’ 1836 $0(¢) (Gross 


1(4) 183¢ACe a Faust head, Sel Sue § Lat 8, Truncation slight] Petia slightly left of wing 
: : rec uncer curl, Clashing Peed La Lappes. R BA That of 1244°Se, Miedle ee ae Aen 
AT foot, Thee long, slencer arrowheads. Arrowheads ra igart ‘reels Clash 


at within shiel 
‘igo fit jen, ll duit. america. | lrmati on sl ght ly carveds Slightly we nee ) 


emt Tre ia, slenéer arias raat quite apart froe A, Clashing remnant . 
i First head, {fat Spmacrial Light . 5 slight ly left of bat .) 
Ay An uncer nl a WP beads ta ‘" tia i That oft Hy Thal H ie cree tome, “hens 
de not not sis foot, ne jog slercer sienaats. vivant ‘aia apart freak Clashing reenant . 
evident within shiglc. Lapped. 


Noe cee ne ¢ ae a § Yn edd ty : ea iat Bi hy ft Re feat 


f curves up, Strong stens Al ie 
up na) Bi Mile ‘ahi, $2al] date. $ Barer Truncation slight ies § Pilg eras, ‘a 
¥ 


rl, tala 20, Heav 
itty x He fe if pi Lares ae mines ie joins feat.” Botton Sate Sri serif of A. 


t a. tracts 
‘3/18340[e) Fa rd tess, larg Lae ire. retrial f 1 fs tall, blunted peak, fet at on 
Trencation slightly rained. 5 centered under eeul REV, That of 1834 20, iar leaped. Wanye] 
tn, rade Veet pair CHIVES up. Aig ins foot. Botton errowhead touches right serif of A 
a eath Crack: left By ae oe 
A{a)ate) st head, (arge date ynnetr ie al 8. Tall 1, blunted ig Truncation slightly curved. ae 
ear with nerrow dust end - as last iy 1835. Fat § » bit Aye of mite Soll user curl, 
ea r tnear, Teo horizontal ridges ¥ within top ribbon en ee ett r- 
REV. Subse etl sed for 2h, then vib it 835 oby. Nt AY crack toniddle fat pair, 
el mi me ries uA Teaf pair curves ap, toward U. Ail stews join foot. Snail $, . 
far frow 0. 0 repanche 
{(b)A(b) ORV, First heac, La dite, t trical B I ret) ae ph Truncetion slightly curved, Oni 
obve! CD nirTDR ee as last $, bit ABs ld centered =! tn. 
A “ae mnie ane 
or 


ies iddle a lr Sg Stam rae} pe Ob leat 

sten, Widdle leaf ite curves up, touura| vy. Al fe oe tt 1S, fi 

Q(b)ACb) —-OBY, Second head. date. Syrmetr’ Hos 8, au nae fp ne Trusedtien si a toendet 2 

raat ee mit 6, Orland et curl, ots HA ater ir. edge - 
at thre T gt ore tis) - head - shield corer - 

Ht Mate. ak! bails ant ust for ti uu, ta with $835 obv. 2 (doth with crack » 

Ht ) pest widdle at mins $ ie Jotns top leaf stem. Middle leaf pair carves up, tovard U. 

JV sters join foot, Snell #, far from 0, D repunched clockwise at top. 
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Breen? Green Var. 


6504 Breen 2, 


5 
: 


2 
o 
g 
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SHU2fEHTEEE82 


SAO ee ee ee ree 


+ 
aa 


= 
= 
= 
Fy 


6514 


6555 Breen 2, 


6511 Breen ?. 
6511 Breen 2. 
6511 Breen 2, 
6516 Breen 1. 


4516 Breen 1. 


6518 Breen 1. 
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Bass Variety Description Page 11 
dab O8Y. Second head. Large dete. Symmetrical 8, Tell 1, blunted Truncation slightly carved. Rounced 
yA) a ioe end. Fat €, centered under curl. Cester punch in wr 13 close xt Crack: edge - 
ve “curl ean aie ba ee sau . REV, E(S) = ~ shielé comer ~ 


tht a right i; for 24, Ly with sista obv. 2 (both vith creck 
st middie lea! Ei ie trek Vr joits ne ie sien A “ey leaf pair curves op, toward ¥, 
| stens join fo ; 
2(c)18940(1) OBV, Se od gig dite, iret. Te it arr? peak, Truncation slightly wlbef oe 
truncation end. iat centered under curl. it ach in ear, Star 13 close to nair. Crack: edge - 
trot tf of Fon - "att thre T - hair - star 8 - edge, Lapped, REY. That of 1836 20 iis" ised vith 


and 2), 
2(6)183¢0(j) ok Se he Large dete, Srmitrieal 8 Tell 1, blunted peak. Truncation stints carves. — 
Ay centered under curl. Center punch in ear. Star 13 close to na ach: 
wat tit ~ ral thet hair - star 8 - edge. Lapped, REY, That of 1836 % “(alse ised’ ‘ith 
vers 
2(e)18440(k) ai § a te: Large dete, Symmetrical &. Tell 1, blunted peak. Truncation siemly _— an 
Mi Fat entered under curl, Cecter punch in ear. Star 13 close to natr, tri 
; ae a iat : feiriton Ye hair - star 8 - edge. Lepped, REV. hat of ine uv (also ial ith 


2(F)18340(k) a pas ae Large dite, Symmetrical 4. Tell 1, blunted peak. Truncation slightly Carnes ga 
Ure on end. she 6, centered under curl, Center ich in ear, Star 13 close to hair. Crack: edge - 
hair th nu T - hair ~ star 8 - Lapped, REV, That of 1836 20 (also ria with 


i niddle leaf 


it of 6 - cor 
i is pd 1 and 2). 

Bla 
3 wH. 
4a 08Y, 
4(d}e BY, 
Hoje sy. 
S{ad(b) 08. 
S{ajdia Oey, 
5(D)B(b OY, 
i! Bib Lf 

¢ m 
Hie Oy. 
-t- By. 
+ O8V. 
-- Oey. 
tf 


1-1837(0 nch in ger, Belted as, 3 a dit high relative to ts, Last # mot entirely under he 
us) ur ‘artes fe 0 top of 1, REV. Eagle device th tof 4 be tgedche gl fight wing done ute late, 


Sa Heli e dt broken steaned berry, ull double purched $. Large arrowheads, A(M) Louches 


1-1837(¢) oN “center mah in re Belted ds. 3 2 bit high relative to és, Last & mot entirely under curl. 
Sharp pited to top of 1. REV. Excle device tnet of 1837 and bog right wing bone quite alte 


Lanes, lapel Stoner broken’ stenned berry. Smal) doeble punched 5. Large arrowheeds, wenes 
¥ 
8 ORV Ve center an it ear, Belted és, 3 2 dit Lf Ht te eh Last 8 alaost eal rely aie Lede al. 


Shallow pitch te top of 1. REY, dene slight i roe io ta 
Globular stenned berry. Large e 5, "itt oo at from vi 

1(d)A(b) «ORY. Center punch in ear, Sjnmetrical és, wait “Wint sark er 1 3, Capped, REV, forme! 5. oak 
daniel. renoving berry, A(M) apart from wing, rt ‘faut fron U, sters gisconterted fro foot, 

Wa)ala) 08 ark C over 3. lapped, REY. formal 5, 


Center punch he ear, Symmetrical és. Tail 1, 

stenless derry, 4(K) apart_fri ai Leaves es ii fr gis A stens mn te tate Tae 
1(D)A(d) = OBY, Center punch in ear. S cal és eee: Lepped. REY, formal 5 nein 

ee reneving berry. Ag arte om cn leaves distat fron J, sters re ed frog foot 
1(b)8(2) Tenter punch in ear, Syreetrical Qs. Tail 1, Mint mark ¢ over 4. | edly 
meer lewer, le knob rein ate §'s left woualit, Buk ait ieee ae ne 
Ha J close to left curve of connected to it by 2 lunp of « Stens nected 
ook ate a gt entire le is punched noe fais set ie S. Die then aienily 
{one me re —— repunched with a larger set of punches. Remnants of nost characters remain above 
ina 


A(c)B(b) a ste Seat ear. Sysnetrical &s. Tall 1. Mint ack ¢ over 3. harledly 
f loer, bt knod Lis Fe filitg £4 5 itis vay i Mn all ty tes ving, One 
ie at close to left curve conne t Liat Stens disconnected 
‘cot he eat ly entire legend first punched usin ne aah 5. He thes bervily 
repunched with a larger set of puncl i pened its Sof fost bao resin et 
final Thea. ata) crack: edge - jet ip - foot - minted - neck - above left ¥ ecge. Hea 
at sany design features, noreally in "shallow relief, now absent - notably i aagie's Le i 


A(a)A Ss, 183 iched higher, Snall 0 centered high over 3. Double forelock. REV. ST repunched 
wo ag Ly tops of ketch, ee . ‘ 
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Ever since the ‘beginning of regular aioe in 1793, mmthe Mint's 
principal output consisted of three denominations, one to each metal: 
cents, half dollars and half eagle, More — were gmm required for 


‘each of atiése denominations than eér\atl the Fest pat. -together. The 
é 1820'S" mms and 30's was 


4 


————— 
ern py 


“x 


i 


. 


problem with increasing aapeee' output in t 
diveys Ro mihtspiy working dies identical 
j Sa se hal being thought tm a principal deterrent to counterfeiting. 


=_ 






ipal devices--such 


ts }——} 
o be ~ The problem became acute after passage ‘of the Mint Act of June 28, 


B ~ 

? 1834. As soon as_it became apparent that “the bill had a good chance of 

qi passage, wim 24,568 half eagles with mot toxgmma(struckp on May 30) were 

t prevented from leaving the Mint and were sent back to be remehtdd pending 
Anticipating floods of "old tenor" coins for recoinage, ~ 

-. the Act's going into effect August 1. /Mint Director Samuel Moore ordered 


> Engraver witktam Kneass to prepare a large quantity of new dies, omitting 
tc ‘the ye g Ss, as always, pr ferred.t to adapt older designs, and | 
7a foe he leppras the old John Reich  telassic Head" portrait, earlier 

Chen of 1808-14 and half cents 1609- 11, 1825mi@ 0-34; bine: eagle was 
q a Bae ver: on of the one Reifth h * cal ‘the, gold coins begin- 
\ ning in 1807, though without P these ‘PLURTBUS UNUM ienich Moore had been 
| trying to phase-out ever since sil. 
a “a 


yr? 


} ‘ 


q 


The flood of demposits of oi goia coins with motto materialized, 
augmented by wre discovered in, Oi EN intip ef onratay Uaiees 
shipments Eton 2. | variety of other sources, and in the next couple of years 
also by large quancities of French coins--part of an, -indemnity paix by_, ants 
the "Citizen King 3 for some now-forgotten incident, , tepresenting a triumph 
for President a Jackson. Coinages of the: mew ‘type with motto. far) Le 
‘exceeded-a Ly Previous i#sues--exceeding the mint’ Ss wildest “expectations. 

ia Nevertheless, a state examples of this deaggn are very ‘Tare, especially 
fee ese sgt. as the coins went into circulation to stay, 
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WB: Early United States Half Eagles 1795-1838 
original ms. Continues through 1899-S. 


new NEW VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES GOLD 3 
by Walter Breen 


4 


When I first attempted to list die varieties of gold, I thought 
the subject would be pure caviar, interesting at most a dozen or fifit- 
teen readers, and stimulating little or no additional research even on 
their part. The results have been far otherwise. A surprising amount 
of correspondence has come my way from collectors interested in the 
various series (half eagles most of 911), including descriptions of 
new varieties and new die states owned by them, and mexamination of 
some extremely rare coins has followed. The present study is an at- 
tempt to bring up to date the material now in print on the four lower 
denominations of gold. (Page references to follow, and all die variety 
numberings, allude to the four monographe in print: Major Varieties 
of U.8.Gold Dollars, Varieties of U.S.cuarter Eagles, Mejor Varieties 
of the U.8.2nree Gold Pieces, and Eerly United 8 Bagles 
1795-1838, vecsfamteastion Series, 1964-66.) Leta 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, Leo A. Young, Lester Merkin, Stanley Kesselman, 
Marvin Taichert, Stephen Christy, and Harry Bass is greatly appre- 
ciated and gratefully acknowledged. Other collectors who have helpéd 
out in smaller measure are too numerous to mention here, but I thank 


them one and all. 


207 Bust left. My number 5-D is A~8*; Adams lists also a number 
9* having the same obv. and @ rev. with leaf farther from U, lower arrow 
beyond C, crack from rim to scroll passing through middle of E in STATES.’ 
None seen. 7 
1813. The other variety claimed by Woot and Adams has been located. 


In value 5 is plainly recut; first S much nearer wing; claws more curved 
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than usual, that at farthest right extending into feathers; first § 
wh@lly above EF, wereas on the usually seen variety first S ie partly 
right of B, A cleeh mark has distorted UM. (Thanks, Harry Bess) 

1814/13. This is very rarely seen with plain overdate; usually only 
faint trace of one corner of 3 shows. Rev. Faint crack through MER, 
which elec Bhowe on the latest 1815's, 

1820, Fre. Norweb reports & specimen muling my obv. 1 and rev. c. 
It ie doubtless exceedingly rare. . 

1820 SM te Agams 3*; 3-C ie Adams 6#; 4-D ts A-2; 4-E te A-1*, 
Adams describes es number 5* what would be obv. 5 with rev. D in 
my notation, and refers to Jewett 869. I have wk not head opportunity to 

check this. 

Adams describes as number 7* what would be obv. 3 with rev. E in 
ny notation, citing H.O&.Granberg as then owner. Not verified. 

Adems describes as number S* a new variety of type HI: first star 
closer to bust thar on any other squere base 2 dies curl above space 
between 2 and 0; rev. “small 5D. § of STATES overhangs S of PLURIBUS." 
This probably means S above S$ and space to right. Fot illustreted. 

1821. 1-A wm is A-2*; "Sivek 6" star points left of first fold of 


- 


VN YYrLIVIT WU IVIL 


cap.” 
1827 3—A igs Aw1*: "6" star potilie directly at first fold of Caper 
1822, Adame claims that one Wiatt (nowhere else namec) owned 2 4th. 


as 


1823. Obv. description should read "First estar nearly touches bust, 
almost as close...” and "On heavy strikes, 8" star pra dically touches — 
both cap and border.” ig ‘ 

1825. Obv. 2 should readm in addition: Poot of digit shows at bottom 
re of 5; 3rd, 10° and 12th stare recut. — 

1852 Bwelve Sars. The 5th example came originally from Stickney 674, 
holed between 7° and 9S” stars; distant period. 5” . 

1834 Motto, I=1 ie 4-24"; I-B is A=2*; A-1* 18 supposedly obv. 1 with 
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W.Breen RitA typed version mintage figures 
1838-1900. 
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Research In The Archives Gold Coinage Revisions 


By Date. By Walter Breen (Cont.) WB’s copy. 


RESEARCH IN THE ARCHIVES 
GOLD COINAGE REVISIONS BY DATES 


By WALTER BREEN 
CONTINUED 


Philadelphia 


For brevity I omit the quarterly 
figures, but the figures presented are 
valid and all are based on the (some- 
times weekly) reports in the Bullion 
Journals. The totals in American State 
Papers—Finance contain typographical 
érrors. Another source of confusion pre- 
viously has been the fact that Director's 
Reports in 1796-7 were ordered by Con- 
gress prematurely. The 1796 report was 
delivered Nov. 29 and consequently a 
delivery of 854 eagles, 2797 half-eagles 
and 897 quarter eagles was included by 
error in the 1797 report although all 
these were made in 1796 to be exact, be- 
tween Dec. 8 and Dec. 22. This is cor- 
rected here. 


$10 “$5 $214 
1I9F 22795. 8707 
1796 6934 6196 963 (both types) 
1797 8323 3609 §=859 
1798 7974 24867 614 


N. B. First coinage of 1798 half-eagles 
Jan. 4, 691 pieces—were these the small 
eagle type? I believe that a study of early 


November-December, 1951 


gold die varieties would prove that the 
1795 heraldic $5.00 were made in 1798. 
1799 17483 7451 480 Dec. 28 

All other published figures confirmed 
though no explanation appears for the 
unknowns (1801 $5, 1802 $10, 1803 
$2.50). The latter were not carryovers. 
1807. There is no reasonable evidence 
for or against Snowden’s division of the 
$5: 33496 Type I 

50597 Type II 

1808-14. No problems. 
1815. 635 Nov. 13 plus 3 for assay. 


The Coiner had $3661.33 in gold fit for 
coining 12/31/15; no more coined be- 
cause of the Mint fire which made ex- 
tensive repairs necessary to the rolling 
apparatus. 

1818-33. No questions. Figures ob- 
tained (as above) confirm published. 
1834. Motto $5—74709, $2!4—4000 
Coinage stopped May 30 anticipating the 
reduction in weight. The Act of 6/28 
became effective on August 1, 1834. 


123 
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Snowden doubts that the $2.50 were 
ever issued. No Motto $5—685028, 
$214—112234. : 

In 1835-6 approximately $2 million 
of gold of former ratio was recoined; 
far smaller amounts thereafter. The 


difficulty here is in assigning a 
delivery of August 19 (56097). The 


<— 


= 


IHS 
om 5 = 


1858. The 2521 eagles did not include 


any subsequent 
account of the suspension of specie pay- 
ments and the consequent hoarding of 
what precious metals were available dur- 
ing the Civil War. 

~ Later notes on gold coin will be found 
among proof coin notes. : 


The Coin Collector's Journal 


=X | 
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GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE REVISION 
SOUTHERN BRANCH MINTS 


New Orleans 

The records for the first two or three 
years are somewhat confused and in- 
complete for several causes, One of them 
is that investigation which occupied the 
greater part of 1839 in the N.O. Mint 
and resulted in the replacement of the 
Superintendent and Treasurer (respec- 
tively David Bradford and Edm. Forstall) 
by J. M. Kennedy and Horace Cammack. 
This first treasurer (Forstall) seems to 
have been the tool of his clerk, incom- 
petent to do more than sign the papers 
Shocat ie Trot of lan iy bl ee. 
The latter did an unknown amount of 
figure juggling and embezzling. Another 
reason was the death of the Coiner and 
the Melter and Refiner during the in- 
vestigation. These officers might have 
otherwise cleared up much of the con- 
fusion. A third reason is the absence of 
regular monthly reports, the responsi- 
bility jointly of the Treasurer and Super- 
intendent. A fourth is the omission of 
some figures from the that were 
sent in. A fifth is the use of dies of the 
previous year in the current year, though 
this was against the “advice” of the di- 
rector, My reconstruction of the 1838-39 
NO. eee er for the dis- 
puted tions, and is based on 
all extant material of relevance. 

Half-Dollars Dimes Half Dimes 

1838 ? 489,064 115,000 
1839 162,976 1,121,672 1,016,550 
Dimes 


The first 30, struck May 7-8, 1838 
were not included in later Mint reports. 
Ten were put in the cornerstone of the 
New American Theatre in New Orleans, 
laid the same time; one was sent to the 
Director at Philadelphia (was this. the 
specimen now in the Mint Cabinet?) and 
the rest were distributed among the Mint 
officials and workmen in New Orleans. 


Coinage immediately stopped because the 
dime press required extensive readjust- 
108 
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presently 
(402,434 dimes) pod erg 


the Di- 
rector in 1887 having gone back to the 
pre-investigation reports made by the in- 
competent treasurer is also 
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dated 1838 were made in 1839—see be- 
low. 
Half-dimes 

None were reserved for assay in 1838 
~-highly irregular. It is certain that some 
were struck late in that year, however, 
because a letter of the Superintenden 
David Bradford, of January 4, 1839 re- 
fers to the fact that all but one pair of 
the half-dimes dies of 1838 were worn 
out, The 1839 dies of dime and half- 
dime denomination were forwarded Jan- 
uary 30, 1839. The exact date of arrival 


Big 


was 18 to 19 days. Previous to then were 
struck: 


Dimes _Half-Dimes 
Delivered Jan. 16 3,600 70,000 
Delivered Jan. 31 118,000 10,000 


My reconstruction includes these figures 


plus the 35,000 of the November 1838 


The Coin Collector's Journal 
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ing presses, and’on the recommendation 
of A. L. Snowden (Phila. Coiner since 


leans all from dies of the U.S. The rea- 
son why the number of gold dollars of 


112 


it is suspected that they are being 


impressions 
formerly circulated as facts. One of the 
most frequent errors was the inclusion 
in coins Released of pieces actyally ‘re. 
served for assay. This error comes from 
a defective bookkeeping procedure which 
credited Gold Coinage, not Coiner’s ac- 
count of Gold with pieces reserved for 
assay. This procedure was apparently 
corrected after 1843. 


$5.00 
10959 


$2Y2 
7880 
In all cases 
not includin., 
assay 
23425 18140 
1970 
Struck by Marth 9 
12822 
17022 


Regular type. 
In and after April. 
The explanation for the above: ; 
There was a letter from the Director 
to the Superintendent of the Charlotte 
Mint, Feb. 6, 1840, enclosing quarter- 
eagle dies and saying. “In the half-eagle 


dies sent to you on the 24th ult. your 
Coiner will notice that the border. is 


The Coin Collector’s Journal” 


1839 
1840 
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more 
Coinage 
$10 $5 
8500 9000 
$5 
8500 9000 60000 


$10 


722250 11500 34920 994000 age reports. No silver dollars 
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No Motto: 120000 
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U.S. THREE-DOLLAR GOLD PIECES/HALF EAGLES 


1472 


1473 


1474 


1475 


1476 


1477 


1478 


1479 


1480 
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T 


PL 


1888. B-2, UNITED double. Brilliant, frosty, choice 
Unc., a couple of tiny spots in r. obv. field and r. 
rev. dentilated border, probably in the strip from 
which this planchet was cut, and therefore not to be 
considered as a defect inflicted after striking. 
(Photo) 


FIVE DOLLAR GOLD 


1799. High VF to EF in sharpness with shallowly 
granular surfaces. 
Loop removed and a small V-shaped picce taken from edge in the 
process. 


1800. Loop removed, and slightly w: . sh: 
of VF, slightly granular appearance due to buffeting 
from wear as a pendant. 


1800. Breen |-B (R-4). Extremely Fine, much mint 
lustre, granular surfaces, plain small nick left of 
lower part of cap, other bag marks too minute to 
require description. Finer than the Gilhousen coin, 
or than Breen I (1974) lot 141 at $1000. (Photo) 
Rev. 6th star (below F) plainly recut, 


RARE VARIETY 


1802/1. B. 2-F (nearly R-7), Obv. Ex. Fine, lustrous, 
franular, with light bag marks; rev. AU and bril- 
Nant, with full breast feathers, with many adjust- 
ment marks, mostly near borders. Two light 
touchstone marks at edge above 7th and 8th stars. 
Almost identical in quality with Breen I 142 (except 
for different location of adjustment marks), and Gi 
son 110 at $1,700, but there are very few auction 
records of this variety for obvious reasons. Possibly 
Beck 343 at $2,100. (Photo) 


High date (2 touches bust), | left of ceater of 2; broken bases of 
Prev eneme dic as 1803 rev.-C after first cracks but before regrind~ 
ing. 


1803/2. B. 1-C (R-4). Extremely Fine, oby. not as 
sharp as rev,, much mint lustre on both sides. Light 
rev, adjustment marks; usual uneven strike. Equal to 
lot 351, Merkin Nov. 1965 sale, Ruby I 1143 (at 
$1,900) and Beck 350 at $2100, but finer than most 
others offered from these dies in recent years. 
(Photo) 

Crack Yhrough middle of TED. 


1809/8. Only the one variety; Brilliant AU; light ad- 
Justment marks on most of rev. borders, above aver- 
uge strike. Small cluster of marks in left obv. 

ield. Well above average for this date, which gen- 
rally comes VP. (Photo) 


Light cracks at base of date and left stars, overdate still fairly 
plain, double rev. clash marks 


1812. B. |-B (R-2). Wide 5 D. Brilliant Unc., free of 
noticeable bag marks, few light adjustment marks on 
upper rev. border. As fine as any offered in some 
years ex for the Chapman, Beck, Breen I 360 
example, oto) 


1812. B. 1-B, wide 5 D. Lustrous About Une., rev. 
than oby., not as well struck up in centers 
as elsewhere; light adjustment marks on wings and 
part of shield, shallow field mark before lower | 
exactly as on the Chapman-Beck—Breen II 
piece and from the same picce of foreign matter 
adhering to the die. Few minute seat handlin, 
marks on either side. Distinctly finer than Breen 
363. Identical twin of Ruby I 179SA. (Photo) 


1812. B. 1-B, Wide 5 D. A third. Obtained as ‘‘Ch. 
AU," this is somewhat better than Ex. Fine, lustr- 
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ous, with numerous light rev. adjustment marks. 
Fewer bag marks than usual; couple of tiny nm nicks 
on either side. Very similar overall to lot 509, Grea- 
ter NY sale. (Photo) 


1820. Square based 2, large letters. B. 2-B (almost or 
quite R-6). S! ess of Ex. Fine, bold, attractive 
despite several plain rim and edge nicks; slight edge 
damage at very top, though no trace of solder. NO 


ce) SPECIMEN FROM THESE DIES AU- 
CTIONED IN SOME YEARS; “more difficult to 
find than quite a few others rated as R6,"” as we said 
when we catalogued this as lot 542, Suburban 
Washington sale. Earlier, ex Golden I 1968. 
(Photo) 





Last star firmly touches curl; base of E above T-S; middle lines of 
most stripes weak. 


CLASSIC HEAD TYPE 


1834. Plain 4. First head (large wide truncation). B. 
Il-1. VF plus, rev, more like EF, some lustre. 
Curved date, rather widely spaced. Rev. A's clear of wing and 
arrow. 


1834. Another B. Il-1. Very Fine, 
of minor bag marks. 


1834. Plain 4. First head. B. Il-4. Sharpness of Ex- 
tremely Fine with traces of prooflike surface. Rev, 
rim nicked opposite | of AMERICA. Quite a nice 
appearing coin overall. 

Closely spaced date, 8 4 low; A joins arrow; cracks at third 
through sixth stars, 

1834. Another B. Il-4. Very Fine with traces of lustre, 
No outstanding nicks, scratches or bruises. 


1834. Second head. B, [-9. Very Fine, quite a bit of 
lustre, a couple of oby. pin scratches and light rim 
damage. 

Triple cut four, Rev. arrow joins A. 


1834. Anothr B. II-9. Very Fine, traces of lustre. A few 


uny nicks on rev. rim, no other outstanding handling 
marks. 


1834. A third B. H-9. Fine/Very Fine, expected minor 
handling marks. 


normal compliment 


1835. B. Il. Very Fine, normal compliment of handling 
marks for this grade. 
Rev. leaf runs into base of U 


1836. B-4. Good/VG, rev. sharpest, normal light 
handling marks. 


Date with tall 1 and rather closely |. Rev. first A in 
AMERICA barely free of wing, final A from arrowhead. 


1836. B-S. Extremely Fine and semi-prooflike ¢: 
cially obverse, only minor, unimportant handling 
marks. A lovely specimen of this very rare variety.” 
te ou a 5. te 

1836. Another B-5. Very Fine, some traces of lustre, 


usual wear on obv. high points, and a few faint rim 
nicks. 


1836. A third B-5. Fine, no outstanding handling marks _ 


just the uniform even wear of the grade. 


1836. B-7 (R-7). Lustrous About Unc., minute bag 
marks, not too sharply struck up on some curls; 
finest scen of this variety to date, considerably better 
than Breen I 156 (VF). Obtained as—would you 
believe **Choice Une." (Photo) 

Small wide date, short 1; rev. B-S, the die later reappearing as 
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CAPPED DRAPED BUST, LIBERTY FACING LEFT 
ROUND CAP-SMALLER EAGLE-VALUE 5-D. 
USED FOR FIRST TIME 1807-1812 
Diameter 25 mm; Reeded edge 
1902 1807. B. 5—D, the rev. of 1808. Brilliant AU, minute bag 


marks, well struck; one plain scratch in cap, another 
in curls. About equal to Miles 340. (Photo) ($2,200.-up) 
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1-B, the variety not in the original monograph, 
lot 149, our Walter Breen sale; identifiable by 
beeinad 
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1908 1825/21. B. 2-A. 


of this ‘The date 
come into it’s own; this one is bound to go well into 
five figures. (Photo) ($10,000.-up) 


1910 mgt ry Motto. First head; wide rounded bust, large 
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1913 


1914 


1915 


1916 


1917 


1918 


1834. No Motto. Same dies as last, similar die state, Ex- 
tremely Fine, somewhat lustrous, with a hint of proof 
like gloss. Surfaces rather clean and attractive, far 
above average. ($600,-750.) 


1834, No Motto. Second Head, Type of 1835, narrow end 
of bust, small plain 4. Breen II-9 (triple-cut 4, reverse 
of B. 1-6, recut S's), Extremely Fine, all details very 
sharp and clear, save for curl above and left of ear, 
otherwise this would almost demand a grade nearer to 
Almost Uncirculated, Highly lustrous surfaces, display— 
ing mint bloom within and around the devices. A very 
attractive and impressive coin for either a date or Type 
collector. ($550.-750.) 


1835. First head: Narrow, short end of truncation. Small 
1 in date. Rev. Same dic as 1834 Breen II-10, Icaf 
distant from U. Breen-1 (Low Rarity-3). 

Fine, somewhat lustrous and prooflike. not too boldly 
i on some curls and stars, and on eagle’s wing 
feathers. Far above average. ($450.-575.) 


1835. First head as last; small 1 in date. Rev. leaf touches 
base of U, B-2 (Rarity-4), Extremely Fine, though 


above. Surfaces granular from microscopic, 
though rather extensive signs of handling. Scarce. 
($400,-525,) 


1835. Second head, similar to 1936-7; tall 1 in date. Not 
in the original monograph, but could be called B-8; 
obv. B-4, rev. the dic of 1836 B-2; N filled, arrow 
touches A; cracks from rim through wingtip and 
through bases of ATES (the rev. of 1835 B-6, des- 
cribed in our Walter Breen sale last March). Ex. Fine, 
traces of lustre, scattered light bag marks. Very rare, 
high R-6, possibly borderline R-7. (Photo) ($450.-600.) 


1836. Large date, tall 1. B-S. Rev. same dic later used for 
1838 B-1; die of “Cicero” 120. Fine, some detuils of | 
VF sharpness, others weaker; many minute to light bag 

marks. Very rare, probably high R-6. — ($225.-275.) 


1837. Small Date; Head of 1835. B-3 (high Rarity-6). 
Extremely Fine or thereabouts, the generous splashes 
of mint lustre suggestive of a higher grade, but weakly 
struck in center. Identifiable by a short scratch at 
mouth, but no other really visible impairments; really 
quite attractive. Unlisted die crack through tops of 
AME to rim over R. Very rare variety, rarcst of the 
year, prohibitively difficult to find choice; most speci— 
mens are well worn. Comparable to the example in our 
"Walter Breen” sale last March. An important Type 
coin! : ($350.-450.) 





1838. B-1. Compact small 5, broad leaves, heavy claws, 
Fine, 


7 
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$5 CHARLOTTE GOLD 


1974 1838-C, B-2. Small C mintmark above the date. Very 
Fine, the rev. somewhat lustrous, though obv. cleaned. 
State II: die lapped removing berry from between rev. 
leaves. The first Charlotte Mint half eagle; only 17,179 
struck. 7 ($1,200.-1,500.) 


1975 1838-C. Same dies as last, B—2, earlier state: with berry. 
par Nearly Very Fine, some areas sharper, others weaker, 
the surfaces peppered with its full quota of minute bag 
marks. ($1,505.-1,300.) 


2026 1838-D. Classic Head. Only the one variety; rather late 


die state, the recuttings at date and ST still visible, 
but with the clash marks from beak below Ms. Libery’s 
jaw, and the cracks at AMERICA. Partly brilliant 
borderline AU, excellent sharp strike, but with some 
minute handling marks including a couple of rim 
nicks on either side, the traces of old cleaning in upper 
rev. field. Very far above average for this rare and 
elusive issue, and quite possibly in the Condition Cen- 
sus; finest we have handled, though at least one is re— 
ported in mint state, and a couple others are border— 
line, such at that in the “Winter” sale at $2,500. The 
present piece is the twin of that in the R. L. Miles 
collecion, and finer than most others offered in the last 
ten years. Ex George Walton coll. lot 2142. (Photo) 

($3,000.—up) 
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U.S. HALF EAGLES = 


348 


Bell 11 582 and Beck 366, finer than many others 

in recent years. Ex F.C.C. Boyd, WGC 
345, finally Stack’s June Sale (June 1973), lot 
1099. (Photo) 


Date 1 807; * * leaf at C. Rim break over T of 
UNITED at noes Of Che later bee, 


1807. Large date and stars. B. 4-C (R-5S). Obv. AU or 
better, weakly struck on a granularly defective 
Seana ees weak areas are mostly at profile and 

forelock. Rev. Brilliant Unc., choice, free of visible 
handling marks, frosty, though weakly struck in cen- 
tral areas, revealing many adjustment marks. Overall 
can be graded as Borderline Unc, Excellent match 
for WGC 349; no equal one auctioned in many 
years. Rare, seldom offered in any grade. (Photo) 
Double cur I 0. 


CAPPED DRAPED BUST, LIBERTY FACING LEFT 


351 


352 


ROUND CAP—SMALLER EAGLE—1807-1812 
GEM 1807 


1807. Bust left. B. 5-D. (R-2) Brilliant Unc., lovely 
surfaces really justifying the grade of **Gem 
Une.” with which this came. Purplish toning on part 
of cap; tiny spot between wing tip and A (in the nae 
from which the sprip was rolled out to make this 
planchet). One of the best of these we have seen; 
suitable for a perfectionist type collector. In a class 
with the **Rio Rancho"’ coin at $2,400. (Photo) 
Rev. U close to leaf. (On the other und much rarer dic, $-E. U is 
much farther from leaf, D close to wing, ES high, base of M below 
E, and a crack develops from E(S) down to eagles bead.) 


1807. B. S-D. Another, this one also brilliant, sharply 
struck and evidently never in circulation, but with 
one faint old sci on cap, another in curls, rev. 
handling marks, and several tiny rim nicks. Ex lot 
1902, our 1974 GENA sale, where hastily graded 
“Brilliant AU"*, changing hands at least twice since 
then, the last time re, “BU PL" (though the 
surface is not prooflike). (Photo) 


1808/7. B 2-A. (R-4) Obv. slightly short of AU, rev. 
well above that level. Lustrous, oby. with minor 
handling marks, rey. virtually free of them. Finer 
than Bell Il 584, called **Nearly Unc.,”’ or most 
others offered in recent years. ito) 

Close overdate, 7 within 8. perfect dies. 


1808. Normal date. B. 4-A (R-6). Marked ‘‘AU”’ this 
brilliant coin is of about that level but shows small 
plain rim dent above head, several tiny digs near F, 
and other more minor handling marks. Sharper than 
Bell Il 585, called **Nearly Unc.,"’ and overall 
rather similar to that in our 1974 GENA sale at 
$1,850. Not many high grade ones are around, and 
for unknown reasons many of them are nicked up. 
(Photo) 


Closely and evenly spaced date, rev. as following—S D close 
together, 
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SUPERB AND CHOICE 1808 


1808. Similar, but 5 D widely spaced. B. 4-B. (R-2) 


rilliant frosty sharp Unc., rey. especially lovely 
and for all practical perpcees free of handling marks, 
bag marks, ete., obv. with one very light pin scratch. 
Though this is often ¢: seen in lower grades, it 
is hard to find it’s 3 the present coin is finer 
than Beck 374-5 or that in our Washington D.C. 
sale—or most others recently auctioned. Another for 
perfectionist type or date collectors. (Photo) 


RARE AND CHOICE OVERDATE 





354 1809/8. Full sharpness of Unc., lustrous and with 


fewer handling marks than usual. but something has 
been removed from above cagle’s head with 
skill. It is almost indistinguishable. Ex. lot 1152, Dr. 
Ruby coll., part [1l: (Photo) 


Same dies as following. later state with more rust, but § still visible 
within 9 (it later becomes faint). 


1809/8, Better than AU, brilliant, with very minor 


signs of handling, on rims and in fields, including a 
minute pin scratch before face. Much better than the 
Bell Il, or Watson coins, among many others. 


Only the one varvety; intermediate state, obv. rusted though not as 
Severely so as on mext bot; & still discersible within lower part of 9. 


CHOICE 1810 


356 1810. Large date, large 5. B. 1-A (R-2) Between AU 
and borde re fete. 


rline Unc., a little nearer the latter; 
brilliant, choice for the grade, free of handling 
marks or of bag marks above the microscopic fevel, 
excellent surfaces; adjustment marks in central obv., 
as made; probably destined to be resold as ‘‘BU"’. 
‘The edge marks above S O are from light application 


to a touchstone, a common practice in those days - 


when gold coins were valued by weight rather than 
by stated denomination. An unusually beautiful ex- 
ample for its grade. (Photo) 


1810. Another. Large date and 5, same dies, Ex. Fine, 


even wear and very little of that, some lustre, excel- 
lent smooth surfaces, almost free of bag marks or 
handling marks. (Photo) 
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1812. Close ‘5 D.”? B. 1-A. (R-4, 
frosty 
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RARE 1810 SMALL DATE 


1810, Small date, tall 5. B. 3-D Ex. Fine, much mint 


lustre, many light handling marks, one plain shallow 
rim dent on cil side. mely rare, somewhat 
finer than Gilhousen 348, one of five or six scen to 
Froese peed dal 


(Not ia original monogea 12th ntar cocut, without the cracks 
that come on the last “imprcscn Obv 2 and with cracks 


SeurhiCan cranes of 3ed to sib ete, Rev. 
reese Ue tii Tail 3 of Gilhogsen 348 ‘sas (Re 


CHOICE 1812 
UNPUBLISHED DIE STATE 





Unc., well struck See pie 
2266). only the most minimal signs of handling. This 
was cvidently displayed reverse up for decades in a 
velvet display tray, as there arc two minutely rubbed 
ints on oby., mentioned only for the sake of per- 
nists; this is SU tight not a gine bat 
Unc."* nor yet a “*BU light rubbing’ but 
sometnlng very very much tance Very few recent Lape 
records; finer than lot 943, Greater NY Convention 
Sale last May. (Photo) 


A aerecohepartinan baa rcimangermatbemsr dl me See 
patches; evidently struck after the commoner 1-1 . 


CHOICE 1812 





1812. Wide “5 D.*’ B. 1-B. (R-2) Brilliant choice 
shallow 


Unc., a beauty; field mark before 
lower lip, from foreign matter adhering to dic (not a 
defect). One for perfectionists. Ex a Henry 
Chapman sale, lot 68, at $15. (Photo) 
Less oby. rust than ols the t A. 


1812. B. 1-A, wide “5S Ae as last. Brilliant borderline 
Une., well struck, light adjustment marks in scroll 
and central rev.; prreryinee handling marks, the only 
ones worth mention being two short pin scratches in 
left obv. field. One for date collectors. Finer than the 
Gilhousen **Rio Rancho" coin at $2,100. (Photo) 


1812. Another B. 1-A, Better than Extremely Fine, 

toning, lustrous, some details nearer to AU; 

pie CATS Minimal handling marks. One for 
date or type collectors. (Photo) 

This from the later die state with crack from wing to f. border 


1812, Wide **5 D’’ B.1-B, nearer to AU than to EF, 
mint brilliance in fields and around stars and 
letters. Touches of what looks like cabinet friction 
on both sides, Fewer bag marks than usual; ae 
adjustment marks in central Reverse. A beaut 
example of this final year of the design. (Photo) 


3 SE 





CAPPED BUST, LIBERTY FACING LEFT — LARGER ~ 
HEAD 


[PU 


ISE 
SEY MOURWA 


1813-1829 
EXTREMELY RARE 1813 


1813. B. 1-B., Bought as ‘Borderline Unc.,”’ this is 
;, the surfaces are brilliant ‘and virtu- 


difficult to 
ally free o! ‘signs of handling, suggesting any grade 
above choice AU, while some of the highest. points 


are weak enough to suggest yt ees on 
compromise migh t we 
we may be unde: jing the coin and : weak 


difficult Half de: to obtain in an te (the 
most difficult vs ¥ lead Left, 
1829-34). (Photo) 

original i the rev. of 
ie First S more Lecrmmeabeierse vie: Go f 


1813. B. 1-A, rev. of 1814. (R-S) Extremely Fine, bold 


strike, lustrous, with er ee eared and 


completely unimportant 
obv.; cone ight Ne ae cect aneEiaec ae Ga 
Miles, . Ruby Il, and our Washington yy ie 


sale examples, amo! nay § many others; c 

Ullmer 441 (graded Fin Gen ost) 52 000 

; aot less Oby. cracked 
Seana cnretta ee ee 


EXTREMELY RARE 1814/13 OVERDATE 


1814/13. The sclarey lustrous surfaces 


we Tantei Eien Mot Tight ob 

more cc ve 

marks, a couple of inconsequential bag ea 
siderably superior to the jousen coin; for some 
reason, none lately offered in_superior condition. 
Much rarer than the 1813 in all grades. (Photo) 


‘Onl withia 5 
Baba before the heany Clash mans occured. 


RARE AND CHOICE 1814/13 
FINEST OFFERED IN YEARS 





1814/13. Brilliant borderline Unc., Frosty, with rich 
toning, excellent surfaces, handl- 
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eo tro it rub on high 


follo Srking which hoy gegen ; ee ; 
win, ich failed to brin; se 
: details in as ieciaee essian 
is oleae ly befoi 
questioned = San palrae status, and no- 
ae so. No equal speci- 


geo tt 
ee wai au agin 
about Good, with a 
mets This should go to 
that large cent collector w' qyho is trying to amass a set 
‘Non K A curiosity, to say the 
a well known rarity. (Photo) 
bust, STATES O F one word 
SUPERB AND RARE 1818 
““BLUNDERED DIE” 


Tete B. 7S (Higher in the R-6 range.) **Blundered 


D over $0. Brilliant Unc., frosty, sharply 
ees: Virtually free of bag marks or Te ea 
My rg a 
ly 4 or exam wh 
form these dies; worth a sizable premium as a blun- 
dered die, as well as an excellent example of this rare 
date. Ex Col. E.H.R. Green, 1942, pictured over 
the Bas Nee the Flanagan, Bell, Hall, etc., auctions in 
Nothing equal to this offered since 
1963. (Photo) 


TWO EXAMPLES OF THE 
EXCESSIVELY RARE ISSUE OF 1820 





1820. Flat based 2, large letters. B. 2-B. Difficult to 


scat this piece has a gra of mint lustre, elias 


overall suggesting a 
Unc.; highest design el ‘nts not rly bruh 
up, ima details aA of better igen sharp 
Possibl oat be 


ly le compromise 
EF. Light piece before chin, tiny bag mark on 
M, no other nicks or dents worth <— = Well 
above. for this rare and very 
history unknown. Rai Pereiier w 
lot 542 otou Washington, D.C. sale last February, 
faz the coment was made thet 00 others bed 
been auctioned in any grade, and the 
varicly was ras. ““fnere altel difficult 0 to find than quite a few 
others rated as R-6'’. (Photo) 
Last star recut between 7th and 
‘Sth stars. Rev. im STATES Miphs ede to crea ac ae 


—) > 
S 5m 


371 1820. Another B. 2-B. 


Sharpness of VF or better, 
bright, with a “*Sweated’’ look from decades of ser- 
vice as u watch fob or the like; evidence of very 
skillful removal of a ae at top edge, not visible 
from cither side. Ex lot 188, Num ismatic Enter- 
prises’ Gold Sale, Oct. 13, 1965, where laconically 
described as “VF, rare’’. (Photo) 


TWO EXAMPLES OF THE EXCESSIVELY RARE ISSUE 


OF 1823 





372 1823. Only the one Variety. Obtained with the West 


Coast grade of ‘‘BU, rub,” this has some mint 
lustre, some light handling marks including a couple 
of tiny sharp nicks on either side. some details of 
ie full A green weaker; the ocr 

appearance was evidently not 
in circulation for more than a few days. We have 
not been able to trace this piece’s carlier auction 
history if any, though it is similar overall to Beck 
404, Wolfson-Miles 356, WGC 371, and the 
Gilhousen-**Rio Rancho” coin (lot 148) at $7.100, 
No really finer one offered in years. (Photo) 


373 1823. Another, same dics, Marked **VF"", this has rev. 


sharpness well above that level, obv. well below it. 
Uses a glass, ficlds and obv. device show evidence 


of extensive skillful repairs. far more on oby., evi- 
dently for removal of scratches. (Photo) 


THE VERY RARE 1825/21 
1 OF POSSIBLY 20 KNOWN 





374 weet B. ene ~A. (R-6) About Unc., lustrous, with 


- 
= 
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trivial evidence of old cleaning; sharp strike, 
many details of full SS, reverse 
virtually free of handling marks, obv. with very few, 
none really worth mention, though for identification 
purposes, we cite a short pin scratch on jaw before 
car, a shorter one above second star. Earlier auction 
history unknown, but by elimination we believe it to 
be either lot 1688, 1954 ANA Convention Sale, or 
Dunham 2098 (1941)-the catalogues are not available 
for checking. It is actually fincr than the cleaned 
nicked ‘GC 373, Shapero 978 (rim dent over F), 
or the obviously cleaned piece in the 1974 ANA 
Convention Sale, lot 1908, at $9,000! It is bracketed 
in grade with Forrest 211 and the Wolfson-Miles- 
Delp coin. We are still under the impression that 
fewer than 20 specimens survive in all, including 
the two proofs, at least two and possibly as many as 
four with claims to unc. grade, the rest (aside from 
those mentioned above) being of lower grade that the 
present coin. An excellent specimen of one of the 
more difficult dates. (Photo) 


( THE SUPERB AND EXCESSIVELY RARE ISSUE OF 1826 
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1826. B. 1-A. Brilliant Unc., frosty, almost though not 


quite free of handling marks or bag marks; well 
struck ex in central obv. and a few much smaller 
rev. areas, but above average strike even so; minute 
rim nick above R. Much finer than Beck 405 (which 
had initials removed from rey. fields), Miles 248, or 
the cleaned 1974 GENA piece at $12,000, EQUAL 
TO THE 1967 N-KREISBERG COIN 
REAPPEARING AS NIEWOEHNER 559 AT 
$30,000. Earlicr auction history unknown, though 
this is possibly trom Oct. 1972 **Quality Sales’’ 
par & One for perfectionist type collectors. 
) : 


SMALLER CAPPED HEAD LEFT, 1829-34 





1831. Small D, rev. of 1830. B-1, (High R-6). Some 


details Ex. Finé, others nearer to VF; lustrous 
surfaces with rich red-orange tone, few bag marks, 
none worth mention except for one small nick left of 
5. Overall grade is EF or at worst a hair's breadth 
short of it. Considerably finer than the 
Dunham-Eliasberg-""H.R.Lec™’ coin in New Nether- 
lands 49th sale, lot 383, or than the Baldenhofer 
specimen; superior to Gilhousen 359, which was 
poorly cleaned; no recent auction records of this 
type. The Wolfson-Miles coin, the Ullmer 
specimen(at $6.500) and the “‘Rio Rancho"’ example 
(also at $6,500, and overall not as fine as that here 
ponding en from the commoner Large D re- 
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CLASSIC HEAD LIBERTY FACING LEFT 
NO MOTTO ON REVERSE 
1834-1838 


RARE 1834 PROOF 


1834. No motto. Plain 4. Sipe t ee see Sie un 
cation), 4. B. U4. This is a Proof 
which reached circulation long enough to acquire 
many nicks, from small to microscopic, on fields, 
devices and rims; it retains the sharpness and about 
50% of the creel blazing proof surfaces. Die of 
Melish 1961, il Leh ae to have been the most 


Closely spaced date, 8 4 low; rev. of II-2, A joins arrow; earliest 
Ide tile anna ak nlemeeaiRSA ticoagules ey 


1834. First Head, Np Breen II-1. Very Fine plus, 
many details to Ex. Fine, ition with usual 
obv. central weakness, as struck. Traces of mint 
lustre. Very light bag marks, fine hairlines visi- 
ble under high magnification. (Photo) 

Curved date, rather widely spaced. Rev. A's clear of wing and 
arrow. 


1834. Another Breen Il-1. A strong Fine or better in 


Sone es ee oem 


1834. Second head. B 11-8 (R-3). Very Fine. Traces of 
lustre. Light bag marks, none of these of noteworthy 
importance. Of interest to variety and type collectors 

ike (the second head is really a distinctive type 
coin), (Photo) 
‘Trple cut 4 (plainest at right top of » the 4 with long base. 
mer: loaf dusteat fous ELA SUA Pingsh came tinea 
arrow head, respectively. 


1835. First Head with narrow, short end to truncation. 
Extremely Fine in sharpness. Microscopic huirlines. 
Rim faintly bruised in region of first star. Nice cen- 
tral details for this type. (Photo) 

Rev. leaf distant from U. middle keaf group droops. 


1836.3 B-4. Brilliant Lustrous About Uncirculated. 
Sharply Pl — teas Adjustment Sedge on ae: 
mm. le of microscopic contact son . 
rim and even smaller scattered hairlines. A handsome 


specimen. (Photo) 


Date with tall 1 and rather closely ; one denticle above 7h 
Star is too short. Rev. first A in ‘A barely free of wing, 
final A distant from arrow head. ~ 


1836. B-4. Another. Extremely Fine, reverse more like 
AU. Considerable mint lustre. Some customary flat- 
tening of obv. details, as struck. A few tiny contact 
marks around rims and only microscopic hairlines. 


1836. date, tall 1. B-10. Some details Ex. Fine, 
1s VF, surfaces with mint lustre and minor bag 
marks peereene a grade between VF and EF. 


Obv. wide! date, similarly : rev. widely 
spaced S Dab Depeckens al ster OnireD, (About 


? 


bbed on oby. with polishing cloth. A couple 
nicks on oby. rim, otherwise nothing more 
than the usual light bag marks. Very scarce, a date 
becoming increasingly difficult to find. (Photo) 
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Letter to WB from Sholley, reply: master die. 


Cen I@ Swocey 


10% Bia Speme hus 
Neue, C4 1724; 


Dae Ne Breas, 


Lad Compestiy Doing Some 
Ce seanect or THE MASTES DIES 
Foe tue FS LieeetTy W/M sates 
AND UWAS oooN NGG 1F Yoo Sees” 
AWARE oF ANY (NFO 1A THs MA. 


OF paetieuLAe mrTEeeesT Wolo BS 
THE WuM&e of NMASTE< D/ES USS 
Foe THE SELIES. My OWA) PREU Madey 
REsHAecet swooOicATeS | AASTSe Dik 
Fee MosT 6< THE /$00s — O7. 
Wovuco Yor Casooe ? 


Om Calley 
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Craig Sholley 
109 Big Spring Ave. 
Newville, PA 17241 


Dear Mr. Smolley: 


It would help if you could be a little more specific about 
the kind of research you are doing into half eagle master dies. 

The number of master dies used for any denomination has not 
been public record. The sequence in earlier US coins: master die, 
working hubs, working dies, struck coins. From a new master die 
several identical hubs would follow over the years as needed. 

Before we can discuss this with all the necessary clarity we 
have to agree on terminology. In the Mint’s earliest years, master 
dies were not in use. The dies of 1792-3 were all hand cut except 
for Liberty Cap cents, which used a device punch by Joseph Wright. 
Beginning in 1794, Robert Scot worked either in intaglio to create 
a device matrix from which a device punch could be raised, or in 
cameo to create the device punch directly on steel. (Which one may 
be undecidable; several successive device punches from a single 
matrix may be indistinguishable.) Certainly John Reich’s device 
punches of 1807 and later in all denominations were raised from 
matrixes, into which LIBERTY had been punched; in practice, each 
working die required hand retouching, including often 
strengthen LI - Contrariwise, incuse mottoes on reverse, in 
all denominations above the cent from 1798 on, must have been 
cut or punched individually into the device punch. 

So far as I know the tally runs as follows. 1795-1807: One 
obv. device punch. One small eagle device punch, followed by 
several heraldic eagle device punches differing in shields. 
1807-12: One obv. and one rev. device punch. We don‘t get to 
master dies (properly so called) in half eagles until about 1840, 
after which the changes become very hard to see. I cannot yet add 
anything.to the account of these in my Encyclopedia. 

I hope this helps. 
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9* having the same obv. and e@ rev. with leaf farther from U, lower arrow 


beyond C, crack from rim to seroll pessing through midéle of E in STATES. 


1813. The other variety claimed by Woodin and Adams has been located. 


In value 5 is plainly recut; first S much netrer wing; claws more curved 


a a Oe, 


than usual, thet et farthest right extending into feathers; first & 
wh@lly above E, tereas on the usuelly seen variety firet S ie partly 
right of * A cleeh mark has distorted UM. (Tpanks, Harry Bass) 

1814/13. This is very rarely seen with plain overdate; usually only 
faint trace of one corner of 3 shows. Rev. Paint crack through MER, 
which &leo shows on the latest 1813's. 

1620. Fre. Norweb reports & specimen muling my obv. 1 and rev. C. 

It is doubtless exceedingly rare. 

1820 Sm te Agome 3*; 3-C ie Adame 6*; 4-D te A-2*; 4-E ts A-19, 

Adems ¢esecribes es number 5* what would be obv. 3 with rev. D in 
uy notation, and refers to Jewett 869. I have s& not hed opportunity to 
check this. 

Adenc éesoribes as number 7* what would be obv. 3 with rev. F in 
wy notation, citing 1.O&.Granberg acs then owner. Not verified. 

Adems describes as number S* a new variety of type HI: first star 
closer to bust thar on any other square base 2 die; curl above space 
between 2 and 0; rev. "small 5D. S of STATES overhangs S of PIURIBUS.* 
This probably means S above © and space to right. Fot illustreted. 

1621. 1-A wm is A-2*; "Siemk 6° star points left of first fold of 
cap." 

1821 3—A is A-1*: "6" star points directly at first fold of cap.” 

1822, Adame claims that one Wiatt (nowhere else named) owned 2 4th. 

1823. Obv. description should read "“Pirst etar nearly touches bust, 
@lmost as close...” and "On heavy strikes, 6" star pra dically touches 
both cap and border.” 

1825. Obv, 2 should readm in ad@ition: Poot of digit shows at bottom 
rv. of 5; 3rd, 10" and 12th stare recut. 

1852 Twelve Syare, The 5th example came orig inaly from Stickney 674, 
holed between 7° and S“ stars; distant period. 

1834 Motto. I-i is A-24"; I-B is A=2*; A-1* 18 supposedly obv. 1 with 
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26 
new reverse with arrow potuting directly to center of A. This has not 
deen verified. The arrow points to v. tip of left foot of A on all 
so far seen. 

1834 I-3, with crossleg 4, does come with a rev. different from 
foregoing; lowest arrow points to left tip of left foot of A, middle 
arrow to left foot of I (on the other rev. it is between IC), firet A 
much farther from wigng, perioé lower than on the other die. Compere 
Grant Pierce 379. 
$894 1654 XI-3 te A~7*; II-B is A=9*; II-9 ie A-5® and thie appears to 
have the reverse die of II-6. Upper two psirs of leaves disconnected 
from claw; léter shows crecks from wingtip to border at r., and through 
STATES, 

1836-5 has the same reverse die that was later used on 1836-1. Close 
Tzs. 

1837-2 develops & small lump or chip in die (rust pit?) vr. of final A 

1837-3 has dete ptm punchee as on quarter eaglee and half dimes. IT 
reeut at left; period ewey from D; crack @ devel ps through tops of AME. 

1838-D, The variations alluded to result from die ee recutting on 
vases of 18 fateé out; iy tae cae Petr ae dies wes actually used; the — 
Second pair, accoréing to RR.W.Julian, was kept in the vault and rusted va 
unused 
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1816 Mint fire; Mickley dies letter. cr) 
rom ener ~ ’s oe i S 2 
TD Denver Mint News Letter February 1994: 1816 MINT FIRE. The mill-house and the adjoining 


brick-house burned down. The mill-house was replaced by a large brick building with a 1OHP steam 
engine in the basement. That powerful engine, purchased in England, drove the rolling presses. 


TD: Mint Watchmen works from 6:00PM-5:00AM will particularly “examine the department of the 
engine and all the rooms where the fire has been on the preceding day.” The rules state if a fire is 
spotted the Watchman required to ring the alarm bell. Inside the mint fire was carefully regulated 
when it was necessary to transport the fire from one part of the Mint to another was done with a dark 
lantern but not an open candle. The Watch-man is required to ring the yard bell every hour on the 
hour and send the watchdog immediately after ringing the bell. 


aR Soe 
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" From pages 2-3 of that manuscript volume I quot» the following; punctuation 

and spelling 

ad as in the original: © 

"In digging out the rubbish from the cellar of the Mint which was 

destroyed in 1815, a small vault was found under the pavement bricked up 
with the exception of a small hole, and in tearing eway the wall a number 
of the dies were found in this inclosure, there were about one bushel, 
they were picked out by workmen and finally sold as old steel to a worker 
in this metal. Sone Hime after their disposition Mr. James [sic] J. 
Mickley hearing of ‘them endeavoured to obtain them, but most of them had 
been worked over, they being of the very best kind of steel, a number of 


them are new in his cabinet, among which is that very scarce number, the 


halfpenny of 1811." 


The account contains minor inaccuracies: Shevgithe-tine  wasMacecye 
fer snost- cE=eGES; ign took place ia JeiMary 1816/°and the excavations followed 
later that year. Mickley's given name was Joseph, not James; and “halfpenny” 
is an obvious misnomer. Nevertheless, I do not doubt the main outlines of the 
story. At the time, he was a boy of 17. The Mint fire did not destroy the Minc 
proper, nor any cellar in it, only am outbuildings intluding the shed where the 
rolling mills and planchet cutters were housed; this is why no gold and silver 
were coined in 1816, and no gold in 1817, 158-60 This event served as an excuse 
for a therough and general housecleaning, rebuilding, and remodeling of buildings 


and machinery. 1378-8 
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ARDM 1913 

p.8 San Francisco Mint new Thadeus W. H. Shanahan succeeds Frank A. Leach 


Superintendent 
whom served between August 1897 and November 1907 becoming Director Of The Mint. Having 
resigned latter position in 1909 was reappointed in 1912 as Superintendent Of The Mint to fill a 


vacancy caused by the death of Edward Sweeney. 
ee ee F. 


Downer held position since September 3, 


Assay Office Charlotte closed June 30 1913. Congress failed to make provisions for support 
beyond that date, such pieces of equipment were valuable for further use were shipped to other 
As for the Charlotte Mint in November 1835 Levi Woodbur [bv check sp] was notified by 


Secretary Of The Treasury Samuel McComb who had been appointed to select site for Charlotte 
Branch, he had purchased from William Carson and F. L. Smith a full share containing near four 
acres of land for $1,500.00. Proposals for erecting of building were advertised for in the Charlotte 
Journal, Washington Globe, Richmond Enquirer and the North Carolina Standard. Contract was 


awarded to Perry Ligon of Raleigh [bv check sp] North Carolina on October 15, 1835, at 
$29,800.00 to be completed by January 1 1837. The cost of machinery, to be furnished by the 


Director Of The Mint at Philadelphia is estimated at $15,000.00. Coleman Sellers & Sons, Phila. 


Furnished the steam engine shaft and etc. for $8,297.00 while Merric, Agnew & Tyler draw 
benches and etc. for $6,690.00 this equipment was shipped to Charlotte in April of 1837. 
Considerable difficulty occurred in transporting the heavy machinery to Charlotte, and the steam 
engine was not set up until the middle of August. John H. Wheeler of North Carolina was 
appointed as the first Superintendent. J. H. Gibbon and John R. Bolton of Pennsylvania were 
appointed Assayer and Coiner respectively. In December of 1837 the Secretary Of The Treasury 
was advised as the deposits of gold had amounted to $130,600.00 and the coinage at $84,165.00. 
The dies for this coinage were made at Phila. Mint and in transporting them the Director of Phila. 
Mint urged Col. Wheeler, the Superintendent to hasten the coinage, and mentioned that although 
the dies were dated 1838, there was no objection to using them in 1837. The reason given for this 
haste was that the equipment might be tested and particularly the operation of the coinage press 
by steam power, which was regarded as in some degrees as experimental. The application of 
steam power to coinage was first made in this country at the Phila. Mint in 1836. 

On the night of July 27 1844, it was nearly destroyed by fire, which occurred in the Coining 
records being stored in the vault, were not injured. Mr. Caldwell the Superintendent reported that 
evidently the fire was the work of a thief. As his living apartments [bv confirm] had been entered 
and articles stolen. 

The present building was authorized by Act of March 3, 1845, and was completed at a cost of 
$31,572.97, and occupied in 1846, and used for coinage purposes until May 1861, when North 


by Act of Congress dated March 19 and was maintained as such until the close of Fiscal Year 


1913. 

The mint at Dahlonega [correct sp] was never reopened after the Civil War. Coinage operations 
were resumed at New Orleans after the Civil War, but were suspended and the coining machinery 
removed in 1910. 
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363 1806 Round top 6. Brilliant rt spk Fit ment mats oe 
fon tao een thud ti et he ps ipa. Fi 
tip o dp of vig od AE _ 


1806 Round top 6. Attractive About as OR ol 


g 


365 1807 pce ng flawless due to some 
sr ieee mics Ce en 
errr 


366 1807 ~~, Brilliant Uncirculated. ted. Nice appearing variety with two unfinished leaves 


367 1807 pn Le ee ea Capea eae wma hed 
center obverse. Recut 1 and 0 in date unmarred. a 


CAPPED DRAPED BUST TO LEFT 1807-1812 





Lot No. 368 


368 1807 Head left (new design). Round cap. Sharp struck in pale orange gold. Brilliant Sa 
Uncirculated. PLATE D 
369 1807 —_ Bust left as al by John Reich. Brilliant Uncirculated. Very sharp 
with 5 ree surfaces. Ex-H. Chapman Cost $11.00! sD -_ 
370 1807 Bust left. Just a shade from the Gem category. Choice Brilliant t Uncirculated. Lovely 
mint bloom. Very scarce this nice. Sharp struck. > ~~ 
371 1807 pound pe 3 ee 
a record bid. as 


372 1808 8 over 7 Brilliant Uncirculated. Attractive pale orange toning. Equal to the finest. —~ 2h 

373 1808 8 over 7 Deep planchet fla star. Die break bisects obverse from second star “2A 
eciniat Soik. tp tol tn Shetle through tenth star. Choice Very Fine. 

374 1808 Normal date. Uncirculated. Sharp strike. Pull mint lustre with hardly any 
handling marks. @ 2 — 





ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL 27 
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1808 Normal date. Wide 5 D. Brilli t Uncirculated. Attractive toning and clean surfaces, 
Very scarce this nice. 4 


1809 9 over 8. Brilliant Uncirculated, Pale orange toning. A beautiful specimen. —~ 


1809 9 over 8. A faint rub away from choice Uncirculated, Ex pman. Cost — $8.50! 
Original envelope and ticket enclosed. (#- 6% 


1810 Small date, tall 5. neirculated. Variety with E in STATES above B. Rarity 6. 


1810 Small date, tall 5. Choice Uncircula orange toning. Faint die break at date 
and light adjustment marks barely noticeable over NITED. Very scarce type. 3p nz- 


1810 Large date, large 5 orange toned choice Uncirculated with very few handling 
marks, 


a lo 


1810 Large date, large 5. Choice About Uncirculated, Nice lustre and boldly struck. 
1810 Large date, large 5. 5 has closed loop and is probably recut. Choice Extremely rineyh. of 


1811 Small 5S. Brilliant Uncirculated. Beautiful yellow frosty gold strike. Weakness on part 
of edge above ee 


~ 


— 


1811 Large 5. Brilliant Uncirculated. Nice pale orange bloom. Faint snaps agg > il 
especially noticeable above date. Recut 5 and D. Rare and seldom seen this nice. 


1811 Large 5. Nice Uncirculated with {aime handling marks. 5 and D sect um 
— HA 


—_— a 


1812 Lustrous About Uncirculated, date leaning to the left. Beautiful pale yellow 
gold toning. Ex-H -e and ticket enclosed. 
Pome: apieee ate r 
1812 Attractive About Uncirculated, Very sharp strike. ao 3 
1812 Choice Extremely Fine. Nice strike. @F 1B 
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CAPPED HEAD TO LEFT 1813-1834 


"4 
= @@ 


Lot No. 391 


391 1813 New type. Large head. Very much sought-after “type”. Attractive Uncirculated with 
18 maint bloom. You have your choice of eight pieces ~ an unheard of opportunity! ut 





> 
a 





1813 Choice Uncirculated. Attractive toning. Scarce this nice. 1B av 
eak area below left 


1813 Brilliant Uncirculated. Light and full mint bloom. W 
wing a a res Shunk. 


- balance of strike sharp. 


g¢ 


1813. Brilliant About Uncirculated. Mint lustre. he 


MSRYMAOTIPW 







394 
395 1813 choice About Uncirculated. Very pleasing appearance and unmarredsuraces. } [} nw 
396 «1813 priliant About Uncirculated. Nice strike with considerable lustre stil adhering. |X At 392 
» ~~ fige7 «(1813 Shade from About Uncirculated. A lovely specimen. Worth a premium bid. 16 ah+ 
398 1813 Sharp Extremely Fine. Very faint handling marks. b— 
399 s«1814 J over 3. Attractive Very Fine. Nice even wear. Many tiny surface nicks veft"® Umer” - 
Supposedly less than 30 specimens known. A very valuable coin. 
Lot No. 400 ue 
400 1818 Brilliant Uncirculated. superb specimen with full mint frost. Pale orange 
Variety with die crack sixth star through Liberty’s head 





however, not quite same 
with other coins; small nick 
— 
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RARE 1819 HALF EAGLE 
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Lot No. 402 ~ tay via nik 


1819 HALF EAGLE 
EXCESSIVELY RARE 
<< 


402 1819 Choice Extremely Fine with considerable mint lustre. Variety 
with 5 D over 50 on reverse. This is one of the rarest U.S. Half 
Eagles and though not quite on a par with the 1815 it ranks 
with the classic greats in numismatics. 


During a fifty year period from 1890 to 1941 B. Max Mehl only 
offered four specimens in his famous sales. Just one more than 
was Offered of the 1815. 


Walter Breen listed five known 

(1) Wolfson (now in a Texas collatine).. 

(2) Eliasberg 

(3) Owner unknown, Ex-Menjou sale. 

(4) Texas collection via New Netherlands. 

(5) 1963 Kreisberg Waldorf sale. Whereabouts unknown — and 
now specimen number 6 from the fantastic John A. Beck 
Collection. 


We will not venture to place any estimate on this great rarity. 
With the demand for super rarities we feel the coin will be a 
bargain regardless of what it finally sells at. PLATE 
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RARE HALF EAGLES 








f Lot No. 403 


403. 1820 Curved-base 2, large letters. Brilliant bas Sf ol beautiful mint frost. A Gem 
specimen worth a record bid. PLATE 











Lot No. 404 
af-w i 


404 1823 Choice About Uncirculated with considerable prooflike lustre. Faint rubs in field. A 
eearce date and missing from most collections, PLATE 


Lot No. 405 BI bk 
VERY RARE 1826 HALF EAGLE sear ws 











ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL 





Page 254 of 261 


MSSnHKS 
2S 2am 
oa 5 <5 


YMO 
JMSE 
MPU 


lE 
5 
: 





a 
Lot No. 406 Fo ~ Ow 


406 1830 Small 5 D. Choice About Uncirculated with prooflike lustre. A real spectacular coin 
hardly any bag marks. Greatly in demand. PLATE 


~] 


~_—SJ s .  e f 


REDUCED SIZE U.S. HALF EAGLES 


oe... 


Lot No, 407 


407 =: 1834 See peer eee Senet mates. Som Fi needle 
through stars on left. Truly scarce this nice. PLATE 





eT ee | 


408 1834 Plain 4. no motto. Choice About Uncirculated. Traces of proof-like surface. An 
attractive specimen with traces of mint lustre. JJ =} 


409 1834 Plain 4. no motto. Choice About Uncirculated:“Mfint lustre. Very sharp strike. Oe i 
410 1834 Plain 4. no motto. Sharp Extremely Fine. Considerable mint lustre. I. @ y 


411 1834 Plain 4. no motto. Gretee Very Fine. 


a 


412 1834 Plain 4. 1835 and 1836 — attractive Very Fine. The lot of 3 different dates. 


—— 


413 1836 sn Very Fine; and ee RO Fine-Very Fine. The lot of 2 pieces. 
414 1838 Brilliant Uncirculated. mpact small 5 variety. Lovely frostly surfaces. Very scarce. 
415 1838 Choice Very Fine. Sharp struck. Small 5 D variety. Bi 


416 1839-C Mint mark above date. Low mintage. Very Fine. 4 


\ 


417 1839-D Mint mark above date. Very scarce. Very Fine. 2. — 


——————————————eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeSSSSSSSSFSFMMMMsF 
32 ORDER YOUR PRICE LIST-$1.00 
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four-letter word. 
Repeat the word often enough and it sounds like "Oink, 
oink, oink!” (Thank you, Pat Breen.) 


coincidences n. Local symmetries in the vast flux of random. 
Compare causality, because, karma. The meaningful kind Jung 
called synchronicity {1961} may indicate common ancestry for 
the patterns. Vaughan (19793:202-226 and passim. Accordingly, 
many religionists call them "God's sealed orders," "“God’s way 
of remaining anonymous.” 
"Once is an event, twice is a coincidence, thrice is a 


pattern.” --Heuristic truism. 


coin collectors n.phr. Prey of coin dealers. Potential 
numismatists; therefore, potential cherrypickers. 

The game of numismatics is not for the ignorant or the 
unwary. Its motto is Caveat emptor ‘Let the buyer beware.’ 
Beware especially of promotions aimed at the general public 
(usually offering allegedly rare silver dollars at allegedly 
bargain prices); learn all you can about grading; do 
comparison shopping; know your dealer--and his reputation 
among other dealers. Before you buy anything, read Yeoman 
{1987} for an overview. More specialized information is in 
Breen {1987}. 


coin dealers n.phr. Apt to believe themselves prey of 
cherrypickers. Nevertheless, many brag to their peers about 


323 
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the rarities they just cherrypicked from some walk-in yokel. . 
Prov. 20:14; Isaiah 24:16. Compare double standard. 

Even some of the least educated display the title 
“Professional Numismatist", like Eeyore’s tail pinned to his 
rump. 

Their pitfalls are greed, dishonesty, and stupidity. For 
antidotes, see preceding. 

God bless the rare exceptions. 


collateral damage n.phr. What war does to innocent bystanders and 
the earth: nukespeak euphemism. Kidron & Smith {1983}, Part 
Six. 


collecting v. Often, addictive possession. Compare numismatics, 
numismatists, coin collectors, cherrypickers, coin dealers. 


“ei yi SSsansy 


consequences n. 1. Generic karma. Compare causality. 2. The waves 
you make. 

This Dictionary’s? Those I hope to see: referendums 
held; laws improved or repealed; victimless crimes’ penalties 
abolished; the more corrupt politicians and demagogues 
ousted; the more oppressive churches deserted; taboos laughed 
out of existence: a world worth living in. Those I fear: 
censorship, enemies’ lies and calumnies, trumped-up charges, 
prison, bookburning, riots, bloodshed, civil war. 


YOUR MOVE! 
--Carved sidewalk graffito, Milpas St. just north of 
Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara. 
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